
MM 

Dec1s1on No. 5Gj,79 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COW.~ISSION OF THE STATE' or l CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ot tos ) 
ANGELES TRANSIT LINES, a corporation, for ) 
a.u tl"l.ori ty to (1) establis;h ra.i1 opera t10n ) 
on New Eampsr~re Avenue trom Monroe Street ) 
to Melrose Avenue and on Melrose Avenue l 
from New Ha.mpshire Avenue to Vermont 
Avenue, substitute motor coach operation Application No. 35248 
on the Santa Fe Avenue and Leonis ) 
Boulevard legs of ra.il line "V", and estab-) 
11sh motor coach serv10e into the Central ) 
Manufacturing District; and (2) abandon ) 
rail operation on Larchmo~t Boulevard and ) 
on Third Street westerly l:lt Wilton Place. ) . ) 

Gibson, Dunn and Crutcher .. by Max Eddy Utt, for applicant. 
Carson B. Hubbard, City Attorney, Vernon, M. E. Ga1nder .. 

tor T~ M. ahubb, Department of Publ~o Utirities an~ 
Transportation of the City of Los Angeles, Wendell 
Black, for Los Angeles City College, John McGinnis, 
for the Los Angeles City Board of Education, Robert w. Walker and R1chard K. Knollton, for The Atchison 
Topeka. and Santa Fie Railway and the Lo S Angeles 
Junction Railway Compa.ny, Roland G. Haacke, for the 
Los Angeles,and Sa.lt take Railroad Company and the 
Union Pacif1c Company, 1nterested parties. 

F. J. Donnelly, for the Transportation Union, protestant. 

OPINION ..---- .............. 

Applicant nere1n proposes to make the following changes 
and additions 1n 1ts present ra1l and motor ooachfacll1t1es: 

(1) Abandon certa1n rail fao1lit1es now in place 1n 

Vermont Avenue oet''1een Melrose Avenue and Monroe Street and 1n 

Monroe Street between Vermont and N~w Hampshire. 

(2) Construct new track and appurtenances in New Hamp-

shire Avenue between Monroe Street and Melrose Avenue and 1n 

Melrose Avenue between New Hampshire Avenue and Vermont Avenue. 
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(3) Aba.ndon certa1n tracks and tac111t1es at the south-

ea.sterly end ot its "V" line in the Vernon area. 

(4) Establish a new motor coaoh service in the Vernon 
area. 

(5) Conduct one-man operat1ons over the IIV" line. 

(6) D1scont1nue a. port10n of the IIRI! rail l1ne on 

Larchmont Boulevard and on Third Street westerly ot Wilton Place. 

(7) 
( 8) 

Reroute the "Rtl a.nd. IIS" lines. . 
I 

Erect and ma1nta1n exempt s1gns at twelve des1gnated 
grade crossings in the City of Vernon in order to reduce the number 

ot stops that would otherw1se be required to be made by motor 

coaches operat1ng on the proposed extens10n as set out 1n Item 4 

hereina.bove. 

Pub11c hearings wer~ held before Exam1ner Syphers in Los 

Angeles on May 6 and 25, 1954, on which dates evidence was adduced 

and on the last named date the matter was subm1tted. 

At the hearing a w1tness for app11cant described the 

proposals and test1f1ed as to the alleged improvements which would 
be brought about by the proposed changes~ As to the abandonment 

of ra1l fac1l1t1es 1n Vermont Avenue and Monroe Street and the 

construction of new traclt in New Hampshire and Helrose Avenues, it 

was pointed out that these changes ,.,111 permit a turnaround opera-

t10n so that one-man P.C.C. ca.rs may be used on the !IV" line. 

Exhibit No. 10 shows the proposal in this respect while Exhibits 

Nos. 11 and 12 show alternate proposals for effe:ting this turn-
around, one being a "loop operation on pr1vate property and tbe 

other being a wye turnaround. However, the witness observed that 

the loop operation is not now feaSible since the private property 
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which would be necessary has not been purchased by the Board of 

Education. The wye operation is feasible and the appli'cant has no 

particular objection thereto although it was the opinion of the 

witness that the operation around the block would be more satis-

factory. Opposit1on to the around the block operation was voioed 
by representatives of the Los Angeles City Collep;e since the college 

has plans in the future for acquiring New Hampsh1~e Avenue. They 

~Ad no part1cular object1ons to the wye operation, however. EXhibit 
No. :3 was submitted in thiS connection. 

As to the proposal to abandon tracks-and fac1lities in 

the Vernon area and to establish a new motor coach serv1ce, the 

City of Vernon voiced approval of this proposal. The proposal to 

erect and maintain exempt signs at twelve designated grade cross1ngs 

was made .in order to facilitate operations of the ne~., motor coach 

route. Witnesses represent1ng the railroads 1nvolved 1nd1oated no 

opposit1on to the erection and ma1ntenance of exempt signs at two 

crossings but did object to such installations at the other cross-

ings concerned. Testimony as to these cros~1ngs was presented by 

w1tnesses for the ra1lroads concerned and 1n th1s connection 
Exhibits 18 and 19 were submitted. 

Public witness test1mony supported t~e installat10n of 
the new bus line Since 1t would prov1de serv1ce to industr1es not 

now receiVing any pub11c transportat1on serVice. This testimony 

was presented by representat1ves and employees of var10us 1ndustrial 
1nstallations 1n the a~ea. 

Concern1ng the p~oposal to conduct one-man operations 

over the ex1st1ng "VII l1ne, oppos1t1on thereto was expressed by 

the president of the Transportat1on Un10n ~~h1ch represents the 
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operators, maintenance men and mechanics work1ng for the Los 

Angeles Trans1t L1nes. The w1tness did not oppose the P.C.C. oars 

but was opposed to one-msn operations on the bas1s that there are 

now approximately ten old,er men 1n the employ 01' the company who 

are not phys1cally capable 01' operating as motormen but who can 

work as second men on the pack e;'ld ot a streetoar in taking of 
tickets and related dut1es. 

Relative to the proposal to d1scont1nue a,port1on of the. 
"RII l1ne on Larchmont Boulevard and on Third Street, var10us 

witnesses who are res1den1;s and property owners in the area testi-

fied as to the advantages of this proposal. It was observed that 

these rail fac1l1ties are used but very l1ttle and that there is 

adequate transportation in the area. Furthermore the present ra1l 
faCilit1es constitute a nuisance in that the cars are no1sy and 
there are poles in the center of the street to support the overhead 
lines. 

Exhib1t No. 1 is a map shoWing the general over-all 

proposal. Exhibit No. Z was reserve~ for uhe Union Pao1r1~ Rail-
road, but subsequently thA~ oompany presented ~ts te8t~mony ora11y. 

Exhibit No. 4 is a petit10n of the reSidents ot the Larohmont areA 

requesting discont1n~ance of the streetcar facilities as proposed 
here~n.. ExlUb1 t No. 5 is I), zone ma.p ot the Los Angeles Transit 

Linea showing the ~reeent zones which have been set up ~or rate 

purposes. The proposed bus extens10n w1ll be in zone 2. Exhibit 
\ 

No. 6 is a map showlng the route of the proposed bus extens10n 

which will be deSignated Motor Coach Line No. 23. Also the exhibit 
shows the rail abandonmente which the company deSires to make in 
that area and wh1ch have been described hereinoetore. The ava1l~ 
ab1lity of P.C.C. ca.rs was shown 'by Exhib1t No.7. Exhibits Nos. 
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8 and 9 show the passenger volume at e. given point on the rail "V" 
line and the present headways as compared with the proposed head-
ways of Motor Coach Line No. 23. Exhib1ts Nos. 14 and 15 show the 
pa.ssengers boa.rd1ng and alighting from the "R" l1ne at Third Street 

and Larchmont Boulevard on designated days, and Exhibit No. 16 
shows the approximate headways of other tr~nsportation in that area. 

Exhibit No. 13 is a map of tho proposed rail abandonment 1n the 
La.rchmont area. 

The Board of Public Utilities and Transportation of the 

City of. Los An~elcs approved the proposals here1n at a. meet1ng on 
April 9, 1954. Exhib1t No. 17 shows this act1on. 

A conSideration of ~ll of the evidence presented leads 

us to the conclusion and we now find that tho proposals should be 
author1zed. We ~re $.\'lare of the b.:lsis of the· objection of the 

Transportation Union as to one-man operation of P.C.C. cars
1 

There 

is no reason to believe that this type of operat1on w111 not be 

satisfactory. Our principal concern must be w1th the public inter-

est. As to the oppos1tion of the Los Angeles yity College to the 

construction of tracks on New H~mpsh1re Avenue, our order will be 

1n the alternative, authorizing either the around the block opera-
tion or the construction of a wyo. 

Concerning the proposed grade crossing exempt Signs, 
atter a consideration ot the eVidence we conclude that exempt 

signs should be constructed at seven ot these crossings but are 

not ro~u1red at this time as to the remain1ng five. In author-
izing these exemptions we a.dmon1sh applicant. that strict adher.en,ce 

to Section 1605 and 1606 ot General Order No.9? is essential to 
sate operation over any railroad grade cross1ng. 

. . 
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o R D E R ......... - --
Application as above-en~itled having been flled, public 

hearings hav1ng been held thereon, the Commiss10n be1ng tully 

adv1sed in the premises ~nd hereby find1ng that publi~ oonvenience 
and necess1ty so requ1re, 

IT IS ORDERED' that a cer~1ficate ot public convenience 
and necess1ty be, and 1t hereby 1s, granted to the Los Angeles 

Transit L1nes author1zing the establ1shment and operation ot a 

service as a passenger stage corporat1on, as that term 1s defined 
~ , 

in Sect1on~of the Publ1c Ut1l1t1es Code, for the transportation 

ot persons along the routes and between the p01nt~ here1nafter 

spec1f1ed, and aS,an extension and enlargement of, and to be 
consolidated 1-11 th, appl1cant I s existing rights: 

Leonis Boulevard-Santa Fe Avenue Motor Coaoh Line 
No. 2:3. 

Commencing at the intersection of Slauson Avenue 
and Santa Fe Avenue (County of Los Ange+es) thence via 

Santa Fe Avenue, Pac1fic Boulevard, Leon1e Doule-

vard and Distr1ct Boulevard to S2nd Street (C1ty of 
Vernon) and return1ng v1a,the reverse thereof. 

Coaches to be turned, at term1ni and 1ntermed1ate 

p01nts, 1n e1ther d1rect10n, at 1nterseetl'ons of' streets 

or by operat1ng around not more than two blocks cont1guous 
to such 1ntersect1ons. 

IT IS FtJRTHER ORDERED that the Los Angeles Transit L1nes 
be, and it hereby 1s, author1zed to: 

(1) Abandon the follow1ng ra1l fac1l1t1es now 1n plaoe 1n 
Vermont Avenue and Monroe Street: 

0-
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One track (westerly traok).in Vermont Avenue trom 

Melrose Avenue to Monroe Street, one traok (southerly 

track) in Monroe, Street trom Vermont Avenue to New 

Hampshire Avenue, and traok in Monroe Street trom New 
Hampshire Avenue to 174 feet westerly thereof. 
(2) Construct new traok and appurtenanoes over and along 

the follow1ng descr1bed route: 

One track from the intersection of Monroe Street 

and New Hampshire A'~renue via New,Hampshire Avenue and 
Melrose Avenue to Vermont Avenue, together w1th curve 
connect1ons to 1ntersect1ng tracks. 

(:3) Abandon the trQ,cks and faoi11 t1es in a.nd along the 
following-desoribed route: 

From Vernon Avenue and Santa Fe Avenue via Santa 

Fe Avenue to approximately 21 feet southerly of the 

oenter 11ne of S8th Street; 

From Pacifi0 Boulevard and Leonia Boulevard via 

Leonis Boulevard to ~~pprox1mately 2S feet westerly ot 

the center 11ne of Downey Road. 

(4) Conduct one-man operations over the existing "V" line 
as mod1f1ed by the above proposed c~~ges through the use o~ 

s1ngle and P.C.C. type oo.r$. The "V" line is hereby authorized 
to be operated over the following route: 

From off-street torminal easterly of Santa F~ 
Avenue at Pacif1c,.Boulevard via Pacif1c Boulevard., 

Vernon Avenue I Vermont Avenue and ~tonroe Street to 

New Hampshire Avenue .:l.nd return via, .. N.ew Hampsh1re 
, . ~ ,,;. ,'- { I : I '." • _ , .. 

Avenue and Melrose Av.enue to Vermont Avenue, (or in 
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the alternative, viliL New l;1ampshire Avenue and Monroe 

Street to Vermont Avenue), then via the reverse of 

the above. 

(5) Discontinue that portion of its rail line "R" on 
Larchmont Boulevard and cln Third Street ~reeterly of Wilton Place 

and abandon track and facilities in and along the follow1ng-
described route: 

From Th1rd. Street and N'11 ton Place v1a Th1rd Street 

and Larchmont Boulevard to Helrose Avenue. 
(6) Reroute the "R" a.nd "8" l1nes over the following-

described routes: 

(a) ~rh1tt1er Boulevard-West Third Street Ra1l 
L1ne uR". 

From orr-street term1n~1 at ~tt1er Boulevar~ 
and Brannick,Avenue, thence via. Wh1tt1er Boulevard, 

Boyle Avenue, Seventh Street, Vermont Avenue and Third 

Street to otf-s~reet terminal ea.sterly of Wilton Plaoe 
at Th1rd Street, also from the 1ntersection of 'rh1rd 

Street a.nd Vermont Avenue v1a. Vermont Avenue to orr-

street terminal at F1rat Street and Vermont Avenue • 
(b) • San Pedro Stroet-West Seventh Street Rail 

Line nsn. 
From Manc~e6ter Avenue and Central Avenu~ v1a 

Central Aven1;le, Gage Avenue,.Avalon Boulevar<;l, San 
Pedro Street, Seventh Street, Vermont Avenue, and 
E1ghth Street to Western Avenue. 

(7) Erect and ma1nti~in exempt signs at the ra11roa9- cross-
1ngs here1narter Bet forth along Motor Coach Line No. 23, in 
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aeeorda.nce ,.,1 th the provisions of Part 16 ot General Order 98 and 
Seotion 576(d) of the California Vehicle Code: 

Crossing Number LOcB.t1on Number of tracks 
2H-184, C 5400 Santa Fe Avenue 1 traok 
BG-487.3 C Snnta Fe Avenue at Fruit-

land Avenue 2 tracks 
2H-l.57 C Santa Fe Avenue at 48th 

Street 1 traok 
2H-l.49 C Santa. Fe Avenue at 45th 

Street 1 traok 
2H-l.48 C Le'on1s Boulevard immediately 

east of Pacifio Boule-
va.rd. 1 track 

:3A-3.85 C Downey Road immediately 
north of Leonis Boule-
vard. 1 tra.ok 

2.5B-l.4l C District Boulevard immedi-
ately west of Cudahy 

'. Avenuo 1 track 

In prOViding service pursuant to the oertificate he~ein 
granted there shall be co~plianoe with the follo,dng service regu-
la.tions: 

(8.), ~'11 thin thirty days after the effective d.ate 
hereof, a.pplicant sl'lall tile a wr1 tten 
acceptanoe of the oertificate herein granted~ 

(b) Within'sixty days after the effeotive d~te 
hereof,.a.nd upon not leAS than f1ve daysf 
notice to the Commission and the publi0, 
applioant shall eDta.blish the service 
herein authorized a.nd file in triplioate 
and concurrently make effeotive tariffs 
sat1sfaetory to the Commission. 

The abandonment of rail servioe hereinabove authorized 

shall be made only after thirty days' notioe to the Commission 

and to the public. 

Failure of applicant to comply with any of the 
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prov1s1ons, of this o~der, without pr10r authorization ot this 
Comm1ssion, will render the author1ty herein granted null and 

vo1d. 

after 

day of 

~he effective date ot this order shall b,e twenty days 

the date hereo~ 't ' /L . 

~z=:;~ ~ ~ ,19S4. ( , , 

U 

, Ca11tornia, th1s 

Commissioners 

JU:stil~ :F. Craetrlor 
Com::l~o~ioncr ...••.•.•.•••••••••••••••••..•••••••• , be1Dg 
~o~~:c!ll"l:y o."occnt. did not J:)llrtici:pate 
~~ t~o ~isuositio~ of thl: proceoding. 
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