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Decision No .. _S_O_O_2_7 __ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION ,OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

MAUDE E. DOMIS 

Complainant, 

V3. 

THE PACIFIC TZLBPHONE AND 
TELEGRAPH COMPA~!, a corporat1on, 

Defendant. 
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) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

----------------------------) 

Case No. SS24 

Maude E. Dom1s 1n propr1a persona. P1llsbury, 
Madison and. sutro, by Jobn A. Sutro, and Lawler, 
Felix & Hall, by L. B. Conant, for'defendant. 

o PIN ION ---"-----

The complaint alleges that Maude E. Doms, who resides 

at 401$. Verona Street, Los Angeles 23, Ca11forn1a .. prior to 

February 5, 19S4, was a subscriber and user ot telephone serv1ce 

furnished by defendant company under number ANgelus 1-3011. 

On or about February 5, 1954, tnese telephone fac1l1t1es were 

disconnected by off1cers of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 

Of rice. The complainant has made demand upon the defendant 

telephone company to restore service, but 1t has refused to 

do so. It 1s further alleged that the complainant has SUffered 

and w1ll sutfer great hardsh1p as a result of being' deprived 

of the telephone fac1l1t1es in ~uest1on, and further that she 
. 

did not use and does not now intend to use said telephone . 

facilit1es as an instr~ntality to violate the law. 
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Under date of February 23, 1954, this Commisslon, by 

Decision No. 49714, lssued an order grantlng temporary lnterim 

relief, directing the telephone company to restore telephone 

serv1ge vO complalnant pending a hea~lng on tha mattat'. On 
March 4, 1954, the telephone company ~1~ed an answer. the 

princ1pal allegations of which were that the derendant te~ephone 

company bad reasonable cause to believe that the use made or to be 
~ 

~ade or the telephone serv1ce furnished to complainant under number 
, ~,-

ANgelus 1-3011. at 4015 Verona Street, Los.Angeles, Cal1torn1a, was 

being or was to be used as an instrumentality directly or in­

d1rectly. to v10late or to A1d and abet,the v101at1on ot the law, 

and that, hav1ng such reasonable cause, detendant was,required to 

disconneot th~ servioe pursuant to Deois1on No,. 4141,5, dated 

AprU 6, 194.8, in Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. P.U.C. 853). 

A pub11c hear1ng wa~ held 1n Los Angeles on April 22, 

1954, before Examiner Syphers, at which time eVidence was adduced 

and the matter submitted. 

At the'h~ar1ng the eomp1a1n~nt te~tif1ed that she was 

away fro~ her reSidence on February 5, 1954, but upon her return 

home about 6:~O p.m. she,found the telephone had been removed. 

One Donald Eugene Flscus, who a~so 11yes at that addres~, testlfied 

that he was there on February 5, 1954, and that about ~:30 p.m. 

deputies,trom the Los Angeles County She~ifr'9 Office entered the 

premises, stayed there for about an hour, and upon leaving took the 

telephone with them. Both the complaipant and Flscus testified 

that they had not and d1d not 1ntend to use the telephone for book­

making purposes. It was further pOinted out that the officers had 

made no arrests and no charges were tiled against either the 
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compla1nant or F1scus. 

A deputy sher1~t of the Los Angeles County Sher1~tts 

Otf1ce test1fied that he, in the company ot other offic~rs, . 
entered these premises at about 3:30 p.m. o~ February 5, 1954, 

and that upon entering they round Donald Eugene Fiscus present. 

Wbile they were in the prem1ses the telephone rang on several 

occasions, the off1cers answered 1t and rece1ved ~ets on horse 

races. Innsmuch as they round no betting markers, ho arrest was 

made. FiSCUS further stnted thh.t he ha~ no occupat1on, and had 

previously been arrested for bookmaking. 

Exhibit No. 1 1s a copy of a letter dated February 5, 
1954, f~om the Sheriff of Los Angeies County to the telephone 

company, requesting that tel~phone serv1ce under number ANgelus 

1-3011 at 4015 Verona Street, be disconnected. Subsequently' 

the telephone company d1d effect a central otr1ce d1sconnect1on. 

The pos1tion of the telephone company was that it had acted with 

reasonable cause in disconnecting the telephone service 1nasmuch 

as 1t had received the letter deSignated as Exh1bit No.1. 

Atter a cons1deration ot this record we now f1nd tha~ 

the telephone company's action was based u~on reasonable cause, 

as such term is used in Decision No. 41415, supra. We,further 

find that the telephone facilities here in question were used as 

an instrumentality to aid and abet the Violation ot the law. 

The complaint of Maude E. Domis against.~he Pacific 

Telephone and Telegraph 90mpany having been filed, pub11c hearing 

having been held thereon, the matte~ now being ready for decision 
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and the Comm1ss1on be1ng tully, adv:ised in the pr,em~se.s and bas;ng 

its decis10n on the ev1dence of, record and the, f1~ding8 herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that the complainant IS r.eq,u;es,t tor restora­

t10n of telephone serv1ce be den1ed and that the sa1d oompla1nt 

'be and it hereby 1s dismissed. The temporary 1nter.;m r,e11et 

granted by Deo1s1on No. 49714 in Case No. .5524 1s b:ereby set as1de 

and vacated. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon the exp1ration ot th1rty 

days atter the date of th1s order th~ compla1nant here1n may file 

an application tor telephone service, and 1t such f1l1ng 1s made 

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company shall instal~ telephone 

service a~,complainant~s residence at 4015 Verona Street, Los 

Angeles 23, California, such installation being subject to all 

duly authorized rules and regulat10ns or the telephone company 

and to the exist1ng applicable law. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the, do. te here~ f ' 
Dated at ¥.(X:t1} tIM __ ' Cal1fornia, this 

day of , 1954. 

Comm1:8s1o.ners 


