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Decision No. 50332 ------
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Ma.tter of the Applica.tion of ) 
WALTER G. MITCEELL .. JR ... doing business) 
as AUTO FAST FREIGHT" tor 8. certificate) 
of public convenience and necessity to) Application No. 34731 
operate &s a highway common carrier for) 
the transportat1on of property. ) 
----------------------------------} 

Donald Murchison and Cunningham; parry and Holcomb 
by J~es E. CurJlin~ham~ for applicant. Gordon, 
Knapp and Gill oy volney V. Brown, Jr ... tor Pacific 
Freight Lines and Pacific Freight LInes Express; 
Robert Wa.lker .. Wr:1 F. Brooks and Hersy M. Moffa.t" 
tor The Atchison, Topeka and Santa. Fe Railwa.y' 
Company .. Sa."'l.ta Fe Transportation Company and. 
Railway Express Agency; H. J. Bischoff" John B. 
Robinson and Geor~e Stro~sc" for Southern California 
F'reight Lines and. Southern California Freight 
Fo::'\"r$.rder~; Ra7ffiond Tremn.1ne aIld Willirun CDJIl:oboll" 
tor C & L Freig t tInes, Inc.; protestants. 
Turcotte nnd Goldsmith by Frank Turcotte and J~ck 
O. Goldsmith" for Pixley Transportation Company, 
interested p~rty. 

OPINION 
--~----

Walter G. Mitchell .. Jr~, a.n ind1v1duol" is now conducting 

a truck transportat1on b~~1ncss undor ~ro ~ict1t1ous ~1rm names, 

ono, tho Mount~in Auto Line, is 0. certificated highway common 

carrier operation" unlimitod 0.3 to commodities, between S~ 

BornDrdino und the San Bernardino Mou."'l.to.ins resort o.~a (Decisions 

Noo. 43644 and 48382)" and tho othor, 'Auto Fast Freight is ~ 

perrdttod carrier eperation conaucted pursuant to Radial Highway 

Common C~rrior Permit No. 33-1675, contract Corrier Pe~t No. 

33-1676" Qnd City carrier Permit No. 33-1991. The certificated 

operation was acquired from Max H. Groonin April 1953, and the 

permitted carrier operations havo been conducted since M~rch 1948. 
Applicant now seeks authority to enlarge his common 

carrier operations to include 0. service between the Los Angeles 
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(1) Areu, on the one hond, and caid san Bernardino Mountains resort 

area and San Bernardino, Redlands, Riverside and Santa Ana, on the 

other hand, serving also 1ntermedi~tc points, along tho principal 

highways connecting said pOints ~nd ~ll points and placos within 

thrce milos laterally of snid highways. 

Applic~nt is not proposing to transport tho following 

commoditios: livestock; uncr~ted7 unpac~d end unwrapped now 

furniturc, electrical or gas applicncos 7 housohold goods, stoves 

end refrigerators; commodities requiring spocial equ1pment; 

commoditios in bulk; ~rt1cles of extraordinary vcluo; dangerous 

oxplosives; and commoditios injurious or cont~~~ting to other 

lading. 

The application is protosted by one railroad, threo exprCS3 

corporations, and five highway cornmon carri0rs, ell now s~rving 

in the area, or portions thoroof, onco~assed in applicxntts request. 

Public hocrings were hold in Los Angelos and So~ Bernardino 

before Ex~n~r Chiesa. Or~l ~d documcnt~ry evidenco having beon 

adducod~ the m~ttcr was suboittod for decision. 

We shall fir3t considor that portion of the record 

portaining to cpplicantTs proposal to establish c single-lino 

operation botwoon tho Los Angelos Area and tho said mountuin 
(2) . 

resort ero~, which cpplicnnt now servos, as a highwuy common 

carrier, from the City o~ Sen BernArdino. No other highway comoon 

currier is authorized to serve the said resort area. 

Six witnesses, throe represonting lcrge Los A.~gcles 

shipping concerns and three consignoos with 'businosses in said 

(1 ) 

(2) 

The Los Angoles Area is described us that territory be~~dod 
en the seuth by Firestono Boulev~rd and Manchester Avenuo; 
on tho ,vest"oy Vermont b.vonuo; en tho north by Los Feliz 
Boulevard, Son Fornendo Rond, Avenue 26, Griffin Avonue, 
Mission Ro~d, Vall~y Boulevard; end on tho east by Atlantic 
Boulevc.rd. 
Tho prinCipal places in tho s~id arca are Cedur Pines purk, 
Crestline, switz~rland, Twin Poiks, Blue Jay, Lako Arrowhead 
Villc.go, Ru..."mi:-.g Springs, Greon Valley, Jt..rrow Bear, Boar 
Creck, Big Boar ~ko, Fa~~skin, ~~d Big Boer City. 
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resort crea, testified thnt their need is ror u single-line ovor-

night service botween s~id tc~ini. At present freight c~~rges 

ure b~sed en tho combinction of two local rnt~s, Los Angelos to 

S~n Bernnrdino and San Born~rdino to dost1natio~, excopt thct ono 

common carrier publishes u joint rato with applicc~ thct i~ 

cpprox1~toly fifteen per cent lowor th~n tho co:binction or tho 

two local rates. Only a small amount ot tho tor.nngo trcnsported 

to tho resort aroa by npplicnnt originntes with this carrier. 

The Los Angeles lading is no\., token to a.pplica.nt f s Mounto.in Auto 

Line torminal in San Bernnrdino by highwa.y common co.rriers, 

private carriors, and by applicant oporating as 0. per.oittod 

carrier. Applicant testified thAt the da.ily to~go dostined to 

the mount 0. ins averages approxi~tely 13,000 pounds in ~~ntcr and 

20,000 pounds in Sl.llllmer, :nost of which originates in the Los Angoles 

Arcn. 

We nrc of the opinion thct there is substantial ovidonce 

of record justifying n highway coronon currier service betwoen tho 

Los Angelos crea and the san 3ernardi~0 Mo~~to.1ns resort oron. Tho 

rosult would bo lewor rcte3 n~d single-line epor~tion, distinct 

advo.nto.ges for both shipper o.nd consignee. Upon tho ovidonce of . 

record we find tho.t public convenience nnd nooess1ty roquire that 

applicant bo ~utbor1zed to extend ~nd enlarge his presont highwny 

common ccrrior oporation to ~~cludc service between said Los 

Angeles one mou.~ta1n resort croas. 

Applico.ntfs businoss o.s 0. pormitted carrier, conducted 

~~d0r the name of Auto Fast Freight, was commonced by hiQ in 

Riversido and Vicinity in 1948. Ho oog~~ operation in that 

loctllity with two trucks Dond two employees. As his service 
beco.~o known to the businessmen in tho oroo., tho oporations 

~oon bogan to expand to include pickups in tho Los kngolos Area, 
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which shipmonts were usually dolivored tho next ~orning to 

consignoo::! in the so-collcd "Kito h.rcott (Riverside" Colton, So.n 

Bornardino, Rodlands, end nearby sma.ller communitios) ~ At 

presont opplico.nt oporotos soven trucks end employs cloven 

persons in this phose of his busi~oss. Prosont oporntio~s ore 

conducted genero.lly ns follows: procoding day pickups tro~ 

Los Angeles o.ro delivered in the ~orning from his terminal 

situ!l.ted noar Riverside. Five so-cellod "bobto.il" trucks o.ro 

usod for this purpose. ~cliveries ore ~do first ~ Rivorsido,' 

Colton, So.n Bornardino, Rodlo.nds nnd vicinity, and tbon tho 

trucks continuo wosterly along four ~in routes serving a fow 

intor.codio.to points until thoy reecb the Los Angeles Aroo about 

middo.y. The fifth truck servos Rodlands first and thon mAkos 

supplomentary doliveries along ono or ~orc of tho soid four 

moin routos which o.ru gonorc.lly ::.long U. S. Righwoys 66" 60, 
70 o.nd 99, 91 o.nd 101 (soo ~~1b1t No.1). 

~pp11cant testified that o.pproxi~toly 99 por cent of his 

lod1ng i3 less-truck-lcad, ~~d tho.t 95 per cent of it originates 

in the Los Angelos ~r~o.. The evidence supports his statemont. 

The ship~ents o.ro pickod up in Los l~golds until about $:30 p.m., 

taken to the ter.mino.l in Riverside, sogregoted ond roloadod for 

delivery tho following mo~1ng. ~ppliccnt presentod ~ oxhibit 

showing the char~ctor one cxt~nt of his business (Exhibit No.9). 

This oxhibit lists 011 of the shipments transported by Auto Fo.st 

Freight on August 4, $, 20 and 21; Septembor 1, 2, 17 and 18; 

o.nd October 6,. 19$3. l~r. Mitcholltestifiod tho.t sc.id shipments 

and doily business nrc represento.ti~o of tbo business transactod 

by hi~ throughout the yoo.r. Said Exhibit No. 9 lists tho ~roight 

bill n~ber, commodity1 plo.co of origin, place of dostination" nnd 

weight of oach shipment. The total weight of 0.11 shipmonts ond 
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the weight of tho principc.1 cOlmO.edities transported o~eh. day by 

011 fivo of tho trucks usod oro os follows: 

Total Weight 39,,162 los. 
Weight of Princip~l Commodities: 

Faint nnd relatod products 
Printing paper and othor paper products 
11011 other commodities 

J..U/2:ust 2, 1953 
Total Weight 

Weight of Principal Co~oditio3: 

Paint and related products 
Printing paper o.r~ other paper products 
~uto parts, o.ccoss~r1os, tires 
L.11 othtZlr cOl'!mlodi tic s 

l~u/2:ust 20, 1953 

Total Weight 42,$00 los. 

Weight of Principal Corneoditics: 

Paint and related products 
Printing p~por and othor pc.por products 
Coffee 
~uto parts and accessories 
Hardwaro 
~ll othor commodities 

l.UQ'ust 21. 19$2 
Total Weight 38,063 los. 

Weight of Principal Commodities: 

Peint and related products 
Printing po-per one. othor peper products 
1.1.11 other commodities 

Sopto~bor 1, 1953 
Total Weight 

Weight or Principal Commodities: 

Paint and related products 
Printing pnpor nnd other paper products 
~11 other co~~oditios 
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20,916 1bs. 
8,,361 " 
9,600 ff 

1,,621 " 
1 $$7 fT "445 fT 

42,500 " 

26,70lJ. lbs. 
9,628 1T 

1" 731 n 
38,063 !T 

20,924 lbSe 
13,,043 It 

~ " 
36-,498 " 
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Septc~bor 2. 1953 
Total Weight 55,288 lbs. 

Woight of P~incip~l Co~odities: 

Paint ~nd relatod products 
Printing peper end othe~ peper products . 
Coffeo 
All other co~oditios 

Septo~bor 17, 1953 
Toto.1 Weig.."'t 61,,150 lbs. 

Woight of Principcl Co~oditios: 

Paint ~~d relo.tod products 
Printing peper end other p~pcr products 
Coffoo (truckload) 
Typo metal 
hll other commoditi03 

Soptember 18, 1953 
Total Weight ,32,,62,3 1bs. 

Weight 01' Princip.o.l Co:n..."!lodi tios: 

P~int and related p~oducts 
Printing paper end othor papor products 
&11 otho~ co~oditios 

October 6,. 1923 

Toto.l Weight 30,661 lbs. 

Woight of Principal Co~oditios: 

Paint ond rolo.tod products 
Printing peper o.nd other popt}r products 
~11 other co~oditiez 

• 

33,080 lbs. 
17,,110 n 
3,,867 " 
1,231 n 

55,,288 " 

12,,300 lbs. 
17,,507 " 
25,,000 n 
3,,025 " 
3,.318 " 

61,150 " 

19,230 1bs. 
11,355 n 
2,038 " 

32,623 " 

17,,660 lbs. 
10,,291 " 
2,710 " 

30,661 " 
It will be soon tho.t tho do,ily o.vcr.o.ge woight of 0.11 tho 

commoditios tro.nspo~tcd, 'oxcepting Po.1nt ond related products, 

printing peper end other peper products, some cuto po.rts and 

accossorios" and occo.sio~l shipmontz of coffeo, is o.pproximo.tely 

2,,527 pounds, or about ,505 po~~ds per oo.ch truck tho.t mnkes tho 

daily trip into the Los l .. ngelez I.roa for pickups. This evidonco 

clearly indico.tos the limited scopo of o.ppliCllntTs p~csont business. 
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Applicant c~ll~d fo~ shipper vdtno33Cs and thirteen 

consignees to testify in support ot this portion of his ~pp11c~tion. 

Two of the shippers wore in the pc.1nt bU3inoss 7 ono in tho printing 

paper businoss7 and tho other doc.lt in wholesale li~uors. Five ot 

tho consigneos dcclt in paint or Pc.1nt store products, siX used or 

sold printing p~por or other paper products, two dealt in nuto parts 7 
acce3Gorics, or t!ros~ and one in boveragos. Although c.pplicnnt now 

rondors ~ sctistc.ctory sorvice to said witnesses, it ~3 not shown 

that oxisting highwc.y co~on cc.rrio~s c~ot fu~ish ~o them re~son

ably c.dcqu~to ~d sc.tisfactory transportation. Many of them have 

not t:::-iod oxisting sorvicos, or did not lale~l that sovor~l other 

curriers operated in tho s~o territory. A pickup in tho Los ~~golos 

Arcc with a following !:lorning delivery was tho principal de:nc.nd of 

mos t wi tnossos. The pretcsta."'lts shoVlod that they aro ready" ablo 

ond willing to provide such servico. 

H~vir~ considored tho entir~ record, vro aro ~blo to find 

that 0. public necessity exists ~er cn o.dditionnl highway co~on 

carrior service for the transportation of goner~l CO:a::loditios to tho .~ 

territori~l oxtent requested by o.pplico.nt. Tho o.pplicction, 

therefore, will bo sr~~tod only in pcrt and in nccord~ce wrth tho 

findings of to.ct ~nd concl~siens 0.3 hereinabove set forth. 

Wo.lter G. Mitchell, Jr. is 'hereby plo.ced upon notice 

th~t opcro.tivc rights, o.s such, .do not constitute u Clo.S3 of 

property which mey be co.pit~11zod or used os en clement of value 

in rate fL~ing, fer any o.~Q~~t of money in oxcess of that 

erigino.lly paid to tho state o.s the consideration tor the g~ant 

ef such rights. Aside fro~ thci~ puroly pe~issivo aspoct, 

they oxtend to the holder 0. full or pcrticl !:lonopoly of 0. clo.ss 

of ousin0ss ovor a particulo.r route. This ~onopoly foature ~y 

be changcd or dostroyod 0:: o.ny time by the st~t0, which is not, 
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in any respect, limited to the number of rights which may be given. 

o R D E R - - ---
A public hearL~g hav1ng been held, the Commcission being 

fully advised in the premises and having foune as hereinabove 

set forth, 

(1) '!bat u. cort1t'1cate 01: publle eQnvenicnee and neeossit;; 

be, and it hereby 13, gr~tcd to Waltor G. Mitchell, Jr., an 

individual, authorizing him to establish and operete a service 
as a highway common carrier, as defined in Section 213 or the 

Public Utilitios Code, for the transportation of property between 

tho Los Angelos A~a, as hereinaftor described, on the one hand, 

and the points and placos situ~ted in tho mount~in rosort aroa 

of the San Bornarc1no Mo~~tu1ns, which ho is now authorizod to 

servo 0.3 0. hig.."lv.'oy con:mon carrio:-, on the othor hand, as an 

extension and enlargement of and to be conso11d~ted witn his 

present highway common carrier operating rights, subject to tho 

following restrictions and cone.itiom: 

(0) That tho Los Ang0le~ Aroa wh1ch applicont is 
o.uthorized to sorve is that which. is bounded 
o.s 1'0 11 0\'7 s : 

On tho south by Firestone Boulevard and 
Manchoster Avenue; on the wost by Vor~nt 
Avonue; on the north by tos Feliz Boulc-
ve.rd, San Fernando Road, Avenu.e 26" Griffin 
f .. V'cnuc, Mission Road, Vclley Boulevard" ond 
on the cost by Atl~~tie Boulovard. 

(b) A~pl1cunt shell not tronsport livestock; 
uncroted, unpacked ~~d unwrapped new furniture" 
eloctrical or gos applioncos" household goods, 
stoves and rofrigerators; co~oditics requir-
ing speciel equipment; commodities in bulk; 
crticlcs of oxtrtlo:-din~ry value; dangorous 
explosives; cnc co~oditio3 injurious or con-
trum1not1ng to other lading. 
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(2) That in providing service pursuant to the cert1ticate 

herein g~ted there shall ~e oompliance with the following service 

regulations : 

(a) Wi thin thirty days a.fter the ettec t1 va dat e 
heroot, app11cant sha.ll tile a writton 
acceptance or the certificate herein grantod. 

(b) Within sixty days after the eftective dato 
heroof, ~nd upon not loss than five days' 
notico to tho Commission and tho public, 
app11cMt shD.ll establish tho service h.oroin 
authorized nnd file in triplica to and c-on-
currently mnke effoctivo tariffs satisfaotory 
to tho Commission. 

(c) Subjoct to the authority of this Commission to 
chango Or modify such o.t o:ny timo, Wo.l tor G. 
Mitchell, Jr., doing business as Auto Fast 
Fre1ght~ sholl conduct so,id highway common 
carrior operation over and along tho following 
routo or routes: 

Wi thin tho said Los Angelos ArcQ. -

Over and along tho most appropriate 
highways, stroets or roads. 

Botween tho Los Angolos Areo. Ilnd tho 
S~n Bornardino Mounto'in Aroa -

Over and along tho most appropriate 
~uto or routes to connoct with 
applicant's prosently o.uthor1zod 
routes botwoon Sa..."l Borno.rd1no D.lld 
said mountain rosort area. 

(3) Thnt~ excopt as horo1n authorizod, Application No. 

347311 bo and it horoby is doniod. 

Tho effectivo date or this order shell be twonty d~ys 

COMMISSIONERS 


