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Decision No. 
5t(!-...~; 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~{(SSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
THOMPSON BROS., INC., a corporation,) 
for a certificate of public conven- ) 
ience and necessity to operate as a ) 
highway common carrier. ) 

Application No. 35173 

Edward M. Berol, Bertram S. Silver and Thomas P. 
Brown, for applicant. 

Douglas Brookr:lan, William Meinhold, Frederick E; 
Fuhrl'!lan, Willard S. Johnson and Will1~~ E. 
Shuholm, for various carriers, protestants. 

Ru.s!::ell Bevans, for Draymenfs Association of . 
San Fr~ncisco; Maurice A. Owens, for Drayments 
Associ~tion of Alameda Cou.~ty; Norman R. Moon, 
for Loretz & Co.; D~niel W. ·B::Ucer, Marvin 
H~ndler, Fronk Loughr~n, Arthur·D. N~nron, and 
Vaugh~n, Pnul nnd Lyons by John· G. Lvons, for 
v~rious c~rriers, interested parties; 

Applic~nt is one of the group of carriers whose problems 

precipit~ted the investig~tion designnted by the Commission ~s 

C~sc No. 5535. He~r1ngs were held on this ~pplic~tion in connection 

with th~t cnse. Evidence of co~unity growth ~nd the resulting 

expansion of c~rrier operntions, e.s developed in Cnse No. 5535, 
w~s found to Rpply to this npplicnnt nnd to hnve m~terinl1y 

influenced its cctivitics. In oddition, n he~ring on this ~pp1i­

c~tion ~lone w~s held before Exnminer John Power in S~ Frnncisco 

on Septembor 13, 1954. On th~t occ~sion ~pp1icnnt presented 

evidence covering the history, fin~nces, eqUipment, f~ci1ities 

nnd personnel of its org~niz~tion. 

Applicantfs operating witness was its president, who gave 

or~l tcsti~ony and presented 11 oxhibits. Five shipper witnesses 

testified in support of tho appliCAtion. From this evidence the 

following f~cts were m~de to ~ppear. 
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Thompson Bros. began operations in 1905. Its present 

president started with another firm ~bout 18 years ago. He 

purchased applicantts stock about five years before the hearing. 

He ha~ consolidated two other concerns with it since then. 

Four f.1nanc1al exhibits were introduced. They reveal 

that net losses have been sustained in 1953 and 1954. The witness 

explained that these losses were the result of applicantfs having 

taken on an over-the-road acco~~t which proved to be unprofitable. 

One of the exhibits separates local from over-the-road results 

nnd substantiates this explanation. The account th~t cnused the 

trouble was discontinued ~t the end of Fcbru~ry 1954. The witness 

testified thpt the opernting eqUipment had been overexpanded nnd 

th~t 0 progrnm of fleet reduction h~d been instituted to correct 

this. No present fin~ci~l difficulty is revenled by the evidence. 

Applic(~nt h£l.s £I. main terminfl.l at S~ Fr~.ncisco consisting 

of n three-story building nnd 45,000 square foet of ~re~. A second 

tcrminGl, ~lso at Sc~ Fr~ncisco, has a lO,OOO-squ~re-foot bUilding 

~nd 30,000 squ~re foet of Y?rd with shop, gar~ge nnd pool car 

unlofl.ding fncilities. Applic~.nt has 58 pieces of oper~ting eqUipment. 

App1ict~nt rendors :"<. twice-dnily servicc' fc:,.turing seme-dey 

delivcry in most inst~nces. L~ exhibit lists more than 100 comood1-

ties c~rr1cd. Customers have ~lso been nucerous. B~y bridge 

crossings hcve beon dnily ~nd h~ve r~nged from one to nino ~ound 

trips per dtl.Y. 

The evidence shows th~t ~pplic~~t h~s the necessnry 

fin:;ncirll ~bili ty, fc.cili ties, equipmcnt, cxperience n..."'ld personnel 

to undort~c the proposed service. It further shows that the 

growth of the Snn Francisco-E~st B~y community has increased the 

over-all requirements for common carrier service and has resUlted 

in incre~sed demcnd for cpplic~ntrs services. Public convenience 
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and necessity require that the application be granted. This grant 

will be on the condition, however, that applicant serve the whole 

of the San Francisco-East Bay Cartage Zone as established in Case 

No. 5535. Acceptance of the certificate herein granted will be 

construed as consent to this condition. 

Applicant is placed upon notice that operative rights, as 

such, do not constitute n class of property which may be c3pitnlized 

or used as en element of value in rate fixing for any nmount of 

money in excess of that originally paid to the State as the consider~­

tion for the grcnt of such rights. Aside from their purely permissive 

aspect, such rights extend to the holder a full or partinl monopoly 

of n clnss of business over a particul~r route. This monopoly 

fo~turc ~ny be chp.nged or destroyed ~t any time by the State, which 

is not in any respect limited as to the number of rights which may 

be given. 

Application h~vinS been filed nnd public hearings held 

thereon, nnd the CommiSSion hnving considered tho scme and boing of 

tho opinion ~nd fincing th~t public convenience nnd necessity so 

require; therefore, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) Th~t n certific~tc of public convenience and necessity 

is hereby granted to Thompson Bros., Icc., ~ C.?.lii'ornia corpor~tio:l., 

authorizing the est~blishmont and operation of a service as a high­

wny common carrior, as defined in Soction 213 of the ?ublic Utilities 

Code, for the trnnsportation of gencr~l commodities except petroleum 

products in bulk in tonk vohicles., u.ncr~tcd hOUSGhold goods, 11vGs.tock 

end commod1 tics of un.usunl vnlue.,betwcen the points so': forth in 
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Appendix itA" nttr-.ched hereto <'.nd by this reference m~de -?, pt\.rt of 

this order~ 

(2) Th~t in providing service pursu~t to the ~uthority 

herein gr~nted, npplicC'-!'lt ~ny use r-.ny ..... nd ~ll streets, ro~ds; 

highwr-.¥s .?nd bridges, :-.nd shnll comply ivi th the following service 

regulr.tions: 

n~ Within thirty cloys nfter the effective dnto of this order, 
applicAnt shnll file ~ written r-.ccept~nce of the certif1~ 
cnto heroin grc!'lted~ 

b. Wi thin sixty dC'-ys nfto:' th,; offocti ve dntc hereof, p..nd 
upon not loss thnn fivo d0ySf notico to the Commission nnd 
tho public, npplicAnt shall establish the service heroin 
authorized ond comply with the provisions of General 
Order No. 80 by filing in triplicate, and concurrently. 
m~king effective, tnriffs s~tisfnctory to' the Commission~ 

The effective dntc of this order shnll be Fobru~ry 1; 1955; 
., r~_' D'"'ted at Los An"I'J-. .. , Culiforni~, this _O\--..-.J_ t( __ 

dny of ___ :;;A_N_U_A_R_'l ___ _ 

~ 

"'I..I~~ 
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I 
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LU:r;r:S OF SAN FRP.NCrSCO-EAST BAX CARTAGE ZONE 

SS-"l Francisco-East Bay Cartage Zone incl\.:de3 thc.t c.r~a p.mbrllced by the 
following bo~"ldary: 

Bcgin."1ing at t.1.0 poi::'lt where the San Francisco-SDr. Y.ateo County Bounda..."j" 
Line meets the- Pacific Ocean; thC::'lCC easterly along said bound3rY line to Lake 
Xerced Boulevard; thence sout.'-l~rly along said Lake Merc.;)d Be'Uleva.rd snd Lynr.,cwood 
Dri ve to So. Mayfair Avenue; thence westerly :;W.ong s:lid South Mayfair Avenue to 
Crestwood Drive; the~cc 30utilcrly along Crestwooe Drive to Southgate Avenue; thence 
westerly along South/?;Iltc Avenuo to Maddux Drive;thcnce southerly and easterly along 
Xadd'UX Drive to a point one mile ".lost of P'.ighway U.S. 101; thence southea.sterly 
o.long an i:r.a.ginary line one mile .. rest of and paralleling Highway U.S. 101 (El C.e:nino 
Real) to its intersection "..'i th the southerly boundary line of the City of S811 Yw:teo; 
'Chcnce northeasterly) northwesterly, northerly and easterly ru.ong said southerly 
bo'l.lnd.al:'y to Bo.yshore Hichway (U.S. 101 Bypass); thence leaving said bou."ldary line 
and co:c.tin\ling ~O:sterly ::U.ong the projection of last ~cid course to itsilltersection 
',lith Belmont (or J..ngolo) Creek; thence northea.sterlyalong Belmont (or .Angelo) Creek 
t.., SeCll Creck;thence wect.erly and northorly to a point one :nile south of.' Toll 
Brid~e RMd;thencc ~o.:::torly along on i:aginary line one mile southerly and paro.l- . 
~oling Toll BridGe Roa.d and S~ Mateo Bridse and Mt. Edon Road to its intersection 
wi th Sta.te Sign Route 17; thence eo:c.tinuing easterly and northeasterly along 8..."1 

imaginary line one mile :::outh and sout.'lcasterly of and paralleling Mt. Eden Road 
ruld Jack:::on Road to its inte:osection with an ilnasinary line one mile ea.sterly o! 
c.nd para.ll~ling State Sibtn Route 9; the:c.ce northerly along said i=l.a.sinary line one 
lr.ile easterly of and p~o.lleli:c.g State Sign Route 9 to its intersection v.i th nBn 
Streot, Hayward; thence easterly ond northerly along ITSIT Street to Center Street; 
thene!!) nort.'l~rly alone CI-)nt.cr Street to Castro Valley Bow.evcrd; thence "Westerl1 
along Castro Valley Boulevard to Redwood Road;th~nce northerly along Redwood Roed 
to ~l'illio.m Street; thence wC5terly alo:c.&; t{illiam Street and lOSth Avenue to Foot­
:.ill boilleva.rd; northwesterly along Foothill Boulevard to the couther1y Oo'Utldary 
line of th~ City or Oakland; thence ea:::terly one. northerly alone the Onkland Bo'1.mday 
Line to .its inter:::ection with the Alameda-Contra Coste. County Bounda..-y Line; thence 
northw'=lsterly o.lonc; last :;c.id .line to its interocction ".1i th Arlingto!l Avenue 
(Berkclcy);thonce northwecterly along Arlington Avenue to a point one mile north­
e~sterly of S~ Pablo Avenue (HiGhway U.S. 40);thence northwesterly alonG an ~~g­
lnF.l.rY line on'" mile cn:::tcrly of and pt.U'all~ling San Pa.blo Avenue (I1i~h ..... ay U .S.40) 
to its intersection \dth County Road No. 20 (Contra Costa County);thence westerly 
,:Qone C01J.'1ty Road No. 20 to BroadWAY Avenue (also known as Balboa Road); thence 
northerly alone: Broad .... ay Aven\.:e (also known as BaJ.boe. Road) to Highway U.S. 40; 
t..i.ence northerly o.l"ng High· .... ay U.S. 40 to Rivers Street; thence .... esterly along 
Rivors Street to 11th Street;thence northerly along 11th Street to Johns Avenue; 
the:c.ce westerly along Jo~~s Avenue to Collins Avenue;thenco northerly &1on~ Co~~s 
Avenue to Morton Ave:c.ue;thence wecterly along Morton Avenue to the Southern Pacific 
Cotlpany right of .... a.y and continuing .... e:::t.erly along the prolongation of Morton Avenue 
to the chore li."le of San Pablo Bo.y; thence southerly and 'Westerly o.lo:c.g the shore 
line a.-'ld wa.terfront or SM Pablo Bay to Point Ss.."l Pablo;thonce southerlyalons ell 
ir:la.gine.ry line from. Point San Pablo to the San Fre.ncisco Wa.terfront at the foot of 
Mnrket Street; thence .... esterly along said ..... aterfront s..~d shore line to the Pacific 
Ocean; thence southerly along the shore line of the Pa.cific Ocean to the point of 
b<:lginnin&_ 

t..'1ereof: 
;.l.a.::lc da 

The- foregoing description includes the following points or portions 

;"J,a.m.eda. Pier 
Albany 
3aden 
?a.y Far:::l I slane. 
3ay::hore 
~orkeley 

Brisba..'1e 
3roac. ..... e.y 
3urJ.i.ngame 
Co:mp Kr.ight 
r-Mtro Val1e:ly. 
ColIta 
D~y City 
EMt Os.klonc. 
El C~rrlto 

Elkton 
El:nhurst 
Emeryville 
Ferry Point 
Frui tvoJ.e 
Gover~ent Island 
Hay-.rard 
Lawndale 
Loti ta Park 
Melrose 
Y..illbrae 
Mill:> Piela. 
xt. Eden 
Calull!ld 
OO}-J.o.nd Mur.ieipoJ. 

tirport 

Oakland Pier 
Ocean Vie .... 
Piedmont 
Point Castro 
Poi:l.t Floming 
Poi:c.t Isabel 
Point Molate 
Poi=.t Orient 
Point Potrero 
Point Ricbrlond 
Point San Pablo 
Richmond 
Russell City 
Sa..~ Bruno 
San Franeisco 
San Francisco Inter­

national .Airport 

San LeMero 
San Lorenzo 
San Mateo 
Son Pablo 
South ,San Fro.:c.-

cisco 
Stege 
Tanroran 
Treasure I slA.."d 
Union Park 
Viol. tacion 
Westlake 
!>,Tinehaven 
Yerba. Bueno. 

Island 
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