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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAtIFORNIA

Decision No. 500’2’?”

MAUDE E. DOMIS
’Complainant,
va. Case No. 5524

THE PACIFIC TSLEPHONE AND
TELEGRAPH COMPANY, a corporation,

Defendant.
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Maude E. Domis in propris persona. Pillsbury,
Madison and Sutro, by John A. Sutro, and Lawler,
Fellx & Hall, by L. B. Conant, for defendant.

CPINION

The complaint alleges that Maude E. Démis, who resides
at LO1S Verona Street, Los Angeles 23, Cslifornia, prior to
Februar& 5, 195, was a subscriber and user of telephone service
furnished by defendant company under number ANgelus 1-3011.

On or about February 5, 195L, these telephdne Tacllitles were
disconnected by officers of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Office. The complainané has made demand upon the defendant
telephone company to restore service, but Lt has refused to

do so., It is further alleged that the complainant has sutfered
and will suffer great hardship as a result of being-depri?ed

of the telephone facllitlies In question, and further that ;he
did not use and does not now intend to use said'telephohe:

facllities as an Instrumentality to violate the law.
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Under date of February 23, 1954, this Commission, by
Decision No. 49714, 1ssued an order granting temporary interim

rellef, directing the telephone company to restore telephone

ServLe W0 Gomplalnant pending a hearing on the mattes. On

March 4, 1954, the telephone company filed an answer, the
principal allegations of which were that the defendant telephone
company hed reasonable cause to believe that the use made or to be
made of the telephone gervice furnished to comﬁaa;nant under number
ANgelus 1-3011 at 401§ Veron# Street, Los Angeles, Californla, was
being or was to be used a8 an instrumentality directly or in-
directly, to violate or to aid and abet the violation of the law,
and that, having such reasonable cause, defendant was required to
dlsconnect the service pursuant to Decision No. 41415, dated
April 6, 1948, Ain Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. P.U.C. 853).

A public heafing wag held in Los Angeles on Aprill 22,
1954, before Exeminer Syphers, at which time evidence was adduced
and the matter submitted. |

At The hearing the complainant testified that she was
away frox her residence on February 5, 1954, but upon her return
home about 6:30 p.m. she found the telephone had been rémoved.
One Donald Eugene Fiscus, who also liveé at that address, tesfiried
that he was there on February 5, 1954, and that about 3:30 p.m.
deputies from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office entered the
premises, gtayed tﬁere for about an hour, and upon leaving took the
telephone with them. Both the complainant and‘Fiscua testiflied
that they had not and did not intend to use the telephone for book—
making purposes. It was further pointed out that the officers had

made no arrests and no charges were filed against elther the
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complainant or Fiscus.

_ A deputy sheriff of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Office testified that he, in the company of other officers,
entered these premlses at about 3:30 p.m. onvFebruary 5, 1954,
and that upon entering they found Donald Eugene Fiscus present.
While they were in the premises the telephone rang on several
occasions, the officers answered it and recelved bets on horse
races. Inasmuch as they found no betting merkers, ho arrest was
made. Fiscus further stated thet he had no occupation, and had

previously been arrested for bookmaking.
Exhibit No. 1 18 a copy of & letter dated February 5,

1954, from the Sheriff of Los Angeles County‘to the telephone

company, requesting that telephone service under number ANgelus
1-3011 at 4015 Verona Street, be disconnected. Subsequently

The tTelephone company did effect a central office disconnection.
The position of the telephone company was that it had acted with
reasonable cause in disconnécting the telephone service inasmuch
as 1t had received the letter designated as Exhibit No. 1l.

After a consideration of this record we now find that
the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause,
as such term 15 used in Decision No. 41415, supra. We further
find that the telephone facilities here in question wére uged as
an instrumentality to aid gnd abet the violation of the law,

The complaint of Maude E. Domis against The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company having been filed, public hearing

having been held thereon, the matter now being ready for declsion -
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and the Commission being fully advised in the premises and basing
its decision on the evidence of record and the findings hereln,

IT IS ORDERED that the complainant'e request for restora-
tion of telephone service be denled and that the sald complaint
e and it hereby 1s dismissed. The temporary interim relief
granted by Decision No. 49714 in Case No. 5524 L8 hereby set aside
and vacated. ‘

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon the expiration of thirty
days after the date of this order the complainant herein may file
an application for telephone service, and 1f such flling 1s made
The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company shall install telephone
service at complainant'!'s residence at 4015 Verona Street, Loa.
Angeles 23, California, such installation being subject to all
duly authorized rules and regulations of the telephone company
and to the existing applicable law. |

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.
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