
S{fi'ci6 Decision No. ___ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
, ' 

In the Matter of the Application 
of Merchants Express Corporation 
and Clayton C. Koons, d.b.n. 
Stapel Truck Lines to establish 
joint ratos and routo~. 

) 
) 
) Application No. 3562, 
) 
) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Applicants arc highway common carriers of general commodi­

ties. Merchants Express Corporation operates in the territory 

generally bounded by Hcnld~burg, Ca11stogn, Redding, Orovillo, 

Marysvill€l, Stockton, Salinas and Montc:t'ey. Stapel Truck operatos 

between San FranCiSCO, Emeryville and Oakland, on the one hand, and 

Walnut Creek, Concord, Antioch and intermediate pOints, on the other 

hand. By this application, as amended, authority is sought to estab­

lish, on loss th.':m st~\tutory notice, through ~orv1cc, through routes 

a.nd joint ratcs bct,..,c(m pointo :":1.5 set forth in the npplico.tion. 

Authority is also sought to depart from the long-and-short-haul 

provisions of the Constitution and of the Public Utilities Code to 

the ~xtent neceszary to establish the joint rates. The freight would 

be intcrch3nged ~t Oakland. 

The propoGcd rntes nrc on the s~mc l~vel as the minimum 

rates named in Minimum Rate Tariff No.2. Service over applicants' 

lines between tne points involved 1s now subject to combinations of 
their locnl rates. These combination rates are higher than the 

propos0d joint rntes. Appliconts represent thnt it will be ~dv~n~ 

t~gcous to tho public to be ~blc to m~ke through shipments over 

their lines under the lower rctes. They point out thot the rotes 

50ught to be published ore those cstcblisned cs the minimum r~te$ 
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bet~een the points involved and that competing carriers have hereto­

fore been granted like authority. 

Competing carriers have been notified of the filing of the 

application. No objection has been received. 

It appears that the establishment of through service, 

through routes and joint rates, on five daysf notice, as proposed, 

is not adverse to the public interest and should be authorized. A 

public hearing is not necessary. 

Therefore, good cause appearing, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that applicants be and they are hereby 

authorized to establish on not less than five days' notice to the 

Commission and the public the through service, through routes and 

joint rates proposed in the above-entitled application, as amended, 

and to depart from the provisions of Article XII, Section 21, of the 

Constitution of the State of California and Section 460 of the 

Public Utilities Code to the extent necessary to establish the rates 

authorized herein. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the authority herein 

granted shall expire unless the authorized rates are made effective 

within'··s1xty days after the effective date of this order. 

This order shall become effective twenty days after the 

date hereof .. 

Dated at San FranciSCO, California, this . day 

of November, 1954 .. 
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