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·ORIGIIAL 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSI ON OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application or ) 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for an order ) 
to require that a crossing by a ) Application No. 35212, 
publicly used road. by a railroad in ) 
Santa Clara county, be abolished. ) 

, R. S. Myers, for applicant. 

M. D. MeGill, for the &nnta Clara Road Department. 
interested party. I' ' 

,I.,. . 

M. J. Lewis, for the Commission sta.ff. 

o PIN' I '0 N - - - ...... - _ ... , 

By the above-entitled application Southern Pacifie 

Company requests that this Commission make its order requ1ring 

that a crossing atgra.de by a publicly used road·known as Miranda 

Road over the Los Altos branch of its railroad be abolished by 
,. , 

physical closing., Applicant alleges that. said crossing no longer 

serves any material public convenience, and necessity. 

Public hear1ng was held on this 'application in Los Altos, 

April 28" 1954, before Examiner Rowe. Ev1dence~:":,both oral and' 
",',1, ',.;-'" .' • 

I • " ','~~ ""I, ,,' ":;' '',,: .. , , ".' 

documentary was adduced and tho mattf:lr was duly submftt~dt::f:or 
• • : I, ':\>.~.~\::~ 

decision. Notice ot the hearing was duly pu.o11shed 1n a newspaper 
" "'1<, ' 

" 

of: general circulnt10n in the area. but no one appenred in opposition.' 

The assistant divis10n engineer ot applicant testit1ed 

th.at this crossing constituted a serious traffic hazard" thAt,the 

roadway was, too narrow and d us to the .fact that the roadway' crossed' 

the tracks 'at a 450 angle and at a. point obscured by brush and 

trees visibility was poor. Several landowners in the area testified 
't " ~ 

that the portion of the road east and south ot the tracks cons.t1.t'uted 
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a necessa.ry easement which they maintained to reach the public 

highway to the south_ However,'they sta.ted that th1s crossing 

resulted tn an excess1ve use ottheir easement by unauthor1zed 

persons. All present supported the app11cnt1oX?-_ T~e Santa Clara 

County Eng1neer stated that Miranda. Road ly'1ng in Cou.nty tex:ritory 

at the point it oros'sed the traoks :wa.s not a Coun.ty road. A.. traff1c 

count showed that on Apr1l 14. 1954 thirty automob1les and thirteen 

b1cylces crossed the ra.ilroad, at this point over'this narrow .road •. 

A substant1o.1 portion of this vehicular 'traff1c used the crossing 

at times when fre1ght and passengor tra1ns are scheduled to bo' 

passing. 

The COmmiss1on r1nds as Do ract that this cross1ng,a.es1pted 

by o.pplicant as Milepost EN 34.-7 1s not, ,requ1red by pub11c .convonience 

and necess1ty, that those need1ng to oross the tracks have adequate 

means or doing so over a w1der and better paved road 1nvo~v1ng only a 

s11ghtly groater distance to be tro.ve1ed and which cross1ng 1s 

properly protectod, and tha.t said crossing at Mirenda Road constitutes 

a serious traffic hazard which should be closed to the use by the 

public. 

o R D E R 
~ ~-- ... 

Application therefor having b~en f1led,.pub11c hOAring 

having been held at{~ the Commission having f'ound that the public 

interest requires tho granting of tho application, 

IT IS ORDERED that the grado crossing over the Southern 

Pacific Compnny tracks or its Los Altos Branch ~t M1randn Road ' 

de3ign~ted on the applicant's records as M1lepost EN 34.7 be, and 

1 t hereby is, ordered elosed by constructing proper barr10rs in 

s,,:ch mo.nner as eftfJct1 vely to prevent the use thereof by vehiculnr 

traffic at the sole cost or applicant. 
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IT IS FVRTEER ,ORDERED that within thirty days atter said 

crossing-is so closed upplicant shall give tho Commission written 

notice ot1ts complianc's with the condit,ions hereof. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days aitor 

the date hereof. ~ 

Dated o.~~ ~tt::CClliforn1a." 
day ot .~ ,1954. 

COMMISSIONERS· ' 


