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Decision No. 402%S

BEFOR® THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of)

GEORGE E. FERRIS, LYLIE C. SCOIT,

CLARENCE E. WILLIAMS, copartners,

for cervificate of public conven- Application No. 35030
lence and necessity to operate a _
passenger stage service bhetween

Moffett. Field, California and

San Jose, Californiz.

Harry N. Grover, for applicants.

Douglas Brookman, for Pze¢ific Greyhound ILines,
protestant.

E, Blmer De Bevoise, for U. §. Naval Air Station,
Noffett Field, interested party.

Charles B, Brideett, for the Commission's staff.

The cpplicants, three in number, as partners wish to
establish o passenger stage service between San Jose and the United
States Naval Air Station at Moffett Ficld. Public hearing of the
application was held beforc Examiner Power ot San Francisco on
March 19, 195%. The estadblished carrier in the ficld, Pacific
Greyhound Lines, called "Greyhound" herein, protested the applica~
tion while a representative of the Neval installation appeared as
an interested party. The Commission's staff was also reprosented.
after testimony and exhibits were presented, the mattor was argued
orally and submitted. |

The proposed service is not,strictly speaking, a '"bush
service. It 1s to be o "jitney” service. Tho vehicles to be used
would be seven-passenger p;casurc cars with an extry jump seat in

Vehicles of the type doseribed will accommodato cight
paying passengers beside the driver.
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Jitneys have been in use 4dn San Francisco for mny yeors.
They have beon able to successfully compete with mass transportation
facllities thore ceven though, in recen® yoars at least, their fares
have been higher. One line in partlicular, mentloned in cwidence
here, runs from the: Eunter's Point Neval Shipyard to 3d and Market
Streets nonstop. The fare 45 25 cents. The mass transportation
focility over the competitive route chorges only 15 conts dut mokes
f:equcnt StopS.

411 three applicants testified in favor of their applica-
tion; the principal witness being Mr. Ferris. Protestant's superin-
tendent of transportatipn and a representative of the Navy also
testified.

5% the outset it should be noted that in order to grant
the certificate here requested, we must find that the requirements
of the last scntonce of Section 1032 of the Public Utilities Code
have Been met. That sentence reads as follows:

"The Commission may, after hoaring, issue z
certificate to operate in a territory alrecady
served by a certificate holder under this part
only when the oxdsting passcmger stage corpora-
tion or corporations sorving such territery

will not providc such service to the satisfaction
of the Commission,™

It is our opinion that the lenguage quoted raisos certain
requirements. The service offercd must be a reasonabdle one which
thé established carrior might properly be requested to provido.

Then in some way, the desirc for such 2 service must have beon made
menifeost to the established carrier.

| The applicants here have shown an adequete net worth.

They possess sufficient vehicles to at least institute the servico

tacy proposc. They are oll cxpericnced and capable jitnoy operators,

thelr respective oxpericnee being two years in one caseo, ninec years

in cnother, scven to eight years in the third.,
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The rate proposed by applicants is a stralght one-way
fare of 50 cents, Their chief witness stated that they might later
consider a scrip book rate, perhaps 12 rides for five dollars or
some similar reduction. For comparison purposes, the Greyhound
fares arc 30 cents one way and 595 cents round trip between these
points. Thoso rates apply from stops located on U. S. Highway

101 Bypass (Bayshore Highway) about onc~half mile from the main
gate of tho station.

7f>~_Applicants Proposc to operate between 4% p.m. and 8 a.m, -
Wy

These 5:5353;;f§gurs were adopted because they are the
liberty hours of enlisted personnel. 'There is 1little hope of
patronage from other sources. Upwérds of 90 per cent of the
civilians on the base have thelr own cars. Nothing appears in
the record about officers; perhaps they also have cars or tho use
of cars. Applicants propose 20-minute headways. When hired
drivers are used they will be paid by an arrangement similar +o
the San Francisco taxi agrocment.

The Nzvy representative stated that the pfoposed service
would be 'desirable™; that he thought there was 2 need for it but
could not say there was a public neceessity for it. The enlisted
personnel, it scems, now rely mainly on hitehhiking. The Navy does
not approvo of hitchhiking but the practice persists.

Greyhound presented L1ts superintendent of transportation
a5 2 witness. This witness testificd that Greyhound has & company
policy of providing any scé&ico to'défcnso installations tﬁﬁt the

~>~military authoritiocs g%%z:as neeessary. He went on to séy that 2
request for service in the arcea here inveolved shouvld come from tho
office of the tromsportation officor of the 12th Naval District.F

No such request has been received by Greyhound.
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This witness presented an Exhibit (No. 6) showing results
of an experimental service maintained by Groyhound for a peried of
about a month in the summer of 1951. Four round trips daily were
operated from July 18 to 31l. 4n additional round trip was added on
Lugust 1 and the five round trips continved until sugust 15 when the
service was discontinued. In all, 190 schedules in both directions
were operated and 208 passengers carried an average of just over
onc passenger per schedule.

Lpplicants counter this cvidence with the ¢ontention that
the cxperiment involved bus service not the type of operation that
applicants propose to offer.

Be that as it may, however, we canmot say on the basis of
this record taat Greyhound, in the languazge of the statute,
tox owox will not provide such service to the satisfaction of tho

Commission.” It follows that the applicdtion must be denled.

In application having been filed, public hearing having
been held thereon, and the record having feiled to establish that
public convenience and necessity require the proposed service,

IT IS CRDERED that Application No. 35030 be and it is
hercby denied. '

The offective date of this order shall be twenty days
fter the date hercof ,

/?3tcd at 4 LB A California; this 4552222527
doy of _(LgbsV , 195%.
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Commiss\, oners




