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Decision No. __ 5_0_1_9_9_ 

BEFORE TEE ?UBLIC UTILITIES CO!yn,!ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
UNITED WATER TAXI CO. for a Common ) 
Carrier Certifies. te for the Operation) A:pp11ca,t1on No. 35268 
of a Water Tax1 Service in San Diego ) 
Harbor. ) 

---------------------------) 
John C" McRose and John Gertlld Driscoll, J1"" 

tor applicant.' , 
Rooel"t T. Sjogrer:" Deputy City Attorney .. for 

the Harb~r 6ornr:'l1ssion of the City of 
San Diego .. interested party. 

Clinton S. AbornathI, Senior Transportation 
Rate Expert, for the Commission's staft. 

OPINION .............. ---"--

United Water Taxi Co. is a California co~orat1on. By 

the application hel"ein it seeks a certificate of public conven-

ience and necessity permitting it to operate a service as carrier 

by vessel of passengers and property between points of anchorage 

in San Diego Bay and Coronndo Roads and docks in San Diego Bay. 

A public hearing was held in San Diego on April 28, 
1954, before Examiner Rogers, evidence was ~resented and the 
matter was submitted subject to the filinG of an amendment to the, 
a,p11cat1on. The amen~~ent has been filed and the matter is 

ready tor deCision. 

The applicant ,resented evidence as follows:' 

Applic~~t has been performing o,oration3 since 1926 as 

horeinafter set forth, principally serving Navy personnel but not 
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restricted to Navy personnel, and will continue to operate in the 

same manner 1f certificated. Ail service is on call. There are 

no competing carrier's e' It has no boats of its own. Eighteen . ' 

water taxis, varying from 38 feet to 44 teet in length, are owned 

by 11 different part1es and render the service 1nvolved. Star and 

Crescent Boat Company owns' six of the boats, W. A. Hoss owns 

three, and n1ne indiv1duals own one each. Substant1ally the same 

owners have furni~hed the boats used since the corporation was 
formed in 1926. Applicnnt uses at present fac1lities at three 

. (1) 
docks in:~lln Diego: the Broadway Land1nz and the Fifth Avenue 

Land1ng leased from the San Dieco Harbor Depa.rtment, ruld the 

Pleet Landing leased trom the United States Government. At each 

landing ap,licant has pur~ers whose function is to mal<:e change 

and collect charges all of which are collected at the various 

landings ,r1or to embarking or after disembark1ng. From each 

landing service1s regular.ly rendered to and from ships at anchor 

at designated points or anchorages in and about the harbor. All 

monies collected are placed in an account from which all expenses 

'of the applicant are paid. Such expenses inolude payments tor the 

use of the docks and the salaries of pursers, but not the costs 

of opera. ting the boats. Atter the apl'lican'~f s costs are deducted 

from the money collected the entire balance of the casn on hand is 

distr1buted monthly to the boat owners pro-ra.ta. according to the 

num~er 01' hours the boat or boats of each owner operated. SerVice 

is perforced 24 hours per day~ seven days per week. Each owner 

It can use three additional docks ifrequ1red. 
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pays the expenses of operating his boat and rece1ves compensat10n 

based on tho number of hours h1s boats are used, not the n~uber 
of passengers carried. 

App11cant's present ~nd proposed rates are as tollows: 

SCHEDULED SERVICE 

Passenger service: 

Betwoen points on San Diego Bay 

Between points on San D1ego Bay 
on the one hand and ships at 
anchor in the Coronado Roads on 
the other hand 
(IF EQUIPMENT IS AVAILABLE) 

Children under 12 years 01' age will 
be carriod free when not occupying 
a seat to the exclusion of other 
passengers. 

Baggage service: 

Hand baggace or passengers will be 
carried tree. 

taundrv: 

A charge of 15 cents per bag for 
laundry carried by la.undrymen will 
be assessed. . 

Ice Cream: 

A charge 01' 1,$ cents per co.rton of 
ice cream transported for ice cream 
vendors. 

On Call Service in Snn Diego Bay: 

Per vessel. 
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25 cents per 
passenger per 
one-way ride. 

50 cents per 
passenger per 
one-way ride. 
(Subject to a' 
m1nimum charge 
ot 25 paid. 
tares) •. 

~~lO.OO per hour 
tor 25 passen-
gers or less 
plus 2.$ cents 
per hour for 
each pas.senger , 
in: . excess of .2.$. . 
wi th a· minimUm. 
charge or ~S~OO. 
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The Navy port control officer for San Diego testified 

that the applicant's service is convenient and useful for the Navy 
personnel. He said that ,.;hen there is a concentration of ships 
above normal in the harbor the Navy does not have enough boats to 
carry the .J.iberty parties between the ships and the shore and 

applicant provides such servic0~ In addition, he said, thG appli-

c~.nt provides oxc:ellont service at nights when tho ship t s boats do 
not runo The service ~ugments tho Navyts services, and it desires 
th~t the service be continued. 

The Commission has reviewed tho record herein and is of 

the opinion and :f'~\onds th~t public convenience and nocess.1ty require 

the operation by applicant of a sorvice for the transportation of 

persons and property by vessel as set forth in the order herein. 
Because of the fact th~t app11c~nt neither owns nor 1 

leases the boats e.nd equipment which will be usod in tho pcrformc.nco ./ 

of tho service heroin certificated, we hereby find thnt public con-

vcnionco and necessity require that, ns a condition or th0 grtlnt: of 
the nuthor1ty herein, ~ppliccnt shall C'.ssume all obligotions ora 

public utility which m~y arise ~s ~ result ot or mny bo incurred in 

the oporntion ot such bo~ts ~nd cquipmont~ ApplicC'ontls ob11g~t1ons 

\ 
\ 
I 

( 

sh~ll be the Srulle ~s though it owned these bo~ts, end oquipment. . / 
Uni ted Wnter Truc1 Co., r.. corpor~tion'T. is hereby plnced 

upon notice thnt oper~tivc rights, as such~ do not constitute a 
class of property which m~y be c~p1t~11zed: or used as ~n clement 
of value in rnte fiXing for nny amount of'monoy in excess of thnt 

originnlly p~id to tho St~te e.s the c'onsidorntion for the grnnt or 
such rights. Aside from their purely permissive nspoct, they 
extend to the holder n full or pnrt1al monopoly of ~ class or 
business. This monopoly fcnture mny be ch~gcd or dostroyed at 

~ny time by the Stnte, which is not in cny respect limited to the 
number of rights which m~y be given. 
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Applic~tion ns ~bove entitled h~ving boon filed, a pub11C 

hen::-1ri'g hnv1ng been held, the matter hco.v1ng been submittod :md tho 

Commission being fully ~dv1sed in tho premisos, 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

(1) Th~t ~ c6rt1fic~tc of public convonience nnd necoss1t~, 

ns provided in Section 1007 of the Public Utilities Code, bo, ~nd it 
heroby1s; granted to United Wcter T~1 Co., n corporotion, ~uthor-
1zing the ostnblishment nnd opernc10n of c. service ns t\ common 
cnrr1or'tor the trc.nsport~tion of persons end property by vessol 
between docks in the City of St\n Diego, on the one hnnd, nnd; on 
tho other hDnd, ships nt r-.nchor in Snn Diego B~y, including the 
Coronado Ronds, ~nd elso lc.nd1ngs on North Island nnd ct Coroncdo, 
subject to the provision thnt United Water T~i Co. shall assumo ~ 

all obligctions of 0. public utility which mc.y ariso os a rosul. t of o:r \ 
mny be incurred in the operntion of said sorvico, in liko manner ~d ) ~ 
to the same extent ns though it owned the 'bonts nnd equipmont used 
in providing sn1d service. 

(2) Thct in providing service pursunnt to the cortificnte 
herein grcnted, npplicnnt shell comply with nnd observe the follow-

ing service rogul~t10ns: 

, I'" 

(cr) Wtthin thirty d~ys after the eftcctivo date 
'hereof, ~pplic~nt sholl file 0 written 
nccept~nce or the certific~te horoin granted. 
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after the 

(b) W1thin'sixty d~ys after the effective date 
hereof, and upon l'loOt less than five day~t 
notice to the Commission and the public, 
a~~licant shall establish the service 
herein authorized and rile in triplicate 
and concurrently make effectIve tarIffs 
and time schod1.:.les satisfactory to the., 
Commission. ' 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

Dated 

this ·--c2~-7rJ,:.'-
j' 

~ ,g .. w;~~ 
(fl_l • .y..yo ~~. 

Commissioners 

'. 

Xonnoth :\?ottel' 
••••.•• , being' Commlno"loncr .............. ···········~···· . to 

nocoo~lrlly ~be~nt. did not ~~rt1c~~~ . 
in tho ~i:~o~ltlQn 0: th1~~r~cooding. 

'.,,"\" 
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