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Decision No. 50249 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA . . 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
CLAUDE P. ELLIS, doing business. as ) 
BIG CREEK STAGE LINES for a cert1f1-) 
cate of public convenfenee and neces-) 
sity, to operate a passenger stage ) 
corporation between Fresno and Mono ) 
Hot Springs, including the 1nter- ) 
mediate pOints of CloViS, Prather, ) 
Auberry, Shaver, Lake, Big Creek, and ) 
Lakeshore, but excluding service ) 
between Fresno and Clovis. ) 

Application No. 35,57 

In the above-ent1tle~ application ClaUde P. Ellis requests 

a certificate of public convenience and necessity to estab11sh and 

operate a scrvic.e as a passenger stage corporation for the tran~­

portation of passengers and their bagg~ga between Fresno and B1g 

Creok p.nd the interm.ediate points of Clovis, Prather, Auberry and 
Shaver L~o, but exclUding service between Frosno ~nd CloV13~ 

Sonsonal sorvico is elso requested betwe~n Frosno nnd LakGshoro and 

between Fresno and Mono Hot Springs. 

Applicant proposes to render service d~i1y, excepting 

Sundcys and ho11d~ys, botwoen Frosno and Big Crook n~d tho ~bovo 

intermediate points. In addition, service is proposed daily, except­

ing Sundnys ~nd holideys, betweon Fresno nnd Lakoshore from M~y 16 to 

September 30 of o~ch yc~r ~nd thrice woekly betwoen Frosno end Mono 

Hot Springs from June 1, to September 1, of e~ch ye~r. 

The proposed fnrc from Fresno to Big CroCk, n dist~co of 

72 miles, will be three dollnrs one w~y end fivo dollars round tr1p; 

the fare to tnkcshoro, 82 miles, will bo tour doll~rs ona way nnd 

six doll~rs round trip; ~.nd the inro to Hono Hot Springs, 101 milos, 

will bo six dollnrs one w~y nnd ten dol1~rs round trip. A separnto 
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schedule of fares is proposed from Clovis. Children under 12 years 

of age will be carried at half fare; baggage under 50 pounds per 

adult fare will be carried freo of charge. 

Applicant proposes to utilize nine piecos of equipment 

in the operation of said service, including two carryalls and two 

6-passenger sodan automobilos. 

Applicant's financial st~tomont discloses a not worth of 

more than $;6,000, including $6,000 cash. Linbi1it1es aro shown to 

be $1,000 and arc secured by a rcal property mortg~ge. 

As just1ficntion for the authority sought, applicant 

allegos that there is no passenger service being rendorod at present 

between the pOints proposed to be served in this ~pplicat1on. 

~pplicant has exclUded service between Fresno nod Clovis ~cc~usc 

Moyers Stages is presently serving those two points. 

Applicnnt states th~t he is well ~cqucinted with pOints 

sought to be served, having hnd the U~ S. mnil contrcct in the nren 

since 1938. He is n1so well nc'quaintod with tho residonts living 

along the proposed route and knows their need for service and how 

much thOY are willing to pay for it. 

In addition to regulnr need for passenger servico by tho 

loc~l rosidcnts, the summer se~son demand is ever incre~sing, result­

ing in numerous requests for such service by npp11cant. 

~!ter full consider~t1on of the r~cts presented, the 

Commission is of the opinion and hereby finds that public convott­

iencc ~nd necessity ~cqu1re the establishment nnd operation of the 

proposed service. ~ public hearing docs not appear to be nocessary 

and n cort1fic~te will be gr~ted. 

Cl~ude P. Ellis is hereby placed upon notice thnt opcr~t1ve 

rights, ns sucb,'do not constitute a class of property which may bo . ,.'" ,. ~ 

cnpitalizcd or used ~s ~ eloment of value in rate fixing for nny 
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amount of money in excess of that originally paid to the State as 

the considerat10n for the grant of such rights. Aside from their 

purely permissive aspect, they extend to the holder a full or 

partial monopoly of a class of business over a particular route. 

This monopoly feature may be changed or destroyed at any time by 

the State, which is not in any respect limited to the number of 

rights which may be given. 

Application having been filed, the Commission being fully 

informed therein, and it having been found that public convenienco 

and necessity so require, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That a certificate of public convcnien«c and necessity 

is hereby gr~ted to C1aud~ P. Ellis authorizing tho cst~blishment 

Clnd operation oto. service CLS a passenger st[\ge corporation, o.s 

defined in Section 226 of the Pub11c Utilities Code, for tho trans­

port~tion of petsscngers and their b~.ggngo.:, 

(0.) Between Fresno and Big Crook and the intermediate pOints 
of Clovis, Prnthor, Auberry and Shaver Ltike; 

(b) Between Big Croek and ~~eshore 'from May 16 to September 30 
of e~ch year as on extension nnd enlargement of, and to bo 
consolidated with, the right described in (0.) above; 

(c) Between Lukoshore end Mono Hot Springs from June 15 to 
September 15 of co.ch yc:-.r (IS an extension and enlargement 
of~ end to be consolidated w1th,the rights described in 
(~) ~nd (b) ~bove; 

(d) PrOvided, however, thClt no service sht".ll be conduc.ted 
between Fresno ~d CloVis. 

2. That in providing sorvice pursucnt to the ccrtif1cntc 

herein granted, applic~nt shall comply with nnd observe the follow­

ing service regulntions: 
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(~) Hi thin thirty day.s cfter the effec::tive dt'.ta hereof, 
:lpplic~nt shClll file D. written Ctccept~co of the 
cert1f1cD.tc herein gr~nted. 

(b) Within siXty dD.Ys D.£ter the effective d~t0 hereof, 
~nd upon not less then two dayst notice to the 
Commission ~~d the public, applic~t shall establish' 
the service heroin authorized and f110 in triplicate, 
nnd concurrently mclte e1"r.ective, D.pproprittte tnr1i'fs 
~nd t1metnbles s~tisfD.ctory to the Commission. 

(c) Subject to the D.uthority of this Commiss1on to ch~~go 
or modify them by further ordor, D.pplic~t shnll 
conduct opor~t10ns pursu~nt to the cortific~.to herein 
grnntod over D.nd along the following route: 

Commencing ct Tulo.re ~nd "M" Streets in the City 
of Fresno; thence vi~ Tul~re Street to Clovis 
Avenue; thence to Clovis on Clovis Avenue; thence 
by county road to Auberry ~nd through Auberry to 
npproximD.tcly Pineridgc; thence by stete Highway 
No. 168 to ~eshoro; and thence by United States 
Forest Service road to Mono Hot Springs. 

3. Th~t before cstnblishing the servico herein ~uthor1zed, 

cpplic~nt shall comply with the provisions of General Order No. 101. 

Tho effoctive da c of this o~do~ sholl bo the dnto ~Of_ 

'---""\Dated " 2 ~~, CC'.liforni~, this ~ 
d.:'.y of ,., .... % , 0--

Commissionors 


