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Decision No .• _5_0_1._8_0_·~ 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC 'Oll'ILITIES COMMISSION OF 'rEB STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of PACIFIC GREYHOUND LINES ) 
for author1ty to abandon se~vice between ) 
San Mateo and Half Moon Bay~ ) 

. ' , 

Applicat~on No~ 35118 

Douglns Brookman, for applicant. 
Geor~e ~. Dunn, for Halt Moon B'ay Chamber ot Commerce: 
Carr S. Pechtel, for the S~n Mateo County Harbor 

commIssion, protest~nt. 
Manuel .r~ Be'ttencourt .. protestant. 
Charles E. Bridgett or the Commission's stafr~ 

bPI 'N ION ----.....,...,..-
In the above;"ent1tled upplication Po.citic G:reyhound Lines 

requests ~uthority to discontinue pa~onger sto.~ serv1eo botween 

San Mateo end Half Moon Bay and intermediato po1nts~ A publ1e 

hearing theroon was hold bofore Examdner Paul at Half Moon B~y on 

May $, 1954 at tho conclusion or which tho matter was subm1ttod~' 

Tho only witness in this procooding was tho gonoro.l 

trnff1c ~nagcr or applicant. He testified that applicant is 

opernting one round trip daily schedule except snturdays,Sund~ys 

and ho11dnys betwoen thoso pOints ns follows: 

7:20 n.m •. tv. Holf Moon Bay 

7:58 a.m. Arr. Sc.n Mo.too 

Arr. 6:10 p~m~4 

Lv. 5:40 p.m. ,. 

Tho witness stctod thot formerly servico ~d boon run 

on 0. daily bo.sis. During 1952 it wos reduced to only fivo d~ys ~ 

woek bccCl.use of the docroo.:so in tho usc of tho line. The po.ssongor 

and express rovenues ror tho rirst throe months of 1954 ~ounted 
to $110.84 o.nd $1.69 respectively, a total of $112.53. This 

nvero.god ~bout soven cents a milo for the 1,612 milos oporated ' 

during tho.t period. The totol out-or-pocket expensos for that 

period cmountod to $607.22 rosulting in n not oporo.ting loss of 
\ 
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$494.69. On a m11c~gc bnsis the oxpenses and loss nmountod to 

$0.37669 nnd $0.30688 respoet1voly.Tho expenses charged to tho 

oper~t1on do not includo nny ~llowAnce tor ndm1n1str~tion, 

suporv1s10n~ office oxpenso, advertising nor tho eost of tiekets 

or roport for.ms nor gonoral ovorhead oxpense (Exhibit No.1). 

The witness said there hed beon no app~eciable chango in tho 

r~venues and expenses of the operation during the last 15 months. 

During 1953 th~ opor~tion produced passengor and express operating 

revenue of $456.08 and $1$.52 rospeetively. This amountod to a 

total gross opera.ting reVOllUO of $471.60. Tho average WOoS 

$0.07099 per milo tor tho 6,,643 milos operated during thO.t poriod. 

The total out-ot-pockot ex:pensos for tho yeor 1953 wos $2,517.23 

which is $0.37893 per mile ot operation. Tho total not operating 

loss for tho poriod WOoS $2,045.6" which avoraged about 30 conts 

por mile. 

Tho witness stated that ono unit of equipment with 0. 

c~rrying capacity of 41 passeng~rs is used in the servico. Exhibit 

No • .3 shows tho.t during the month of April 1954 applicant trans-

ported 77 passengors from Halt Moon Bay to Snn Mateo avoraging 3.5 

p~ssongers per trip. Fronl San M~too to Half Moon Bay 93 passongors 

woro transported which o.vc,ro.god 4.3 po.ssongers per trip_ Applicant 

tronsported 0 total 01"170 passengers on 22 operating days in April 

which averagod 7.72 possengers por do.y or 3.86 possongers por trip. 

The number of po.sscngers per trip voriod .from. one to 8 passengers. 

App1icc.nt Ts w1tnoss stoted tho.t system-wido pElssenge~ 

traffic has beon decreasing moro ropidly during tho lost fow months 

than at any othor time in its h1story. Such decrease in traffic 

is bocoming 1ncroosingly luore ocuto~ so ho SQ1d. The doclino was 

vory much sho.rpcr during 'bhe month of April. He expressed tho 

opin1on tho doclino in pa.ssonger tro.ff1e is duo pr inc ipo.11y to tho 
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oxtensivo lncro~so 1n the uso of priv~to ~utomob11os. Exhib1t 

No.4 shows tho sY:3tom-w1dcl ch~nge exper10nced for thc months of 

J~nuory, Fobru~ry ond March of 1953 compared with the same months 

of 1954. 
January Fobruo.ry M~rch 

V<il-<,,-Ut.. Decrea.s~ y~c"",,,.rC'.. Decrease O~C"'''AJ"e. Decrease 
Amount . Per cent Amount Per Cent Amount Per cent . 

lo.ssenger 
Revenue $123,872.00 4.02 $161,330.00 5.96 $274,445.00 9.l6 

Number of 
passengers 
ca.rried 154,333 

Miles 
operated 158,900 

P~ssenger 
miles 

2.00 209,204 

The proposa~ or appl~onnt wn~ opposed by the Ha1r Moon Bn~ 

Chamber of Commerce, the San M~t,eo County Harbor COmmission and 
eerto.1n individuals. The only e'7i<lenee nddueed by protestant s' was 

what may have been developed by c:ross-exum1:oa. t10n of applicant r"s 
w1tness o.nd sta.tements by the re}:'resentatives of various prote'stants. 

Protestunts ndvocated that applieant should institute a service 

between Belmont and Half Moon Bay which would have its origin ~t 

Bolmont, thence follow '0. route westE>rly to Hal!' Moon Bo.y,'tb.once 

northerly along stute Highway 1 through Sharp Park o.nd other 

communities to s~ Fr~ne1seo o.s tho othor torminal po1nt. Much 

emphasis was placed by protestantz on tho noed for 0. more frequont 

service between Sun Mateo and tho eoast-side area of San Matoo 

County. Ono proto stant pOintod out that in order to ~ko a trip 

from Moss Boo.eh~ seven miles north ot Half Moon Bo.y~ to San Mateo 

would roquire sponding one night at Half Moon Bay bocauso ot tho 

arrangement of schedules of npplic~t serving thoso points. It 

was not shown, however, that thoro hAd over boon any noed tor suoh 
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"serv1co.· Roprosontc.t1ves trom' Shc.rp Pa.rk compl~1ned about tho 

lock ot servico to and from San Mateo.' Hero aga.in no ov1donco 

was prosontod 'to domonstra. to £i pub11c 'need tor such serv1ce. 

The record shows that Bpplicant has been operating ane 

"' round trip between San Mateo and Half Moon Bay five days a week 

, to'!' the last year at the times indicated' a.bove. 'l'h'e route d1~itaneo 

is '1} mile's between these points. According to the eV1den£e the 

\','. operating revenues trom th1s 11ne have been approxima.tely""2S per 
• • ,., "\.~ ,"', I' ,!.... 

cent of the" ·out-of-poeket c'osts of the operation. From time to 

t1roe d1fferent arrangements of schedules have ~een 'establ~,s~ed in 

an attempt to' dave lop an i:ncreas(3d use of :the servic e' which has 

failed to materialize. These schedules were des1gned to make 

direct connections with'certain main-line schedules on u. S~ 

Highwuy 101 (El Camino Real). 

While those in oppos'i tic-n to applicont t s plan contended 

that persons living a.t Sh!l:rp Po.rk nnd Holt Moori Bny desired 0. 

better arrangement of schodulos, tho oxtont of thnt need wns not 

shown. No. one a.ppoared who, had 07cr used tho servico betweon the 

.... : points involved. 

Tho" record shows tho.t tho conduct of the opera.tion ha.s 

been at" 0: continuing loss o:f about 30 cents Il mile,. An a.verage 

usc of less tho.n' three po.ssfongors 0. trip in our opinion 1ndicatos 

th'D.t the public need for tn()" servico to 0.1'1 intonts and·'purposos 

hQS wholly d1s~ppoQrod. In the light of those circumstances tho 

carrier should not bo'roquirod t~ continuo such opero.t1ons. Th1s 

is po.rticulo.rly true whon' considoration is given to the presont 

systom-wido status ot tho cc,rrior which is ind1co.tQd by 0. cont1nu1r.g 

and rather ro.p'1d doclino in tro.1'1'1e .• , 

Arter full considoration of 0.11 tho ovidence in this 



tit •• A. 35118 AM 

proceeding, the Commission finds th~t public convonienco ~nd 

necessity no longer require passenger stage sorvico betwoen Holt 

Moon Bay ~nd S~n Matoo and nppliccnt will be authorized to 

discontinuo the servico. 

An ~pplicotion therofor h~ving boon f11cd~ a pub11c hearing 

having boen hold thereon, and based upon tho evidonce ot rocord, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) Th~t p~cir1c Greyhound Lines is hereby authorized to 

discontinuo p!'.ssengor stnge servicel between Half Moon So.y and Snn 

Moteo and intermediate pOints provided that appropriate notice. sho.ll 

be posted in all equipment used on the line involved horein and at 

011 st~t1ons of applicant ulong such lino including San Mateo and 

H~lt Moon Buy ~t loast 15 days next prior to discontinuanco of tho 

sorvico. 

(2) That tho operativo right to conduct tho servico 

reforrod to in po.r~gro.ph (1) of th11~ ordor, as more particularly 

so~ fo~th in ~outo No. 14.10 At Firat Rovised Pngo 4l or Appona~ A 

or Doc1sion No. ~7907 is horeb! revoked and annulled. 
(3) 'l'ha.t Appond.1x .A or Docision No. 479o.Z is hercor 

amendod. by incorporating theroin Second Rov1sod. :Pego 25 a.tta.ohocl' 

horeto as Appondix A. 
(4) Th~t applicant sh~ll comply with the provisions ot 

Gonoral Ordors Nos. 98 o.nd 79 by o.pproprio.to roissuos or supplo-

montol filings ot tariffs and t~otablos 1ntr1pl1cato and on not 

loss than 1$ days' notico to the Commission ~nd to tho public 
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rotlect1ng tho ~uthor1ty heroin gr~tod. 

Tho offective date of this order shall be twenty days 

~rtor the dntc 

____ -.,&-~--_-doy or ____ ~~;.;::x.,)....::;;::.,-~-1954. 

COMMISSIONERS 
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APPENDIX A PACIFIC GREYHOUND LINES • Second Revised Page 41 

Cancels 
First Revised Page 41 

14.07 - Between Agnew Junction and Santa Clara: 

From the junction of By-Pass U.S. Highway 101 and 
Santa Clara-Agnew Road (Agnew Junction), over Santa 
Clara-Agnew Road to junction U.S. Highway 101 
(Santa Clara), to be operated as an alternate route. 

14.08 - Between San Francisco and Santa Cruz: 

From San Francisco, over California Highway 1 to 
Santa Cruz. 

14.09 - Between San Francisco and Santa Cruz (Skyline Route): 
From San Francisco, over California Highway 1 to 
ju~ction California Highway 5 (Skyline Junction), 
thence over California Highway 5 to junction 
California Highway 9 (Saratoga Gap), thence over 
California Highway 9 to Santa Cruz. 

*14.10 - Intentionally left blank. 

14.11 - Between Sunnyvale ,Junction and Santa Cruz: 

From junction U.S. Highway 101 and California 
Highway 9 (Sunnyvale Junction), over California 
Highway 9 to Saratoga, thence over unnumbered 
highway to Los Gatos, thence over California 
High, ... ay 17 to Santa Cruz. 

14.12 - Betweon Felton and Camp Evers: 

From junction California Highway' 5 and unnumbered 
highway (Felton), over unnumbered highway via Mt. 
Hermon to junction California Highway 17 (Camp Evers). 

Issued by Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
'SG:tSO *Changed by Decision No. ____ _ 

Correction No. 64 


