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Declsion No.

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE CF CALIFORNTA

In tho Matter of tho Application of
ARTHUR R. BENNETT, doing business as
B-LINE EXPRESS, for a certificate of
publiec convenience and necesasity to
transport property as 2 highway commuon
carrier betweeon Richmond, E1 Cerrito,
Albany, Berkeley, Emeryville, Oakland,
Pledmont, Alameda, San Leandro, and
San Lorenzo, on the one hand, and
Santa Rosa, Sedbastopol, and various
points in Marin and Sonoma Counties,
on the other hand.

Application No. 35560

Spurgeon Avakian, for aprlicant.
william Meinhold and Frederick E. Fuhrman, for
Southern Pacltic Company, Pacilac Motor Trucking
Company and Northwestcrn Pacific Rallread Company,
protestants. ‘
Marvin Handlor, for Jemes P. Nlolson doing business
as Nielson IFrelght Lines, protestant.,
Douglas Brookman, for Merchants Expross,Company, protestant,
Willard Johzmson, for J. Christenson Company, protostant.

This application filed Juno 29, 1954 roquests suthority
to operate as & highway common carricr between the Ecst Bay apoun,
running from Richmond $0 San Loronzo on the one hond and points
in Morin and Sonoma Countles located slong and closc £o U. Se
Hlghway 10l Including Scbastopol, Mill Valley, Fairfax and various
other poin%s, on the othor khand. Applicant allcges, that,

Tho proposcd operation is required by publle
convénicnéo and nceessity. Shippers of freight
botwoen the arcas in question dosire and nood
officicntﬁtranspobtation scrvico, performod by
b cdfricr'able ané willing to glve caroful and

prompt attention to their various nceds. Applicant's




scrvice has beon requestod by nuwmorous shippors
bceauso of their necds.  The existing highway
common carrlers serving these areas are not
sufficient - in number to provide all of +he
shipping public the prompt, efficient, and
personalized service which they need.

Public hearings were held before Examiner John Rowe in

Oakland on October 10, 195l and in Sen Frencisco on December 13,

195L. Oral and documontary evidence was adduced and the matter
was duly submitted for Aecision on the latter date.

Applicant submitted o balance sheet as of September 30,
195 showing a net worth of $12,788.95. This amount did not

reflect the valus of his home and private automobile end $1,000 of

government bonds all of which are unoncumbered. He maintains no

dock or torminal. Ho uses his home for his offico and his oquipmont
consists of ono Ford piclkup, two Ford troctors and throe van-typo
trallors. The oquipment has o deprecisted velue of $2,165.60. Eis
not Incomo for the twelve-month poriod onding Septembor 30, 1954
amounted to $7,906.56. No salary was deducted for his servieos

or those of his wifc who assists and acts os bookkceper.

The proof submitted by applicant falls to support his
allegation of public nced for the servicos proposed or that existing
service 1s not sufficlent. Applicant presently serves epproximately
twenty-throo shippers located in tho East Bay arca. He has con-
tracts with theso shippers. B3omo cro in writing and some oral. The
oral comtracts are in the same form os the written comtracts. Tho
shippers agreco to give him a stoted minimum amount of freight and
ke agroos to sorve tiem at minimum retes. He testified that it has
hoen his Intention to operate as a controct carrier. About two

years heforo tho £irst hoearing, applicont states, he was warned
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against having over 10 contracts. FEowever, at present he does

have over ten contracts. He stated that he wished to receive a
legal determination of his status by this proceeding and that if

it 1s determined that he is legally & contract carrier that will
satlisfy him. FHe stated that he has no intention to change his
method of operation 1f certificated. Two public witnesses testified
that they were using applicant's service, which they pralsed as
efficient and as satisfying their requirements.

No evidence was introduced which Indicated that there is
any need for additional highway common carrier service in the area
as proposeds In fact the only evidence on the point was introduced
by protestants which 1s to the effect that they furnish a satise
Tactory service and have room in their present equipnment for the

carriage of more freight than is offered to them. -
OQRDER

Application No. 35560 having been filed, public hearings
thereon having been held, the matter having been duly submitted,
and the Commission being fully advised in the premiges,

IT IS ORDERED thet Application No. 35560 be, and it heredy
is, denled.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days

after the date herei;;fé;y 652?3 )
Dated at T v SlATas N e, C8lifornia, this

v ; ’
0"4/ L‘&{/ day of '\\’./,mo,f,;,//?yw, » 1955,
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