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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO}fi'~ISSION OF TEE STATE 9F CALIFOruUA 

Application of THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA ) 
AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY, a ) 
corporation, and LOS ANGELES JUNCTION ) 
RAILvlA~ CONPANY, a corporation, for ) 
permission to operate freight cars ) 
of the overall height of 16 feet 8 ) 
inches over a certa1n designated route ) 
in the State of California. ) 

Q1:1.Ji1.Q! 

Application No. 36708 

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company and Los 

Angeles J~ction Railway Compan~' in their applicat,ion filed February 

7, 195'5, and in their first and second atlendment,s ther,eto filed 

February 10, 1955, requested authority to o~rate f'~eight cars with 

~n over-all height of 16 feet 8 inches from the top of rail to the 

top of' running board over a certain designated route in the State of 

Ca11forn1a as specifically described in the app~icatio~~ Sueh 

author1 ty is sought for the purpose of transport.ip.g aut,omob11e 

bodies to the Ford Motor Company Lincoln-Mercury D.1vi,sion plant 

located in the Los Angeles industrial area. 

The Commission's General Order No. 26-D provides that the 

minimum overhead clearance above railroad or street ra:l.1way tracks 

shall be not less than 22 feet 6 inches and that this clearance shall 
l • ~ .. 

apply to the movement of freight cars having a heigh~ not exceeding 

15 feet 6 1n~hes. Subsection 2.5 of the general order provides 

that If I! freight cars of' a height greater than 15 :fe,at 6 inches are 

transported or proposed to be transported, minimum o~erhead clear­

ances shall be increased by an amoUllt not less than such addit1?~1 
~ . 

height." Therefore, under the provisions of this general order the 
,', . 

minimum overhead clearance should be 23 feet 8 inches .in the oper.at1on 

of 16 feet 8 inch freight cars~ 

,-l.~ 



Ex..."1.ibit "At! as revised in the second amendment to the 

application herein, lists the overhead clearances of less than 

23 feet 8 inches on the routes over which the excess height freight 

cars are proposed to be transported. These are as follows: 

~~1 Tr.£.~s Bri9p;es 

Br. A-35 Victorville 

I-file E.9st Clearanc~ 

Wcst"'ard 34 plus 0595 22' 1 3/8" 
Eastward 34 plus 0;95' 22 t 0 3/4" 

Overhead Highway Brioges 

Br. aA-82 San Bernardino 81 plus 2820 22' 6" 
(Mt. Vernon Viaduct) 

Ty,nnel.,2 

Tunnel No .. 1 
Tunnel No.2 

Eastward 58X plus 4580 23 t 7 t 7/8" 
Eastward ;9X plus 95'6 23 r 6' 

Exhibit "All covers only the clearances on the railroad owned right­

Of-way. The excess height cars will be delivered to Track No. 2 

in the Ford Motor Company LL~coln-Mercury plant and over that track 

is a canopy of a height of 22 feet above top of rail. 

In accordance with Decision No. 47;23 dated July 28, 1952, 

Application No. 33347, under certain operating conditions contained 

therein, applicants are presently operating freight cars of an over­

all height of 16 feet 8 inches over the same route described in the 

instant application to the Chrysler Corporation plant located in the 

immediate vicinity of the Ford hotor Company Lincoln-Mercury plant 

in the Los Angeles industrial area. Understandings have been reach­

ed on the gro~d between representatives of the applicants, the rail­

road Brotherhoods, and the Commission's Operations-Safety and 

Engineering Sections With respect to suitable and safe operating 

conditions for delivery of the excess height freight cars to Track 

No. 2 at the Ford Motor Company Lincoln-Mercury plant. These 

operating conditions are contained in the following order, together 

'~th those contained 1n Decision No. 47523 that are applicable to 

the instant requested operations. 
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It appears tr~t a public hearing is not necessary herein 

and that the application should be granted, subject to certain 

conditions. 

.' 
o R DE R - - - -- ," .... 

IT IS ORDERED that the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail­

way Company and the Los Angeles Junction Railway CompanY' 'are exempt­

ed from the proVisions of subsection 2.5 of the Commission's General 

Order 26-D in the operation of freight cars having a height of',., 16, 
.,' • t, ... ~ 

feet 8 inches from top of rail to top of running board for the sole 

purpose of transporting automobile bodies, subject to the following 

conditions: 

1. Entering California on The Atchison, Topeka and Santa 

Fe Railway Company's main line of railway at the state l1ne near '.' 

Needles, California, thence to Hobart Yard at Los Angeles, Cal1for-
,,-

nia, Via Barstow, San Bernardino, and Fullerton. At Los Angeles·, 
" ~ 

H.obart Yard the excess l:.c.ight freight cars shall be transferred from 

applicant The Atchisc>n, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway to applicant Los 
, , .. ~ .... 

Angeles Junction Railway for delivery to the consignee at its 

Lincoln-Mercury DiVi'sion plant in ~he Los Angeles central manuf'actur-

ing district. In the operations beneath the }It. Vernon v1aduct:~~t 

San ~ernard1no, (Er. aA-82) applicant .The Atchison, ~opeka and .. ,.Santa 

Fe Railway Company ,shall limit the movement to tracks. 5 to 26'inclu-
. . , ~.: ,. . " ~ 

'\¥ ... ' 

si ve • \'Jhen the said cars are mad~. empty by the consignee'they . 
, ~ , . . ~ . . . j'.:' , ~.... ' /. ; ::.' :.)1 ~ ;. , ' 

shall be returned,to.the~state line near N~edles, Calif'ornia, f'ollow-
,_, 1'. ' • '.', I '. 

1ng the same route; eas;tpound .~S. ,they" f'ollo:w:~d westbound.." . 
• I '\, " • ...,. ~. • ..... .: J •• __ ~ ~"". \.1 ' • .,' ~'. .. • 

" " " 2. Appl1cant.,.The ,Atch~s~o,n" .. ,~opeka ,and. Santa: Fe Railway 
. , " "' , _.. " ' '. \. .:1 ~ . , 

Company shall continuously. maintain adequate .tell-tales in ,both 
." ,' ..... '. , .. '.', ,:. i " """" \. 

directions of ,approach t~. all structures, . tunnels , and other'oVerhead 
. .' . '.' ' ' ; : ..... ',,,,, , .~ ~ I;: '" i r' • 

obstructions ha\d..ng a "clearance, of less than 23 feet 8 inches above . . . .... . . 

top of rail, as heretofore required by Decision No. 47523 dated July 

28, 195'2, in Application No'. 3334'7. 
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3. Before commencing the movement of the excess height 

freight cars herein authorized to be operated, anillum1nated sign 

shall be placed at a location where it can readily be seen by train­

men operating on Track No. 2 at the Ford Motor Company Lincoln­

Nercury Division plant, reading: If STOP, Trainmen are prohibited 

from riding the tops of cars beyond this po1nt.n Applicant Los 

Angeles Junction Railway shall issue appropriate notice to all 

employees involved calling their attention to the eXistence of this 

impaired overhead clearance and prohibiting such ~mp1oyees from 

riding on tops of cars while operating on Track No. 2 at this 

-location. 

4. Each car herein authorized to be 'operated shall be 

permanently stenciled or equipped with placards, and such markings 

maintained in a legible condition adjacent to the ladder or hand 

holds at all four corners approximately , feet above the top of the 

rail, with letters of at least 3" high, of a color contrasting with 

thecal' body color, reading as follows: THIS CAR EXCESS HEIGHT 16 

FEET 8 INCHES HIGH ABOVE TOP OF RAIL.. In addition there shall 'be 

placed ~ter the number of each car the letter I!HU
, to 'be painted 

in the sam~ color and of the same size as the numerals or letters 

in the number. 

,. When any train contains freight cars herein authorized 

to be operated, zuch freight cars shall be blocked in a single unit, 

and, if the total number of cars in the train permits, cars of such 

excess height shall be located in the train so as to be at least 

five cars distant from either the caboose or the engine. 

6. Any yard cre,." required to handle freight cars herein 

authorized to be operated shall be notified throush its supervisin5 

o~~icials o~ the presence o~ such ~reight c~s ~ said yard. 

? No member of a road or yarderew shall be required to 

ride on top of the freight cars here1n authorized to be operated. 
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8. E~ch member of tho 'crew of e~ch tr~1n cont~ining 

freight c~rs herein ~uthorizcd to bo oper~ted sh~l1 bc informed by 
.~ 'I, " '" 

~ ~ppropr!uto tr~in order thnt the consist of the tr~in includes 
.' 

freight c~s of such excess heights, specifying the tot~l number 

thereof ~~d ~dvis1ng th~t no member of thc tr~ crcw is required to 

ride on top of ony such freight cc.rs 'While tro.in is moving through 

p~ssing tr~cks or over the mcin line between stops. 

9. No new overhend construction on the routo herein . 
authorized shnll be less t~ 23 feet 8 inches ~bovc the top of the 

r<lil. 

10. The Commiss1on reserves the right to mc.ke such. further 

orders relative to overhead clear=nccs ~d the operation or said cars 

,,"s 1 t my deem right and proper, nnd to revoke its permission if in 

its judgment public convenience, necessity or scfety de~ds such 

c.ction.' 
.. 

The effective d~to of this order shnll be twenty (20) d~s 

~tcr tho date hereof. 

d.:J.Y of 

D~ ted Co t __ --&:-n-'1r-::.-n-ci.v.-~-O---, Cnl11" ornio., this __ /_,4 ... ~ __ 
''/?h/l,&/ , 1955. 

. --( 
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