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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
the CITY OF MILL VALLEY a ~unicipal ) 
corporation, for authorization to ) 
construct a public street across the ) 
tracks of Northwestern P~c1f1c ) 
Railroad Company at grade. ) 

Application No. 35715 

Thomas C. Nelson, City Attorney, and 
Gordon W, StrAwbridte, Mayor, 
ter applicant. 

M, E. Getchc1, for the Comc1ss1on staff. 

The City of Mill Valley filed this applic~tion on 

August 18, 1954, seeking to construct ~ road at grade across a 

Northwestern Pacific railroad track and to abolish and reltove an 

adj~cent overpass structure. Public hearing w~s held before 

EXaminer John Power in ~~ll V~lley on October 29, 1954. The city 

presented testimony through its man~ger, pl~~ing techniCian, 

engineer, fire and police chiefs, together with the assistnnt 

division engineer of the railroad. An associ~te engineer of the 

Commission's st~ff' ~s~isted in developing tho record. 

It ~ppcars from the evidence that this overpass was 

constructod in 1928 nnd opened to the public in 1929. At that 

time the r~ilrond operated a commuter service for passengers by 

~cnns of electric tr~ins. Thoro wn~ n double tr~ck for thi~ 

co~~utor service in the area, which is now reduced to ~ single 

trnck. The rail traffic density was then very high. 

In 19~1 the railro~d passenger commute service was d1s-

continued. Pacific Greyhound Lines replaced the railroad as the 

locnl carrier in Marin County. The main line terminnl of the 
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railroad is now at Ti~uron. The result is that rail traffic density 

ot tho point of thiscro~~ing ha: dropped to threo freight train5 

each way per week. These are operated exclusively in the daytime 

and never exceed 20 :niles per hoUl" at the point of erossing. 

The city made a very complete presentation of its case~ 

There are only two practical routes from Ydll Valley to Highway 101. 

The north route vin Blithedo.lc Avenue is tho one involved here. 

As now loid out the overposs does not lineup with Blithedo.lo 

Avenue, nnd the city proposes to change the ulignment so thutit 

does. This would involve relocating the overpass or replacing it 

with a. grade crossing. The city proposes tho latter. 

Normnlly, the replccemcnt of c grade scp~rction by ~ 

gr~de crossing is a. b~ckw~rd ~tcp, but here the rnil tr~!fic ct 

the crossing h:.:-.s becooc so sm('.ll thr'.t the potcnt1~l hnza.rd is 

reduced to n minimum. There is nothing in the record to justify 

putting the city to the grc~t expense of rebuilding this ovcrp~ss 

in .~ new loc .. ~tion. It is clc.~r from the evidence thct the proposed 

street rcnlignmont is reqUired. 

Concerning Signal protection for the new crossing, tr~ffic 

counts in c~idencc show n density of ~bout 9,000 vehicles per d~y 

over this route. Mnny persons who will use the new crossing nre 

rosidents of the ~ro~ nnd h~ve been ~ccustooed to the existing gr~de 

scp['.r1".tion. We nro of the opinion th.'"';t cutom.:1.tic protection !:hould 

b0 inst.'"';lled. 

Tho record shows ~nd we ~o find thr'.t the proposnl of 

~pplic!'\nt is in the public interest :md should 'be gr.:-.nted. 
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ORD'ER - - ~ --
The City of' V~ll Velley, Mnrin County, is authorized to 

con:truct Ba:t B11thedalo Avenue extension At gr~de across a 

Northwe:tern Pacific Railroad Co~pany tr~ck at the locntion. 

described in the ~pplicction to be identified as Crossing 

No. ~C-lO.9. Applic~nt sholl benr entire construction expense, 
nlso maintenance cost outside of lines two teet outside of r~ils. 

Northwestern Pacific R~ilror\d Company shall benr r:mintennnce cost 

between such lines~ Width of crossing shnll be not loss th~~ 

40 feet ond gr~des of ~pprooch not greater th~ two per cent. 

Construction shall be cqu~l or superior to St.:lnd~rd No. 2 of 

G. 0 •. No. 72. The protection for this crossing shall be by two 

St:'lnd~rd No.8 flnshing light signols (G. O. No. 7'-B.). The cost 

of installation of tho flashing light signals shull be borne by 

applicnnt and cost of m~intenancc by Northwestern Pncific Railroad 

Comp:l%"~ • 

Upon completion and opening of the above crossing, the 

overhe~d Crossing No. 5C-10.7-A located about 1,0 feet southerly 

shall be abandoned, closed,and the overpass structure removed. 

Within thirty days after co~pletion pursuant to this order, 

.:lpplicant shall so advise the Co~ission in writing. This authori­

zation shall become void if not exercised within two years,unless 

time b~ cxtcndod,or if ~bove conditions arc not compliod with. 

-3-



A"35'715' 8L e 

Authorization may bG revoked or codified if public convenience, 

necessity, or safety so require. 

The effective date of this order shall be twonty days 

after the date hereof . 

Dated a~&.a,(b!(.t&, California, th1s ,~d 
day of[J//'Ld-1ttfh1/ , 1954. ____ ~ 

(~~) ( J /J Pres 'nt 
'>I1d4 ~ J. t:::U{.4--u.h/ 

!!d , --e-m ~-A':;l7iA/ 
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