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BEFORE THE PUE:LIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application No. 35350 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
THE CITY OF'LOS k~GELES, a municipal) 
corporation, to construct a public ) 
highway across the right-of-way of .) 

v the El Paso Line of tho Southern ) 
Pacific Compa~s. ) 

Alan ~. C~mpb~ll, for the City of Los Angeles. 
c. W. Cornell, E. D. Yeom~~s and Walter A. Steiger, 

tor the Southern Pacific Company, interested 
party. 

H. F. Christenson, for the Commission staff. 

By this application, as amended, the City of Los Angeles 

seeks authority to construct Astoria Street at grade across the 

tracks of the El Pnso Line of the Southern Pacific Comp~y. The 

crossing will be an extension of ~storia Street, eliminating the 

present offset unimproved crossing situated approximntely ,0 feet 
1 

northerly of Astoria Street. 

A public he~ring w~s held ct Los t~gelos before 

Exnminor Mnrk V. Chios~. Or~l ~nd docUQent~ry evidence hGving 

been adduced, the matter w~s submitted for decision. 

Tho proposed l.storia Streot crossing is in co. parti~.lly 

developed residenti~l r.rea im:::.cdintely northerly of the San Fern~"ldo 

city limits. In said cree there ~re crossings C'.t Hubbard Street, 

Bledsoe Street nnd Roxford Street. In this cpplic~tion there ~re 

1 
The present crossing (No. B-460.52) was p~rmitted to rcmnin open 
to trrtffic only upon condition th,':\t the City of Los l..ngclcs ti10 
an ~pplic~tion with this Commission for nuthority to cstcb11sh n 
crossing at Astori~ Street in ~ccordnncc With the standards pre
scribed by this Commission (Dec. No. 49477). 
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two streets tha,t must be considered, Astoria Street and Poll" Street, 

both of which are located between the Eubbard Street crossing ~~d 

the Bledsoe Street crossing. Astoria Street is pracXically the 

same di~tunco (upproximately 2,900 feet) froo, and parallel with, 

Hubbard Street us ?olk Streot is from Bledsoe Street, so that there 

is no pnrticulnr ndv~nt~ge from the stnndp01nt of distance in so 

fnr as tho UTea northerly of the Southern P~cific Company trac~s, 

between Hubb~rd ~nd Bledsoe Streets, is concerned. 

The evidence shows th~t ('t drnin2.ge problem exists ~t the 

proposed loc~tion of the Astori~ Street crossing, as well as ~t 

Polk Streot. A city district engineer testified th~t there is 

~pproxim~tely 50 ~cct between the nenrest tr~ck and ~ w~ter th~t 

might accumul~te ~t the intersection of Astoria Street and 

S~n Fcrn~ndo Ro~d which p~r~11els the tr~cks on both Sides of the 

r~ilre~d right-of-w~y in this ~ren. Astori~ Street is not desig

nr-.tod t'. "mujor streett! in the l1.:".stcr Plt'.n of Highw=.ys by the City 

Pl.:".nning Co~ission; Polk is so deSignated. There is no material 

developm'cnt southerly of the tr~,cks nnd S:".n Fernnndo Ro~d at 

~~tori~ Street, :".nd s~id street would r'.t present tcr~tnatc ~t the 

southerly lnne of S~~ F0rn~ndo Ro~d. 

~lthough the ~pp1ication is not opposed, the Southern 

PaCific Company tikcs tho position that thore should not be more 

thnn one crossing between the Hubb~rd Street ~nd Bledsoe Stroot 

crossings, a distance of approximately 1-1/3 miles ft The record 

further shows that the Los :.ngelcs County Grt'.dc Crossing Cocmi tt-ec 

h~~ on two occosions 1nvest1g~tcd the crossing s1tu~tions ~t 

~~torin Stroot ~nd Po2k Stroot ~nd hn~ roeommon~o4 thet ero~3~ng 

·bo cst~blishcd at Polk Strcot ~nd not ~t Astori~ Street. On the 
othor hc-nd, tho Puo~ic t-lorks Comm1 ttoo o:C tho C:1. ty or Los !..ngclos 

h~.s recommended thc.t ~ crossing (It Polk Street be not ost~blishod, 

favoring n cro3s1r.g nt ~storio Strc~t. 
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The district engineer for the Bureau of Engineering of 

the City of Los r~gclc: ~nd one public witness testified in support 

of the application. 11.1'though the reco:::-d does not clearly establish 

that the proposed Astoria Street crossing is the better location, 

the Commission is of the opinion that it is, at this time, in tho 

public interest to gr~nt the applic~tion. However, future develop~ 

mont in the area maY require thnt the m~ttcr be given further 

considerntion. The City of Los Angeles will be expected to file 

~an ~ppropriate applicntion with this Commission before any 

addi tion.?l cross:ings ~re opened in the arc~. 

o R D E R --- .. ,.""".--

1 .. public he~ring having beo!). held., the Cottmlission being 

fully advised 1r1 the premises, ~nd good c~uso u·ppen:ring, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) Th~t the City of Los l.ngeles is ~uthorizcd to con-

struct fl.storit'. Street ~t gr.-.de across the El Pcrso Line of the 

Southern P~cific Company in the County of Los ~~geles at the 

loc~tion d~scribed in the ~pplic~tion, ns ~endcd, to be 1dentified 

t\$ Crossing No. B-460.5. Construction:\Dd mr.inten~ce expense sh~ll 

be borne in nccord~~ce with blanket agreoment between ~ppl1c~~t ~nd 

Southern Pnc1f1c Comp~ny dctcd Soptember 5, 193~ (Exhibit No~ 2). 

Width of crossing shall be not less tt.k~ 36 feet nnd grades of 

,~ppro~.ch not gre!~ter th~ six per cent. Construction shnll be 

equ~l or superior to St~ndcrd No. 2 of Gener~l Order No. 72. 

Protection sh~ll be by two St::.nde.rd No. 8 flro.shing light sign~ls 

(Gener~l Order No. 7;-B). 

(2) Th~t within six ~onths fro~ the effective d~tc of 

this ordc~ or upon completion of Crossing No. B-460.", whichever 

occur: first, Crossing No. B-~O.52, sitU2.ted ~pprox1mctely 50 feet 

to the north of ~storic Street, Shall be abcndoned ~d closed. 
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(3) That within thirty days ~rter completion, pursuant 

to this order, applicant shall so- advise the Comm1ssion in writing. 

This authoriz~tion :hall become void if not. exercised within one 

ycnr, unless time be extended, or if above conditions are not 

complied with. Authorizntion m~y be revoked or modified if public 

convenience. neceSSity, or s~rcty so rc~uirc. 

Tho effective dcte of this order shnll be twenty d~ys 

~fter the dntc hereof • 
.. Los .. ":..=.:;c~C.:1 '..-:lJ ~ 

D~ted e.t ________ , Ccliforr..1n, this ...;~~~'"-__ 
. ; :JANU~RY 

d~y of ________ _ 

Commissioners 


