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..,.;; '~-' Doe1$ion No. -------
BEFORE Tlm PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA.TE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of. SAN DIEGO T~NSIT SYSTEM, 
a corporation, for cortificato of public 
convonience and noco3sity to dis continuo 
and aoandon sorvice on the two Routo '!Rtr 
shuttlos. (1) From the intorsection ot 
Midway Drive and West POint tome. Boulevllrd 
west along West POint LoInD. Boulevard to 
Cable Streot and (2) From tho intersoetion 
of M1oo1en Boulevard and Vontura Boulovard 
south along Mi~oion Boulovard to hnncapa 
Court .. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) Application No. 35295 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-----------------------------------) 
tindleY7 Lnzo.r and Sc~lo~ by Loon w. Scalos· 

for applicant. 
Aaron W. Rooso for City of San Diogo~ and 

David R. R. Pain for Ocean Beach Chamber 
of Commerce and residents ot Mission 
Boach ~nd Ocoan Boach, protestants. 

OPINION ---- -----
San Diego Transit System by this application socks 

authority to abnndon its passonger stage servico (1) along Mission 

Bou:lovo.rc. bot ... /oon Vontura Place and k.nacapa CO'J.rt,P nnd (2) along 

West Point LOmA Boulev~rd betweon Midw~y Drive ~nd Cablo Stroet. 

A pub11c hoaring was hold in San Diego, california, bofore 

Examiner Mark V. Ch1esc.. Oral o.nd documentory evidence having boon 
o.dduCE:ld, the matter was $ubm1tted tor decision. 

Tho applicantr~ position wos prosonted by tho tostimony 

of its general mnncgcr and tho vico prosident and controller, 

supportod by various exhibits. Tho attornoys tor protostants 

called rr.D.ny wi tnos303" rosidents of tho Mis sian Boulevard o.nd 

Wo~t POint Lomo. Bot:.1evard areas" whe tostifiod in opposi tion to 

tho compony T3 propo3nl. Pot1t1on5 against tho d1scontinuance of 

said servicos wero also p!"E:lscntod for tho Cornmi5s1on':;I considero.tion. 
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The record shows that tho Mission Boulovard servico is 

oporatod as a ohuttle along that portion of Mission Boulovard 

between tho intersection of Ventur~ Place and M1~n1on Bou1ovard 

and the interseetion of A~eopa Court and Mission Boulevard; a 
.. 

di:itanc0 of o.pproX1mo.tely .9 miles. On weekdays thirty-seven 

roun~~tripo are oporated botween 5:43 a.~. and 6:38 p.m. On 

Saturdays thore are twenty-three schedules and on Sundays no 

serviee is prov1dod. Daily base and Saturday sehedules oro on 0. 

thirty-minuto headway, and d~1ly poak-time oorv1eo is approxi~toly 

overy tiftoen minutes. Applicant uoes one bus and employs two 

drivers for this oporo.tion. The everage woekday numb~r of inbound 

and outbound ridors for tho poriod Doeombor 17 to 23, 1953 (fiva 

weokdays) was 112 und lo6 rospoct1voly~ or 2.9 passongors par 

trip inbound and 2.8 pa~~ongers per trip outbound. Fo~ 0. tour-day 

por1od, April 13 to 16, 1954, tho daily averago was 104 passongors 

inbound and 90 pn~~ongor~ outbound, or an averago por trip ot 2.8 
and 2.4 passengors rO$po~t1voly. It was tostified that 14., 
possongero for oach round trip oro necossary to meot operating 

oxpon~o3 on this shuttle line. Rovonuo per bus milo is approximntely 
(1) 

25 cents, end systo~ costs per bus mile oro approximatoly $1 conts. 

The rocord also OhOW3 that in addition to the adult passengers 

thore aro about 92 one-way or 46 round-trip ~tudont rid03 Dold on 

school daysl or approximately 1.23 additional riders per one-way 

trip for tho thirtY-30von schedulos. App11cant rs gonoral ~~gor 
tostifiod that 0. ochool buo ~orvico would bo providqd t.:llong this 

route it the presont servico is discontinued. No school sorvico 

-(1) For bus milo cost of operation of tho Mission Boulovard 
Shuttlo was given 00 98 conto. Tho high cost WQD attributod 
to tho character of tho run ao round tr1po ro~u1ro only 
3~ ~nuto~ comparod with muCh ~ongor ~oyovor por1oQ~. 
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is contcmpl~ted or proposed fo~ tho Wost Point Lo~ Boulovard 

route as there ~ro only fourteen one-w~y student riders d~11y on 

s~id line. '-', .~-

M~ny workers a.nd school children use the Mission 

Boulovard Shuttle sorvico in tho'morning between approximately 

6 a .m. ~nd' 8 :30 a..m. 7 ~nd in tho o.ttornoon betwoen 0. pproximc. tely 

3 p.m~ a.nd 6 p .. m. Tho Commission is""oi"'tho opinion tho.t con-

tinuo.tion'of o,·wookdo.y service during s~1d periods i~ justifiod 

end'in the public intorest. Approximntely tweivo tr1ps por 

dny could be eliminAted by curto.11irig ser~1co to poo.k poriods 

nnd weuld result in ~ ~torio.1' reduction 'i'n tho operating costs 

of said shuttle line. 

The evidence concerning the West Point Loma Bou1ev~rd 

Shuttle servico show: that thirty-five round' trips ~re operatod 

along wost ~'Point 'LO~ Boulo~c.rd betweon Midwo.y Drive wh~;o' 

connoctions o.remo.d'o with busos of the "Rtf" and "Tn routos 7 and 

Coble stroot where tho "O"route bus operatoS. Tho 'toto.l ono-wo.y 
• I ,. ..... '. '.' , 

distanco is approx1mo.toly 1.7 '.miles. Avero.ge number of passongors 

co.rried o~ch roUr..d trip is' s~vcn~ or 3~S' Po.sscng:ors "por trip_ 

Por the yeo.r 1953 this line showod 0. io~s~ot $2S,4,7i"on rovonuo(2) 

of $37690~ and expen~0s of $297i67 (E~h1b1 t NO~' J.4')'~ " . ': . 
During the weck" of MD-:-ch. 8 to 147 19~7'inclus1vo~ tJ:l..is 

, , 

shutt10 lino produced the following rovenues: 
"''r " 

DD-to Rovenue Miloo,ge Revenuo ~er Milo 
. (Con :s) ...--

6th $ 11.58- 120.-8· -, .. ,- 9.59 
9th 12.14 120.8 10.05 

10th 10;29 120.8 ,8;52 
11th 11;O~ 120:8 9~14 
12th 12.8 120:8 10;01 

SD-t. ~th 9.54 111:2 8;~8 
Sun. 'th '4~iO 92~0 4= 6 

$; 7~~$1. 804;2 8.90 

(2) Tho ovidenco showod tho.t an o.vor~§o of fourtoen ono-wo.y 
cchoo1 f~res wc~ sold dailY7 or ~126 addit1ono.1 cnnuo.1 
revonue. 
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A. 35295 AM 

Thoro aro two pr1ncipcl reasons tor tho poor showing on 

this line: ,the laok ot p~tronago by tho presont rosidonts living 

in the areas scrved~ and (2) the abandonment of a very largo 

federal housing pro j ec t ~ 2 ~ 844 u.."'l.1 ts hD. v1ng bo on vElcated. 

Mar~ of those now using tho service ros1de within ., 

:niles ot e1 thor tho "0" or "'R"" ~nd "Tn routes. Othors living in 

or adjacont to the Vnleta St.-Camulos St.-Famosa Boulevard ~rea 

would ho.ve to wo.lk trom .6 to .8 miles. Tho number of such riders,' 

howevor, is so smnII that tho eontinu~tion of nn oporntion which 

is losing approxiltlltoly $25,000 per year is not justitied. 

App11c~nt prosented evidonce (Exh1b1t No.2) shovdng that 

its operations in 1953 rosu1tod in 0. systom profit of $50,877 
camporod with a loss of $36,589 for tho first throe months of 1954. 
Revenuo passongers droppod 14.59% in March 1954, compared with 

March 1953. 
The o.ppl1cct1on was protested by ~ny residonts of both 

aroas, and tho San Diogo City council, by resolution tilad at tho 

hearing, opposed the proposed discontinuance ot servico. The 

principal objections of the riders were tho.t thoy would be deprivod 

ot transportetion, or inconvenienced by having to walk to other 

lines. Some tostified they might have to move tram their present 

homos. It was elso suggosted that this company operate cortain 

schodules of the "R" and "0" routos o.long the presont shuttle 

routes, or thAt 0. sorvice be incuguro.tod over tho now Mission B~y 

bridge connecting Midway Drive and Wost Point Loma Boulevard. 

Applic~ntt$ gonoro.l mc.no.ger testi!iod tho.t considero.tion ho.d beon 

given to tho bridge routo~ but beccusc ot the loe~tion of tho 

bridge~ the add1tional ~lcago, limited po.trono.ge, and tho Ilb~don-

mont or tho hou31ng projoct along ~a~d routo, tho oporation wou~d 
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A. 35295 

not bo compens~tory. ~ departure from the "R" line along Mission 

Boulevard to Anac~pa Court i$ also opposed by applicant as not 

being good opor~tional pr~ctice. An increase of at least six 

rninutoo to tho pr03ent r~~ing timo wouid.tend to lose business 

for the company by inconveniencing a iargo number of prosent 

patrons while benofi ting only a. few. Tho URn route is tho La. Jolla. 

lino a.nd ono of tho l,ongcst runs in a.pplicant r s sys tom. 

Undoubtodly thero 10 juotification for the,po3ition 

taken by 30I1"£ of tho witnesses, nnd the Comr.Ussion has givon 

serious consideration to thoir t03t1mony. Howovor, tho evidence 

is clenr that the public has not boon supporting tho ~orvicos 

ns now providod. The operating results of snid shuttle servicos 

Ghow that tho company has incurrod o.n a~~ual loso in oxcess ot 

$40,000. 

Tho Commission having fully considered the evidenco of 

rocord is er tho opinion and find~ that applicantTs requost tor 

~uthority to discontinue the West Point Loma Shuttle servico has 

boon juot1fiod, nnd that tho M1snion Boulovard Shuttle sorvico is 

C\.t pronont OVGrocrviccd nnd ohould be eurtnilod as heroinafter 
providod. The application will be granted in pnrt and denied in 

pnrt. 

o R D E R 

A public hearing having beon held, the Commission boing 

fully advised in the prernises l and good cnuse appoaring l 

IT IS ORDEImD: 

(1) Thctt Sr.m Diogo Transit Sy~tem '00 1 and it horoby i:3, 

authorized to dincontinuc its pnssongor stage sorvico (a) along 

WO.:lt Point tom.'l Boulov!4rd botwoon M1dwCl.y Dr1 vo nnd. Cllblo Stroot, 



A. 35295 AM -:!. 

and (b) 3hall revioo its pre~ent schedules ot its Miss10n Boul&vapd 

Shuttle service to provide A morning and afternoon service sub-

stantially in accorda.nce with the t1:l1e perioc.s hereinabove 8€)·t 

torth e 

(2) That applicant be, and it hereby is, authorized to cancel" 

upon ~ot 1eso than five c.aysT notice to the public and to tho 

Commission, all tares, rulos, regulations and schedules applying to 

tho passenger stage service hereinabove authorized to be discontinued .. 

(3) That applic~~t shall post notices ot discont1nuanco ot 

service and rov13ion ot schedulos in all buses and at torminals usod 

in rondorL~g tho service hereir- authorizod to bo discontinuod for a 

period or at loa.st five continuous do.Y3 preceding tho termina.tion of 

30.10. :Jcrvice. 

(4) That except tLS expressly grantod by this docision" the <---. 

application herein is donied. 

Tho effoctive do.to ot this ordor shD.ll bo twenty do.Y·$ 

a.tter tho do. to horo ot 6 

San Fr:J.n,..~ .. , ... ,: 
D~tod o.t~ ______________ ~ ____________ , C~l1forni~ this 

j' J / UtJ 
____ ....... 7 _______ daY ot ____ .-,;D;.;;;E;.;;;.C.;:,;.EN,;,;~B....;;E.;.;.R ___ ...",rI 1954-

COMMISSIONERS 


