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Decision No. 50420 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the. Application of 
PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY, a 
corporation> for autnority to sell 
a portion of its a.bandoned right of -way 
in Cahuenga Pass" Los Angeles, to the 
State of Califomia. 

) 
· · ) 
· · ) · · 

~--~--~-----~--------) 

, 

Application 
No. 35348 ... 

~ ~ Yeomans, t:or Pacific Electric Railway CO!':lpany; 
W~r:r:e..'"'l E.:.. Mn.rsden and Paul Overton> for State 
Department of Public ~orks, Division of Highways, 
interested party; Al~ 'C~pbell, Assistant City 
Attorney, and T. E. Hoffman, Public Utilities 
Engineer, by !:.. b. Hofflmm, for Dep~rtment of Public 
Utilities ~d Transportation, City of Los Angeles, 
interested party; ~~ph ~Merritt, for Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Tr~sit Author.1ty> protestant; Carl ~ 
Fennema, for Do'WIlto~ Busir.l.essmen's Association, 
protestant; Arthur ~ Ager, SUpervis1r~ Transporta­
tion Engineer, fo~ the staff of the Camcission. 

Q.RINION, 

This is an application for ml order of the Commission 

:luthorizing Pc.cific Electric Railway Company to sell to the State of 

Califomia a portion of its abandoned right of way in CfJhuenga Pass 

consisting of approximately 7.94 acres. The state desires to pur­

chase the property so th~t it will not pass into the possess10n of a 

private o'Wner end it proposes to utilize 1 t for future expmlsion of 

its highWZlY system and possibly for emergEmcy park:1.l:g lanes. The 

agreed purcnc.se price is $26,100. 

Applicant fonnerly oper~ted rail pc.ssenge:r- service over the 

property it now desires to sell. In 1953, under authorization 

gr~tcd by DeCision No. 47565, dnted August 11, 1952, as amended, it 

replaced its rail service 'With motor coach service and subsequentlY1 

under authorization granted by Decision No. 4$923, dated August 4, 
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195~? it disposed of its p~sscnger ~us~ess to Metropolitan Co~Ch 

Lines. Ordering paragraph S of t..~e order of the Commission author­

izing the discontinuance of rail serVice provided as follows: 

"(8) Th~t the existing r1~~t of way and aeccss facil­
i ties of applicant on its Los Angeles-Van Nuys Line between 
the presently established stop kno'Wn as CMuenga Pass and 
loc~tcd near the junction or Cohuenga :Boulevard and Highloo.d 
Avenue, on the one hmld, Md" on the other" Vineland Avenue, 
sholl not be ru.ienated without prior <:pproval of this Commis­
sion ood until such. time as satisf.::!.ctory arrnnge.ments have 
been :n~dc as to" loading zones for motor coaches operating over 
the rreew~y in tba t area. fT 

Because of "this provision in the Commission 1 s or<:!er, 

app1ic~t has filed this applic~tion for authoriz~tion to sell its 

o.bendoncd right of wo.y, cl though such property no longer is used or 

useful in its remaining oper~tions. 

A public hellring in the matter was held before Commis­

sioner Potter ~d Examiner Coleman in Los Angeles on July 27, 1954. 

At the hearing protests to the sale -..rere made by representatives of 

the Dowtown Businessmen t s Association and the Los Angeles 

Mctropoli tan Tr:msi t Authorl"ty. 

The spokesmw. for the Downtolm Businessmen's Association 

took the position that abzmdoned roil rights of wo.y, 'Whenever 

possible" should be protected so th~t they could be used for mass 

tr.i1nsit purposes if and when such possibility 'Were to arise and he 

requested the Commission to defer for one or two years 1 ts action on 

the pending requC'st in order to permit study on the traffic and trans­

porto.tion needs of the community. The representative of the Los 

Angeles Metropolitan Tr~nsit Authority raquested that action by the 

Com."n.ission be deferred for not m.orE: th<m one year in order to permit 

furth~r consideration ;:md study of the propos31 of the trw-sit 

author1 ty to construct Md operate 0. mass rapid tr~s1 t system -which 

would include the use of the Ccllucnga. Pass right of w.:y. 
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The property involved in this proceeding consists of a. 

strip of land in the middle of an existing freeway. According to 

tho rccord~ the property abutting on one end of the strip is owned 

by the state and that on the other end by the C1 ty of Los Angeles" 

subjcct~ possibly~ to certain rev~rs10nary rights in favor of the 

state. It is not our intention to pass on the matter of olm.ership. 

It appears to us that the prope:-ty 'Wi thin the freeway, except that 

owned by applic~t" already is held by public authority, cithe!" 

st~tc or city, end th.:.t t..~c mass rapid tr~s1 t system, should 1 t be 

developed at a l~ter date" c~ ~equirc from the state the property 

'Which is the subj cct 0 t: this application as readily as it c:m :lcquire 

;my other property it might require for its purposes. 

From our review of the record 'We .:.re of the opinion that 

the ~pplication now is re~dy for decision, tnat the reason tor the 

requirement in ordering paragraph S of the order in Decision n 
No. 47565 no longer exists, the freeway having been completed .and~ 

~ccess facilities provided." :md thet the scl.c to the state" as now 

proposed, will not be adverse to the public interest ~"'l.d will not 

interfere 'With the public use of the freeway nor ,,'1th the ultimate 

development or ~ m~ss rapid tr~sit syst~ in the territory. There­

fore, we "''ill enter an order approving the prol'osed transa.ction. 

The ~ction taken herein shall not be construed to be a 

f1nc11ng of the vci.ue of the pro~erty herein authorized to be 

sold. 
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A public hearing h~ving been held on the abov0 enti tlee 

matter, and the Cor:nnission hc.v1ng consic.eree the evid~ec ~d 'being 

ot the opi."l.1on that the applic::.tion should be gr:m.ted, as here1.."l 

provided; therefore, 

IT IS HEREBY OIIDERED as follows: 

1. Pacific Electric Ra1lw~y Co:npcny rr.cy sell to the Stnte 

of Co.lifomia the portion of 1 ts a.bonc.oned right of way in Cahuc:nga 

P~ss referred to in this applic3tion. 

2. 1b~ authority herein grcntce will beco::n.e effective 

20 days after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Froncisco, Co.l.ifomi<l, this 
-dJ 17 d8i of 

August, 1954. 

Comm1s~1oncrs 
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