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'-""0'" .t.: Dec1sion NO. ____ '_·)_~_~ __ ·'~_~ __ 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMNJ:SSION OF TEE STATE' OF CALIFORNIA 

In tho Matter of tho Application of 
ARTHU~ R. BENNETT, doing business as 
B-LINE EXPRESS, for s. certificate of 
pub11c convenience and necessity to 
transport property as a highway com=on 
ca.rrier '!:>etween Ricb.."tlond, El Cerrit(~, 
A.lba.ny, Berkeley .. Emeryville" Oa.kland, 
Piedmont, Alameda, San Leandro, and 
San Lorenzo, on the one hand" and 
Santa Rozu.. Sebastopol, and various 
points in Marin and Sononw. Count1es JI 

on the other h~d. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) Application No. 35560 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-------------------------------) 
S ur.a:eon Avakian" for a.pplicant. 
W 100m Me ir ... 0 d unci Fred.erick E. Fuhrman, for 

Soutl'lcrn pacific Company" Pacific Motor"Trucking 
Company and North ... "estcrn Po.citic Railroa.d Company" 
protestants. . 

Marvin Ra."'ldlcr, for Jomes P. N1olson eo:tng business 
0.3 Nielson Freight Line,s, protestant •. 

:;'ou.a:lo.s Brookmo.n, for Mcrl::ha.nts Expross: Compnny). protesttlnt, 
Willo.rd Job:lson, for J. Christenson Comp!\.ny,~ :protosto.nt. 

OPINION -------

Thi3 application filed June 29" 1954 ~equosts Duthority 

to operate o.s a highway co~on carrier between the Ecst B~y area, 

running from Ric~~ond to So~ Lorenzo on tho one hond and points 

in Merin and SonornD Counties locato~ clong and close to U. S. 

Highway 101 including Scbo.stopol, Mill Vo.lloy, Fo.irfo.x ar..d vo.rious 

other points, on the othor hand. Appliecnt o.llegos~ t~t" 

Tho proposed opc~otion is required by public 

convenienco and necessity. Shippers of freight 

botweon tho areas 1n ~uost1on dosire and noed 
.' , 

officient' transportat ion servico" pcrf'orn:.oc by 

Il carri or Ooblo end willing to give cnroful 1l.."l.c1. 

prompt attontion to thoir various needs. Applic~tts 
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service hns been requested by numerous shippers 

because o~ their -nee"ds. The existing highway 

common co.rr1e~s serving these areas are not 

sul't'1c,ient "in nUmber to provide all of the 

shipping public too prompt" efficient .. and 

per3ona1ized'serv1c~ which 'they need. 

Public hearingo were held:before Examiner John Rowe in 

Oakland on October 10,1954 and 1n san Francisco on December 13, 

19$4. Oral and documontary evidence WQ~ Qdd~ced and the matter 

wa~ duly s~bmitted for ~ecision on the latter date. 

App11cant s~b~tted C balance sheet as of September 30, 
1954 13howing n not worth o~ $12 .. 788.95. This £l.mount did not 

reflect the valuo of his home and privo.te automobile end $l"OOO of 

gover~~cnt bonds 0.11 of which o.rc unoncumbered. He ma1ntains no 

dock or torminnl. Ho uoes his homo for his otfico and his e~uipment 

consists of one Ford pickup .. two Ford trectors and three van-type 

trailors. The equipment has 0. depreciated value of $2,,165.60. His 

not incern.o for the twelve-month period ending Soptombor 30" 1954 

nmounted to $7,906.56. ~o salary w~s decucted fOr his sorvicos 

or those of his ... :1fo who assists :lnd ~ots as bookkeoper. 

The proof su'bm!:tted 'by ~pplicC:.nt f.!lils to support his 

ollegction of public need for the servicos proposod or that existing 

service 1s not sufficient. Applicant presently servos approximntely 

twenty-throo ch1ppers located in the East Boy area.. He ho.s con

tracts with these shippers. So~o o.ro in writing and some orol. The 

oral contracts are in the sarno form as the written contracts. The 

shippers o.greo to g1V"c him 0. stated minin:.um c.r::ount of freight o.nd 

ho agroos to servo t~em at minimum rc.tcs. Ho testified that it hos 

~oon his intention to operato as a contrcct carrior. About two 

years ~eforo tho t!r,st hearing, applicc.nt stntcs, he was warnod 

-2-



against having over 10 contracts. However, at present he does 

have over ten contracts. He stated that he wished to receive a 

legal determination of his status by this proceeding and that if 

it is determined 'chat he is legally a contract carrier that will 

satisfy him. He stated that he has no intention to change his 

method or operation if certificated. Two public witnesses testified 

that they were using applicant's service, which they praised as 

efficient and as satisfying their requirements. 

No evidence wes 1ntroduced which indicated that there is 

any need for additional highway common carrier se~1ce in the area 

as proposed. In fact the only ev1dence on the point was introduced 

by protestants which is to the effect that they furnish a sat1s-

factory service and have room 1n the1r present equ1pment for the 

carr1age or more freight than is offered to them. 

Application No. 35560 having been tiled, public hearings 

thereon having been held, the matter having been duly submitted, 

and th.e Commission being tully advised in the premises, 

IT IS ORDERED that Application No. 3$$60 be, and it hereby 

is, denied. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date bereot. ;j) 
Da ted at ,:::xf:::;,,/ / 
J/ t:l _____ ~~ ____ --__ --_____ day 

COMMISSIONERS 


