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"'Norm(tl)"S; Menffee . for" compl::l1linnt. -.~ .,' 
".' , Rt\lP€ Wi- Duvnl~:\llA.John C, MorrisseY, .. ,!or 

defend~nt. "". " '" ,. "'e' 
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.. ', Compla1nnnt,., .brought., this.· proceed1ng0' t\ge1ns t), P~.cific Gas 
, ,_. "" . ,,'... ... .... ,,,,,~ ., ." ". ,~ ." ," •• ""_ .... ,.. , _. I.. '., -... _ ",,, .'" ,,' 0., .. "-I ' 

t.nd Eiec·t;ic .. C,omp~ny f.or,· the· p.urpose'~ of o.bt~inillg rut. order from the 
, ,. '. J.. ' .... ' ,,_ ' ... ,'" ~ ..... ,. ~}.., ~, ,.... • ... ,,\,.. , .. " .. • ..' .. , 

Commission. rC'9.p.ir1ng~>~h~ ut11i:~,Y :to .... ~n~.~~l~'?~;~eter and ftu-n1'sh. him 
,'" '~ -, , ': • J' .' , 

wi tho electric'" ,curront1. Dotond.nnt t11-ed··.n.· w:rit:t~n answor contending 
...... '. \. r, .. ~ '.', , . :.J .,' >4'",,,~ __ .,.. ,..l I •• \ .1.· .... ", \.~ '., '.. .'" • 
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thct it: w~s lle:f logally·,just1:ri~~::: in; f'.~;I:l~sPJ.ng;,.::~'?:.;.compla1nt'tXlt 
>'. " 

wi th sorvipe and, .. tha:t:'.:tho:: COmmi:S s:i,on ,.1sc: ~~~ou.t.:Juriis.di.ct1on to 

order 1tt,~ do· so. 

He,(\r,l:ngs wor,o held on.,:~l:l~ mat:~.r,::,bo~orc. Commissioner Potter 

~nd Examiner': ,P.c~wor :\t Sc.n Frnnci§co:,.onM:l~c~ 2l.t-, 1951+ nnd beforo the 

cxnmincr alonca.t Belmont onl~pr11,26" ·19.54, •. 

f.t these hccrings cvi~p.nco W(ls'~:l'rosonted by. complninMt, 

.t:'. r:ctircd elec,tricel con-trnctor',:~: and by <.T :ne:ighbor in complt'.1nnnt,f s 

boh~l:f'; by throe· employoes:in·,beh~_lr:of Pacific; nnd by four 01'1'1-

c'1~,ls of the C;i,ty of Belmon~·"in~ W;hich. c1 t-y, complaino.nt IS house is 

loce:tod. Thor.a"is no s,u.bS1;Mt1,C\1·",:"~.~nf11ct ,in tho evidenco and 

from :i t the following fc.q,ts nppottt;. ..~ " 
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C-5'519 SL • 
elev~t1on from the door of !~strong's garage to the street in front 

of it. City offici~ls seem to h~ve objected from the stnrt to the 

m~er in which l~mstrong proposed to construct his drivowcy. The 

drop is quite stoep ~d for thnt reoson is often referred to os a 

rtrrunp." The dispute between compl~1nc.nt ::l.nd oity of't1cit'.:ls over the 

construction of this driveway hnd not been resolved at tho time 

~.pplicc.tion was made for electric service. The ovidence shows that 

it was this disagreement ebout the drivewny end not tho condition of' 

tho electric wiring in the house thnt induced the'c.pproprio.te city 

officials to refuse final clearanco to tho building, nnd in part1cu­

l~r to the electric Wiring. 

The parties seemed to be of the opinion thnt there WOoS a 

conflict in this c~se between State nnd local jurisdiction over the 

mntter o~ electric wiring~ The focts e.s we sac them, however, do not 

revenl such a conflict~ Tho evidence shows, for ex~ple, thc.t the 

wiring complies with the loc~.l ordin:-.nco npplicnblo to thcrt subject. 

For thnt re~so.n there soems to be no rocson nrising out of the locel 

regulntion which would prevent the utility from c~rrying out its, 

duty to serve Armstrong. It is obvious ~nd wc so find thnt, n~ the 

time the inspectors decl~red thecsolves, finished with their duties ~t 

this house. ~d so notified their superior, thero w~s no rem~ining 

re~son why electric service should not be furnished to tho compl~1n­

~nt by defendant. 

Tho question, of the CommiSSion's jurisdiction w~s urged 

by counsel for defcndnnt ~nd by the City Lttorney. Neither cited 

~ny nuthor1ty for his pOSition. We hold thnt the CommiSSion docs 

hnvo jurisdiction to gr~t conpl~innnt the relief he hero seeks. 
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C-5'519 SL • • 
There is" no merit in the contention tha. t we do not have the riecess,nry 

, ,(1) 
c.u.thor1ty; 

The complain~t has been deprived of serv1ce to which he .. wns nnd is entitled tor ~ period of several months; eon~equentlY; we 

will mnkc this order effect1vo as of its d~te. 

A complnint hnv1,ng been f11ed, ond answored, public hoo.r-

1,ngs hnving been held thereon, the metter h~ving boon nrgued and 

submitted, ~d tho Commission being of tho opinion o.nd f1nding that 

comploinnnt is entitled to receive olec,tric service nt his residence 

locnted ~t No, 1 Virginin ~vonue in tho City of Belmont, S~ Mateo 

County, from the dcfendcnt herein, 

IT IS ORDERED thnt defendnnt sholl, within five doys atter 

the effective dnte ot this order, instnll ~ olectric meter ~d 

thercoft~r begin ond continue to render electric serv1e:e to comp1.::t1n­

~nt in accordnnco with its filed rates, rules ~d rcgu1~tions. 

Tho O!!C~o! th1~ order Sh~ll b7 Dn~ o.~ . ~ Cal1:f'orn1o., 

tho dr.te hereof ~ 

dny of \} ~ ,195\ 

(1) 

() 

Comm1ssioners 

" - ....... ~ .. ' 
Const, of CF\11f" fort. XII, Sec~23;Publ1c Ut11~ Code, Secs •. 70l 'i'!" 
",02, 761, 1702; Pncific T. &-.. Ti Co; v; Eahlemnnl913) 166· C~l. 
64e; B~y C,T, COL v. Los 1"9fi:01CS (1940) 16 C.2c1 772; Los Angelos 
R. Corp. v, Los t.ngeles (1 ) 16 C.2d 779. 
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