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BEFoaE TEE ?UBtIC UTILITI~S CO!'.IZ.IISSION OF THE ST:'l.TE OF Cj~LIL-'OJ~nA 

In tho l~ic:.ttcr of tho Applic~tion ) 
or Sou thorn Co.11fornia Via tel" ) 
Com'~ny, 0. cor?or~tion, 
Dom1ncuez Wo.tor Cor,orntion, 
0. cor,orat10n, ?clo~ Vordes 
VIa tor CO!n,?rulY, 0. cor·'Joro. t 1001 
onel ?nrl,: '.lntor COIn:?o.ny, 0. 
cor,oration, for A~~rovo.l of 
Aeree~ont with res,ect to 
?roduc tion of "\/0. tel" from 
tho ",10 st Coo.:;t Jo.s in .. 

) 
... ) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

--------------------------) 

Application No. 36207 

Ot Eclveny & :,!yers, by Lcurcn :.1 .. VJrir'ht, for Southern 
California. 'iJa.tcr C0ln?llny; Cosg!"ovo, Cramor, 
Diethe!" ~ Rindgo, by T. B. Co~srove and 
J. D. 3nrnu.~% J1 .... , for .;)om1nguez Wa.tor Corpora.tion; 
Gibson, Dunn o.nd. C!"utcho!", by Rich~rd L. Wells, 
for Park V!nter Co=pcnYi o.."ld Charles G. NOllcnberger, 
for ?a10s Verdes Water CO:l1pany, applica.ntc. 

J. J .. Deuel, for California Farm Bureau Federo.tion, 
intere$ted po.!"ty. 

OPINION AND ORDE? 

Southern California ','later COIn:?a."lY, So corporation, 

Dominguez Water Cor?oro.tion, a corporation, Palos Verdes Water 

Company, a cor:!,oration, and Park Water Company, a cor:poration, by 

the nbove-entitled application filod November 16, 1954,seek 

~,?rov~l of their execution of an 1ntori~ agreement and petition 

with respect to the )roduction of water tror.l tho Vlest COc,st Basin, -
a. copy of which is attached to the a.pplication as Ex.."libit A. 

A public hearinG in this ~tter was held berore Examiner 
~. .:,..--. Stewart C. Vla!"ner on DeceI'l':.oer 29" 19.:;l.j., at Los Angeles. There Vlere --no protests to the erantins of the cpplica.tion .. 
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Applicants are public utility water companies operating 

under the jurisdiction of this Commission in the production and 

distribution of water for domesti c, industrial, m'U."licipal and other 

purposes. They produce water from the t'Jest Coast Basin, a 

geographical region in the south coastal area of Los Angeles County. 

The boundaries of said basin are delineated on the map included as 

the frontispiece in the Report of Referee submitted at the hearing 

as Exhibit No.1. 

The agreement, Exhibit A, approval of the execution of 

which is sought herein, is the result of an engineering and legal 

study by a committee of settlement appointed by the parties in 

Case No. 506806, California i'later Service Company, a corporation, 

et al., plaintiffs, versus City of Compton, et a1., defendants, 

commenced October 24, 1945, in the Superior Court of the State of 

California in and for the County of LO$ Angeles. In this case 

plaintiffs seek an adjudication of water rights in the West Coast 

Basin and a restriction in the withdrawal of gro'U."ld water therefrom. 

Pursuant to Section 2001, et seq., of the Water Code an order of - _. 
reference to the Departz:ent of Public Works of 'the State of 

California was made July 26, 1946. The report~7o~ the referee, 

Exhibit NO.1, pursuant to said order was filed in said Court in 

September, 1952. 

Exhibit No.1 shows that since 1932 the decline in water 

1evels~in the \~est Coast Basin has continued at an accelerating 

rate with only minor interruptions. Concurrent with such decline 

has been an increase in saline content. By 1932 the entire coastal 

area from Palos Verdes Hills to the Ballona escarpment was 

underlain with salt waters as wa5 an extensive area along 

-2-

_. 



-A.· -36207 - R<.I 

Snn Pedro Bay noar Long Beach. Since then the affected area along 

Santa I.fonica Bay has ex,?ane.ed nne. the saline content of the -under-

lying water!: has p:"ogresoively increc.sed. 

The VIe st Basi."'l Water Association was for!:led as an 

organization of parties interested in the local wcter supply 

problem. N~~erous engineering and geological surveys and re~orts 

ho.ve boen ~'repared. A report of the Division of 'fia.ter Hesources 

in 1944 indica ted that the locul wa ter groul"ld sup,ly hadbee:n 

overdravm for a number of years and that the rate of overdraft was 

accelerating .. 

The complaint of California Water Service Com~a.ny, City 
. -

of Torrance, a.."'J.d Palos Verdes ~Vater Company filed in the Su!'erior 

Court allegos the existence of a gro~"'ld water basin comconly 

Imown as the Yiest Coast Basin n.nd describes the boundaries thereof; 

t~~t the ,lai~tifts have ?ar~o~~t rights to specified acre teet 

of water annually; that oach of the defendants claims some interest 

in the water rights of ,laintiffs; and that there has been an 

overdraft on the bosin since 1920 which has resulted in 10werL~g 

water levels in the basin below sea level; plaintiffs pray for a.n 

order of reference to the Depart=ent of Public Works, Division of 

Wa.ter ae~ources1 for investigation of and report u~on the physical 

fact:3 involved; that the rights of the defendants be dete:-tnined by 

the Court; that it be decreed the pl~1ntiffs are owners of pnra.

rnount ,rights to wllter from the basin in the amounts alleged and 

thnt defendants be enjoL~ed from asserting adverse claims thereto; 

a.nd that in the event the Court shall deter:nine that the rights of 

all pa.rties L~ the aggregate exceed the average annual su,ply to 

--3-. 



A ;36207 - E~'c 

the basin, the amount each party is entitled to take be proportion

ately reduced. 

Exhibit A, the agreement, pro~ides in part that no party 

thereto shall pump, take, divert, or withdraw from'the West Coast 

Basin in any fiscal year any wore water than the amount of water 

set opposite the name of such party under the column "Prescriptive 

Right, 1949", in acre feet of water~ provided that, if the water 

needs of any party are greater than the rights of such party to 

pump water from the basin and to receive water from all other 

available sources through then existing facilities, then such 

party may pump water in an amount not to exceed an additional 

10 percent of its "Prescriptive Right, 1949" and in an amount in 
. ~-

addition thereto which may be recommended by the Watermaster and 

approved ex parte by the Court. Any such party so pumping water 

in excess of its said rights shall reduce its pumping in the next 

fiscal year by an equivalent amount subject to relief and order 

of the Court through its Watermaster if such reduction is found 

to impose an unreasonable hardship upon the party. 

The agreement also provides in part that a Watermaster 

shall administer its pr,ovisions. The Department of Public Works 

of the State of California, acting through the State Engineer, 

has Signified its willingness to act as such Watermaster. Th~ 

agreem~nt provides for the exchange of water through an "Exchange 

Pool" and for the payment of costs for water so exchanged, and it 

provides further tha~ the parties shall obtain water fro~ the 

Ivletropoli tan Wate~ 'District to offset the curtailments effected 

by the agreement. 
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The agreement becomes errective'u~on the execution 

thereof by partie:; r..avi."lg 70 percent of the total !!?rescri:?tive 

R1Ght, 1949"; u,on approval by this Commisoion; u~on n"roval 

of r.:l1micipa1 or corporate :::.uthoritie:J';' and when a Watermaster 

hn: consented to act or hao been a'90inted by the Court. 

Tho record shows thnt ,?arties repre3cnt1ng in exce:s 

of 82 ~?ercent of the total "Prescriptivo Right" 1949" have exe-

outed the agreement. 

The CO::ml1.ssion has considered this record and reviewe,d 

the agree~ent. The Commission is of the opinion th~t its execu

tion would not be advorso to the public interest and th~t it 

should be approved; therefore, 

IT IS ~~REBY OJDERED that the execution of the Interi~ 

Agroo!':'lont al'l.d Peti tion with res~ect to ?roduction of wo.ter from 

the V100t Coast Basin" CO'9Y of which is atta.ched to the applica

tion as Exhibit A, by Southe!"r. California illater Company, 

Do~1nguez Water Co:'porntion" Palos Verdes V/ater CompD..."l.Y, and 
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Parl<: Water COnl!>nnyl" eor,orat1ons, be, and it 13 npproved. 

Tho effective date of this order shall be twenty d&ys 

after the date hereof, 

Do. ted tl. t ~O& ~\LoC':cs • C1l11fo:-n11l, 
"7 r-'. ~ thi 3 _..;;""";......;.JJ.,;.. •. ____ ' da.y or ~H\~!l' I! l)V 

Comm:'..ss1oners 
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