
~s~s Decision No. __ -__ -_~ __ 

BEFORBTHE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STAlE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of) 
GEORGE E. FEBRIS, LYLE C. SCOTT, ) 
CL.AR=.~CE E. WILLIAMS, copartners, ) 
for cer~i!icate of public conven- ) 
ience and necessity to operate a ) 
passenger stage service between' ) 
Moffett. Field, California ~d ) 
San Jose, California. ) 

Application No. 35030 

R~rry N. Grover, for applicants. 
Dougl:'ls Brookm::tn, for Pcrcif'ic. Greyhound Lines, 

protestrult. 
F. El~er De Bevoise, for U. S. Nav~l !~r Station, 

Moffett Field, interested p~rty. 
Chnrles E. Bridgett, tor the Commission's staf~. 

OPINION ........ _~ __ 4iIIIIIIt 

The cpplicants, throe in numoer, as partners wish to 

ostc'olish c passenger stt'.ge service between San Joso o.nd the United 

States N~vnl Air Station ct Moffett Field. Public hecring of the 

~pplicction wns held before Examiner Power .ct Sen Frcncisco on 

M~.rch 19, 195'4. The osto.'blished ccrrier in tho field, P~ei:f'1c 

Greyhound Lines, cCl.lled "Greyhound" herein, protosted tho app11cc

tion while a reproscnt~tive of the N~v~l inst~ll~tion ~ppe~rcd as 

~n interested p~rty. The COmmission's st~!! w~s also represented. 

After testimony nnd exhibits were presented, the m~ttor w~s crguod 

orally and submit~cd. 

The propos~d service is not,strictly spe.:'.king, ~ "bUSt! 

servie'O. It is to be c ttjitneyTt service. Tho vehicles to 'bo used 

would be seven-p~sscnger plcesure Cnrs with en extr~ jump so~t in 

beck. Vehicles of the tyPe described will cccommodcte eight 

paying p~ssengers beside the driver. 
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.Jitneys h~ve been in usc i·n Sen Fr~ncisco for J:::r.ny yc:::::rs. 

They hevc beon ~blo to successfully .compete with ~s tr~nsport~tian 

r~ci11tics thore even. though, in roce~'r, ye~rs nt lcc:st, their fcrrcs 

have 'been lUgher. One line in p~rt1cul~:t", mentioned in eWidenco 

here, runs from the" Hunt er' s Po in t Nevel Sh1 pycrd to 3d nnd M.;'"lrkct 

Streets nonstop. Tho faro is 25 cents. Tho mass tr~nsportntion 

1'~c1lity over the competitive route ch~~gos only 15 cents, but mtike$ 

frequent stops. 

All three applicants testified in ravor of their applica

tion, the principal witness being Mr. Ferris. Prot~stantJs superin

tendent of transportation and a representative 01' tho Navy also 

test1fied. 

At the outset it should be noted that in ~rder to grant 

the certificate here requested, we must find that the requirements 

of the last sentence of Sect10n 1032 of tho Public Utilities Code 

have been met. That sentence roads as follows: 

"Tho Commission may, after hearing, issue a 
cer.tificate to op~rate in a territory ~lready 
served by n certificate holder under this p~rt· 
only when the existing p~ssenger st~ge corpor~
tion or corporotions sorving such territory 
will not provide such service to the s~tis!action 
of the Com:nission. tI 

It is our opinion th~t the lnnguage quoted r~1sos certcin 

reqUirements. The service offercd must be a recson~ble one whicn 

the cst~blishod c~rricr might properly be requectod to provido. 

Then in some way, the desire for such ~ servico must h~ve boen ~do 

mcnifcst to tho ost~blished c~rr1or. 

The opplicnnts here h~ve shown en edequcto not worth. 

They possess sufficiont vehicles to ~t le~st institute tho servico 

they propose. They aro ell experienced end capable jitney oporators, 

thoir respoctive exporience boing two ye~rs in one coso, nine yeers 

in ~nothcr, seven to eight ye~rs in the third., 
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The rate proposed by applicants is a straight one-way 

fare of 50 cents. Their chief witness stated that they might later 

consider a scrip book rate, perhaps 12 rides· for five dollars or 

sooe stmilar reduction. For comparison purposes, the Greyhound 

tares are 30 cents one way and 5, cents round trip between these 

points. Thos0 rates apply from stops loe.ated on U. S. Highway 

101 Bypass (Bayshore Highway) about one-hal! milo from the main 

gate ot tho station. 

,.~Applicants propose to operate between ~ p.m. and 8 ~.m •. 
/12... ~ 

only. These ~upie~ hours were adopted because they are the 

liberty hours of enlisted personnel. There is little hope ot 
patronage from other sources. Upwards of 90 per cent of tho 

civilians on the base h~vc their own cars. Nothing appears in 

the record about officers; perhaps they ~lso have c~rs or tho use 

of cars. Applic~nts propose 20-minutc hc~dways. When hired 

drivers ere used they will be paid by ~ ~~cJ:lent similar to 

the San Fr~ncisco taxi ~greemcnt. 

The Nzvy represent~tivc st~ted that tho proposed sorvice 

would be Ifdcsiro.ble tt ; th.at ho thought thore w~s c. neod for it but 

could not say there W~S ~ public necessity for it~ The enlisted 

personnel, it seems, now rely mainly on hitchhiking. The N~vy docs 

not approv~ of h1tchr~ing but the practice )ersists. 

Greyhound presented its superintendent of tronsportotion 

.~ ~ witness. This witness· testified thnt Greyhound has ~ compcny 
, 

policy of providing ~ service to defense inst~ll~tions thnt tho 
,...... '~.;w\. • 

(2/ rni11t~ry ~uthoritios :Cool 1~ nccess~ry. He went on to st!.y thc.t c: 

request for service in the'~re~ here involved should come trom tho 

office of the trcmsporto.tion o:fficor of tho 12th Navo.l District., 

No such request has been received by Greyhound. 

-3-



A-35030 SL ~ 

This witness presented an Exhibit (No .• 6) showing results 

of an experimental service maintained by Greyhound for a period of 

3bout a month in the summer of 1951. Four ro~~d trips daily were 

operated from July 18 to 31. ~~ additional round trip was addod on 

Lugust' 1 and the five round trips continued until August 15 when the 

service W~3 discontinued. In all, 190 schedules in both directions 

wore oper~t~d and 208 pesscngors ccrried ~ ~eraee of just over 

one passeng~r p~r ~chedulo. 

Applic~ts counter this evidence with the contention that 

the experiment involvod bus servico not the typo of oper~tion t~t 

applicants propose to offer. 

Ee thRt as it may, however, we cannot s~y on tho bczis of 

this record that GreYhoun~, in the lang~ge or the statuto, 

II ~ * * will not provide such service to .the s~tisf~ct1on of the 

Commission." It tollows thct tho applic~tion must be denied. 

o R D E R - -- - -.,. --
1~~ npplic~tion having boon tilod, p~blic hoaring h~ving 

been held thereon, and the record having fcilod to establish that 

public convenience and neceSSity require the proposed service, 

IT IS ORDERED th~t Application No. 3;030 be and it is 

hereby denied. 

The eff'cc.tivo dnte of' this order shall be twenty days 

dter 

this ~t2nt-: 


