
Decision 1·70. SOOS8 .. 

BEFORE TEE ?UBLIC UT!LIJ:'IES Cor.li.;ISSIOH OF TEE ST.,\TE OF CALIpO~1NIA 

r-nCHAEL VILLA1"E, 

Com,lainant, 
V3. 

THE PACIFIC TELEPHO~"E AND 
TELEGR.A·PH CO:.IPIu.TI, a corporation, 

Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-----------------------------) 

Ca.se No. 5530 

Michael Villane in propria. persona. Pillsbury" 
M.lldison and Sutro" by John A. Sutro" DJ.'ld Lawler, Felix 
& Hall, by t. B. Conant" tor defendant. 

o PIN ION 
-----...-~-.-

The complaint alleges that Michael Villane, prior to 

February 11" 1954, was a subscriber and user of tele,hone s~rvice 

r""rr..1shed by the defendant telephone company under nUmber 

NOrmandy 2-0959 at 1726 West Silver Lake Drive, tos Angeles, 

California. On or about February 11, 1954 these telephone facil-

ities were disconnected by officers of the Los Angeles Police 

De,artment who arrested the compl~1na~t on suspicion of book-

~k1n3· Subsequently" on February 24" 1954, at a hearing in the 
l.!unici,al Court of the Los Angeles Judicial District the 

bool~kine charces ag~inst com,lainant were dismissed. The 

compl~inant l~s ~de dem~~d u~on the defendAnt telephone company 

for restoration of service but it has refusod to do so. It is 
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further alleged that complainant ha.s outtered and will sufter 

gre~ t hardship as a result of bein~; deprived of the telephone 

facilities in question, and further that he did not use and doe's 

not now intend to use these facilities as an instrumentality to 

viola te the la w. 

Under date of ;,Zo,rch 9, 1954, oy Decision No. 49767 1n 

Case l~o. 5530, this Cotl.'nission issu,eo. an order g:ranting ter:1poX'-

a.r·y inter1!:l rolie!', ciirec ting th.o detendan t telephone COlllpany 

to restore service under nU!noer UOr',mandy 2-0959. On March 22~ 

~9S4 the telephone com,lln-y filed an answer, tho principal 

allegation of which was that tho telephone company had reason-

able Co.U3e to believe thAt the telol,hol'lO service furnished to 

com:01ainJlnt under n'wnoer NOrmndy 2-0959 at 1726 West Silver 

L~~e Drive wa~ being or was to be used as an instrumentality 

directly or indirectly to violate tl:.~e law, and that ha.ving su-ch 

rea~onable cause the defendant company was required to discon-

nect the :ervico pur:uant to Decision No. 4l4l51 dated April 6, 
1948, in Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. P.U.C. 853). 

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles before 

E~arniner S~hers on r.:ay 10, 195~.) at which time ev1denc'e was 

ndduced and the matter submitted. 

At the hearing the complainnnt testif1ed that he had 

o,erated a cleaning busine:Jz ~t 1726 West Silver tal<:e Drive, but 

tha. t he had sold this business on r.U:l.y 7, 1954 to Ennioe Slt1nner. 

Ee stated 'chat he no longer deciros telel'hone service but that 

I'iIrs. Sl:inner would require it for tho conduct of tho cleaning 

business. He further testified that on February 11, 1954 five 
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police officers entered the ,remises n.nd removed the telephone 

and arrested hit'l for bool:r.1o.1~ineJ the' case subsequently being' 

dismissed. He adl."littec1. thot h.e hn.d been betting on horse races 

and that a :r.an would co.11 him once 0. day and tal-:.e his bets. He 

stated thnt he usually ,In.yed one or two horses a day. 

Exhibit No.1 is '.9. copy of a le tter from the 

Los Angeles Police Department to tho defendant telephone com~any 
" dated February 17, 1954, requesting that telephone service under 

n~~ber NOrmandy 2-0959 be disconnected. Subsequently the tele-

phone company did effect a central office disconnection. The 

~o$it10n of the tolephone cornpa~y was that it had acted with 

reasona.ble c,au:e in disconnecting tho telephoneserv1ce inasmuch 

as it ~~d received the letter deni~~ated ac Exhibit No.1. 

After a full considerll tion of this record we l'lOW find 
" ' 

tl".a.t the action of the telepho,ne company was based upon reason':' 

able cau:e, as that term is def1ned in Docision No. 4141$, supra. 

However, inazmuch as t~':.o coml'lo.ino.nt heroin stated that he had 

sold tho business ~d did not now des1~e telephone service tor 
CII 

himself, we find that this complaint should be dism.issed. If 
the purchaser of tho business desires telephone service t~at 

should be accomplished by a proper application to the telephone 

company. 

o R D E R ------
The complaint of Michael Villane ago.inst The Pa.cific 

Telephone and Telegraph Company having been filed, public hearing 

havinG been held thereon, the me. tter l"lOW beins ready for deCision, 
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and the Commission being tully advised in the premises and basing 

its decision u~on the eVidence of record and the findings herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that the complaint tiled herein be and 

it hereby is dismissed. The temporary interim reliet granted by . 
Decision No. 49767 in Case No. 5530 1s hereby set as1de and 
vacated. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

atter the date hereof. ~ , 

Dated at ~~~.ed< ,CIl11torn1a, 

this && ~ day of --,~_~"""",~~~ ___ , 1954. 

) 

Commissioners 


