
Deei::ion No. 49967 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter cf the Investigation' ) 
into the ~ates, rules, regulations,) 
oharges, a.llowances a.nd practices ) 
of a.ll co:r.mon c3.!'riors, highwa.y ) 
carriers and city carriers relating) 
to the trans~ortation ot genoral ) 
commodities (commocli~ies tor which ) 
rates are provided in Highway ) 
Carriers T Tar iff No.2). ) 
----------------------------) 

A 'O'Oe or ano e s 
¢ I 

Case no. 5432 
(Pet. No. 25) 

Donald H. Urry tor Alnerican Cyo.namid 
Company, petitionor. 

Arlo D. Poc and Her~an H. 'K~~ert for 
Motor truck Association of Southern 
California, interested ~arty. 

Leonard Diamond of tho Commission stai'f. 

OPINION ...,-- .... -- ........ -
By Petition tor Modification No. 25 tiled in this 

proceeding on February 15, 1951 the Amorican Cyanamid Company asks 

that there be incorporated in Highway Ca:riero' Tariff No. a a 

classification exception to establish a tourth class loos-carload 
rating on the following: 

npair..t Materio.l,·viz.--Rezin Compound:::, 
Surface Coating, Solid or in Solution, 
not otherwise 1ndox~d by name in the 
Western Classitication.!r 

A public h¢a~ing wa~ held before Examiner Bryant at 

Los ,Angoles on A~r11 13, 1954. The ~atter is ready tor dec1~ion. 

Eviden,~e in support ot th.e petition was offered through 

the testimony of an employoo ot the American Cyan~id Company. 

Ee testified that he was i~ charge of shipping the co~~anyTs 

proclucto throughout CalH·o~nia. o.nd other ','lectern state:: from 
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it~ ~~~ufacturing plant located in Azu~~ and a w~ohou:e which tho 
company maint~ins in Los Angelo~. 

The testimony shows that the m£l.teria.l herein in question 

is now class:U.'ied within the broo.dcr description ot "Gums or r~sins" 

sj'nthetic) NOIB1~, without filler", ~ub ject to a less-ClJl"load rAt ins 

of third class. This rating was establishod in tho applicablo 

cl~ssification on December 10, 1953, having boen reducod on that 
1 

c.~tc trot'. fir:t class. Tno particular resin cotlpounds upon which 

the tou:th class rating is ~ou6ht are baSic raw materials in the 

~~~utacturc of varnish, lacquer ~~d r~sin base paints. Petitioner's 

\ntnoss ottered statements ot weights and values per cubic ro~t for 

the re5in compound: manutactured by his comp~~1, together with 

comparable figure: for p~int: end v~nishc5. He pointed out that 

Highway Co.rriers f Tariff No.2 already provides a fourth class 

exception rOoting on paints or ·.J'DJ"nizhez' which ore not othorwise 

indexed by n~~c in the Western Cla~~itication. The witn~:s 

testified also that a tourth cl~$s rcting on the rOSin compounds . 
has be on ost~b11:hed in c nctionol motor freight class1t1cction 

which a:sertedly governs much of the motor tra.nsporto.tion in 

wos~er~ ctatos othor than Californi~. He stated further that tho 

resir. compounds havo been grou~od with othor paint ~~torial= in 

certain ra~l carload co~~odity rate items. 

No other witness testified. The Motor Truek Assoe1ction 

of C~J.it'ornic. pc.rticipc.tod in tho proc~cding through examination 

of petitionor's witnoss. No one spocifically opposed tho SOU&~t 
reduced rating. 

Western Classification No. 75, Cnl. P.U.C.-W.C. NO.8, 
Supplc~ont No. 28, Goorgo H. Dumcs, Agent. 
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Petitioner's showi~S is restee e$scr.ti~lly u~or. (1) a 

comp~ison or the donzitios ~d v~luos or the p~rt1cular resin 

compounds wi th tho densities o..",d values or p=.ints ~s 0. group o.nc 
vcrnishcs ~z a. group, (2) tho oxi'stence or 0. .fourth cless ra.ting 

on the p~ints ~d v~n:i.shos, ~."d (3) the f~ct tha.t 0. fourth cla.ss 

~a.ting on the resin co~pounds has boen ostcbli~hcd in ~ nationa.l 

~otor freight cla.ssirica.tion applicablo in other jurisdictions. 

The comparison ot densities ~d vcluos of tho resin 

compounds horein involved with the densities ~"ld values ot pa.into 

~d v~nishes a.s a group shows only thnt tho rosin compounds havo 

~c1ther tho lowest nor the highest donsities or va.lues ot tho 

V~10U3 compared co~~odities. Such ~ comparison may tond to show 

tho.t on considera.tion of weig.."'.l.t o.nd density alono o.n idontico.l 

::-c.ting would not be i:.p::-opor" 'but it does little to estc.blish any 

i~propriety in the prozont rating on tho rosin co~po~~d~. The f~ct . 
th~t rctings lower than tho~c npplic~olc in Calitorni~ h~vc boon 

e~tc~lishod voluntcrily by motor carriors elsowhere does not 

constitute ~ ~howins thQt the current r~ting on C~litorni~ tr~ffic 

is un:e~sonable or impropor. Petitioner offered no ~howing of ~y 
, . 

simil~ity in the clcssiric~tion pr~cticos, in tho r~tos, or in 

the trnnsport~tion circum:tnnces and conditions in Cclitor~i~ on 

the one hand c..."le in 0.."'l.1 of the other o.rec.s on tho other hond .. 

Tho recent reduction in rc.ting from first cl~z to third 

clc.zs on synthetic gums or resins without tiller w::.s cstz.blishoc. 

in tho classiticction upon ~pprovnl of and undor tho c.uthor1ty of 
a 

this Commission.. Xhc present rc.ting is entitled to c. prco~~pt10n 

of reo.son·D.b1cncss. !n the con:::idero.tion ot 1jrO~OS0c. clc.sz1f:tcc.tion .. .. 

S.A. No. 518 of Scptc~ber'lS, 1953 ~d authority Nos. 454-914 
~d 460-368 of September 15, 1953. 
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ch~ges the burdon of proof rcsto ~pon the petitioner. 

Upon co.r~tul consic.erc.tion of 0.11 of the ovidonc·o ot 
rccorc '.'Ie :'ore of tho opinion o.nc. hereby ;find tha.t tho exist:ing 

third cl~ss rntins ~pplicab10 upon tho resin compounds heroin 

involved ho.s not boen shovm to 00 ~0~$ono.b10 o.nd th~t tho propo3ce 

reduced excoption r~ting sought in lieu thereof ho.s ~ot boon 

~owr. to b~ ro~sonc.blo. Tho petition will oe denied. 

QliaEB, 

Sneed upon the evidonce of record ~d upon tho conclusions . 
~~C findings conto.inod in tho precoding opinion, 

IT IS HEREEY ORDERED that Potition for Modificction 

No. 25 filed in this proceeding on Fcbruory lS, 1954 oy tho 

~~erie~~ Cy~~id Comp~y bo, and it is, hereby deniod. 

The effective d~to of this order sho.ll bo twenty days 
u!'tor 

.-: "'~./ 
, Co.liforniC\, this o?1 . dcy 


