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Decision No. --------
&'"'FORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMUISSION OF 'I'm; StATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY~ ) 
a corporation, fo~ pe~s~10r. to o~rate ) 
freight C<lr$ of an overall !le1Zht ot', six- ) 
":.~~n (16) feet, eight (8) inches over . ) 
e~rtain designated rou-oos in t,."le State ) 
of Cslii'orn1a.- ) 

o PIN ION ... _-.,----

Application No. 36660 

Southern Pacifie Company" a corporation,. on January 2" 19,5, f'iled mth 

the Comission a reque~t to deviate from the provisions" of General Order No. 26-D 

in the operation of freight cars with an over-all he1ght of' 16 feet S inChel~ from 

top of ra.il to the top of rutln~ ng board between the Cali1'ornia sute line near Yuma .. 

Arizona~ and Taylor Yard, Los Angeles~ and betvreen 'I'8.Y,~or Yard~ Los .'.ngeles, and 

Baker:i'ield.. This authority is ~ought for the purpose of transporting automobile 

bodies to General Motors Corporation automobile assembly planUs located at Raymer, 

Calitornia, in the southern 'Part of the state, and Melre~e, California, in the 

northern part of tbe state. By Decision No. $0807 .. datad November )0, 1954, in 
,-' . - .. -'. 

Application No. 3C079" the Commi~sion heretofore has authorized tho ,operatioln of 

~ueh cxeC5S height freight car~ over lines of the applicant beyond Taylor Yard~ Los 

Angclcs~ to ~:ymer and roturn~ 9lld 'beyoncl Bakers!ie1cl to Melro~ and retu.rn. the 

addi tior.al rou.te requested in the instant. application in cOnjunction with the route 

~ei!'ied in Decision No .. $0807 would permit the operation ot the excess height 

freight cars bet~erl. the ~tate liM :md the General Moto~ automo~ile a~sembly 

plnnto without interchange. 

The COmmission's General Order No. 26-D provides that minimum overhead 

cle.'Jranee above railroad ,or street raUway track3 shall 'oe not less than 22 feet 

6 inches and that this clc,arance shall app:4.y to the movement o£ freight cars hav1ng 

a height of 1$ feet 6 inches. Subsection 2.5 of the general order provides tb.at 

"I! freight cars of a heie:ht greater than 1$ feet 6 inches arc traxwported or pro-

posed to be transported~ I:tinic.um overhead clearances shall be incre~d. by an amount 

not less than :uch additional height. tI Therefore" u.'lder theSEI provisio~ the min

imum overhead clearance shall be 23 teet 8 inches in the operation ot 16 toot S 

inch freight cars. 
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Attached to the application 3M Qado a part thereot i:J a list of the 

ovorr.ead clearancee of le3S tMn 23 feet 8 inches on the additional routes over 

which. the excess height !'reight cars are proposed to be transported. These are as 

follows: 

Type of Structure 
River Bridge 
Sign",l Bridge 
Foot Bridge 
'iT igon Bridge 
Highway Overpass (V:Laduct) 
'trolley Wire 
Tunool 

No. of 
Structures 

.3 
9 
2 
1 

11 
1 
3 

Range of Overhead Clearance 

From 22'6" to 23 r7-1/4" 
From 21 'llll to 23 r4" 
From 21'5-1/4" to 22 r?-l/4" 
22'0-1/2" 
From 21 '7-3/4" to 23 t 6" 2, 'orr 
From 21 fll'l to 22'L.-1/2!1 

;If '"1 
...J 

In addition, At M.P. 484.4-A ncar Aurant, closely adjacent to Soto Street ~ 

overpacs M.P. 484.32, there is a Pacific Electric Railway Company overpa~ (6T~ 

;.98-cs) with an overhe,ad clear:mce of 21 feet ',-3/4 inches above top of rail •. 

The following tabulation shows overr.e'ld clearances of :Ie ss than 23 feet 

8 inches above top of rnil ir. the operation or the excess height freight ears over 

tho~ portions of the rClutes he~tof'ore 3.1!thorized under condit-ioM contained in 

Decision No. 50807 between Mojave ar.d. Melrose and betv.ecn Taylor Yard, Los Angeles" 

and Raymer! 
No. of . 

Type of' Structure Structures 
MojAVj~ to Melro~e 

Highway Overpass (Viaduct) 6 
Tunnel ~ 
Railroad Overhead 2 
Creek Bridge 2 
Melrose Plant Conveyor :3 

Taylor Yard to Raymer 
Highway Overpaos (Viaduct) 1 
Pedestrian Overpass 1 
Trolley Vl1re 1 

Range or Overhead Clearance 

From 21r8 11 to 23'6 rt 

From 21'$-3/4" to 22 t '-1jL.rr 
From 21'1" to 21 75" 
From 227Sf! to 23'6-1/2" 
Frolll 22')" to 23 7411 

21'll" 
2)'5-:3/L.1I 
23'0" 

tiith respect to the iMtant application, understandings h1lve been reached 

by representBtives of the applicant, the railroad operating brotherhoods and the 

Commission':; Operatio~-Sc,fety and Engineering Sections as to .appropriate coccii-

tions in the transportation of the exce.ss height freight cars to place the oper

ation: on as safe a basis as possible where overhead clearances of 23 feet 8 inches 

or greater Coln not fe.asibly be achieved. These will be contained in the following 

order. Suitabl$ operating conditions for the movement of the exce3s height freight 
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C~I'$ ~r~ cont..:lined ie. J:eci::;ion .::0. 50807 cO'7orit:g tho:e po:Ucr,e of t.he routes 

a.u~~ed in th<lt dcc1~1'n tac.t cro propo:3ed to Oc opcrjltcd in conjunction ... :ith 

It appears that a public hearing is not r..ecessarj" herein and that the 

~pp1ication should be granted subject to certain conditions. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company is exempted from the pro

visions of Subsection 2.5 of the Commission's General Order No. 26-D in the oper

ation' 'of freight cars having a, heigi'lt ot 16 teet 8 inches !'rom top of rail to top 

of running board for the sole purpose of transporting automobile bodies, subject to 

the following conditions: 

1. The' :iutb,orfiatl.O%l for the movement of the excess height freight cars shall 

app~ olliy over the following routes in the State of California: 

(a) Freight ears eo~igned to Ray::ler, Cali.fornia, shall be routed on appli-

cant's main line of railway entering California :!'rom Yuma, ArizOIl<;t; 

thenee Via Glamis and Alhambra to applicant's Taylor Yard (near appli

c"a.nt's so-called Downey or Interchange Yard.), Los Angel~s" v1.a traekage 

or the Union Pacific Railroad Company from AlhaI'llbn .Avenue to its end 

near Avenue 18 under a. joint trackage right; thence to ~r,. Calitorma, 

over the route upon: which ::Lpplic:lnt lYa.:I authorized to move :such excess 

height i"reight cars in the order contained in Decinon No .. 50807, dated 

November 30, 1954,. in Application No. 36079. 

When said cars are made empty they shall 'be returned. ewtbourld over' the' 

same route as they l'ollo\'led westbound. 

(b) Freight caro eOll$igned to Melrose" Call1'orn1.9.,. shall be routed: on appli

cant I s main line of railway entering Cali:!'ornia from YUl:l3:,. Arizona, via 

Glami3 and Alhmnbra to Taylor Yard (near al'plie~nt I s so-called Downey or 

Interchange Yare), Los ~ngeles, via trackage of the Union PaCific Rail

road Company :!'rom Alhambra Awnue to its end near Avenue 18 UIlder a 

joint trackage right. From Taylor Yard said cars shall be routed via .. 

~pplieant's Valley tine oy way of Saugus and Mojave to Bakersfield; . 

thence from Bakersfield to Melrose over the route upon Which applicant 
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was authorj,zed to ::love ouch exces:s height freight eare in the or,ier con

tair.ed :L."l !~cision No. 50807, dated NoveQber 30" 19$4, in Application 

No. 36079. 

When said cars are made ompty they shall be rctur~d eastbound mer the 

same rO\lW ,a.s they followed westbound. 
.;' '} ". '. t:' _', :~.,_, ... , ' 

On or be.fore Dec~~mber 31" 1955 overhead clearances shall 00 incre.lsed to not 
Or • ..... ~ 

less than 23 .fee1. 8 inches :above top of rail. to the lowest point 'of each of 

the .following structures: 

Mile Post and. 
Loca tion (near) 
732.23 Colorado 

732.07 
540.90 
539.83 

512.35 
48h.32 
48/i.4-A. 
458.10 
4.30.3 

Colorado 
Loma Linda 
Co1to:n 

?omonl'l. 
.A.urarl'~ 
Auran1~ 
Sylmar 
Raverll'l.l 

Structure 
"Nagon Bridge to 
Indian Reservation 
Foot Br1~e 
Foot Bridge 
Smta AnA Main 'l'r. 
River Bridge 2nd Tr. 
Highway Overpass 
Soto St. Overpass 
P.E.Ry.Co. (6T-3.98-CB) 
Highway Overpass 
Hig~'ay Overpass 

Pre.5ent Height 
Above Rail 

22'0-1/2" 

21'5'-1/4" 
22'7-1/1J," 
22'6" ) 
22'7-1/2") 
22'3" 
23 '0-1/2 t

' 

21'7-3/4" 
23'5-1/2" 
23'6" 

The De~artment of Public Works ha~ under consideration the installation of an 

additional highwa~' overpass, po~sibly during 1956, which mieht necessitate some 

alteration to a highway ~verpass structure at MyoCl.S.~ M.P. 607.$7" whert~ over

head clearances of 21 f'~t 8-1/2 inches over the main track and. 22 feet 1 inch 

over B. siding are in ~xistence. Durins thi~ co:o.~c·tion an overhead clear- ./ 

ance o.f not Je ss than 23 feet 8 inches above top of ~~il to the lowest point 

of the MyoClS. ::; truct.ure shall be provided. 

3. On Clr before December 31" 1955 overhead clearances s.l{ill be increased to not 

less than 23 .feet c'.-;/4 inches above top of rail to the lO'\-\'est point of the 
, 

highway overpass near Bea1.ll%lont, Cali.fornia" M.P. S61.)i. 

4. On or before May 31, 1955 a:pplicant shall install 'aclequate telltales on each 

side of a::ry overhead structure haVing a clearance of less trutn 23 feet 8 inches 

a.bove top of rail, 'Nith the exception of Colorado River Bridge" M.P. 732.29, 

near Yuma" Arizona; highway overpass" ~.P. 561.31" r~ar Beaumont, California; 

and. the structures :Listed. in Conditions 2 and S of this order; prOvid.ed, hov.- -/ 

ever" that such tel:~tales shall be installed. on each Side of' the highway over- / 

pass at Myo~, M.P .. f:/:)7 .57, until B. clearance of 23 feet 8 inches or over" as :/' 

req,uired by Conditic'n 2 he~of, is afforded at that location. 

S. On or before June 30, 1955 overhead clear;).tlees shall be increased to not less 

than 23 feet 8 inches above top of rail to the lowest point of each of the 

following structures: 
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Mill') Poat a.nd 
Locntion (Mar ;~ 
667 -3; Ni1~nd 
598.6:) Thou~:c.nd Paw 
$88.94 O~oot 
481.44 10:: .q.ngcles 
481.10 Los Angele::: 
480..88 10e Angelc", 
lJh 7 .5 HonbJl' 
433.2 Rur::~ 
1~~6.1 Pllrj.:I 

Structure 
Signcil Bridgo 
Signal Bri~e 
Sign..,l Bridge 
S1gr~ Bridge No. u 
Si.;nAl Bridge No. 5 
Si~nnl Bridge No.6 
S1eM1 Bridgo 
Si~l'l Bridr.e 
::':ignlJl nr1dJ.~o 

Present Height 
Above Rail 

22'3-1/2" 
22'211 
22'6-3/4" 
21'11" 
22'7-1/4" 
22'3" 
23 '1-.3/4 11 

23'1" 
23'4" 

6.. During tho ox~tonc:o of tho clear/mce of 23 !eot 0 ineMo .a:oove top of roil to 

tho trolley 'virEl~ lOCD.~d over applicant':; tro.ck::; nt Main Streot" Loo Angoloc, 

!f..P. 481..68 .. Ac!Oq~:lAto tolltlllco .::ha11 be eontinuou~ly maintained in c<~ch dir-

~ction of o,pproo'lch. 

7. Eaeh car horein authorized to be operated shall be permanently stenciled or 

coquipped with p1acard::l:o and :,;uch m.trkings maintained in a legible condition 

(Idjllc"nt to tho lM,d"r or hrm:1 holdo {\t all four eorner::: D.pproximato~~ .5 feet 

above top of the ~~il~ with lettero nt lo~ct 3 inch~~ high~ or ~ color 000.-

trast1ng with the car body color .. reading as follows: THIS CAR EXCESS HEIGHT 

16 FEEl' 8 I.NCHES HICH ABOVE '!'OP OF' RAIL. In addition there ohal1 be placed 

Ilf~r th~ number on ~l;l.ch cor the letter "HI!, to be pain~d in the :mne color 

.:lnd of the samo size 41.0 too numorAl~ or letters in the nu.mber. 

8~ \Yhen any train contain:; freight cars herein author~od to be operated.. :;uch 

tr~ight car: ohall be blocked together in ~ :;ingle ur~t, and, it the total 

number of C.lr~ in tho trt.lin pormit~, cllra of :meh OX~$:l height ~ha11 ibe 

lOc.lted in the train 00 as to be At lOAst !ivo CArS distant from either tho 

caboo~ or tho e nginf! • 

~. EACh rn~rnbor of. the c):'<'!w or N'teh tr~in conto.ining fr¢ight car: herein Q1lthor-

iZ4'ld to Ot.:' oporfltt!!d :,hrlll ~ infor~d by an Hppropr:1.n~ train oreter th,l1t tho 

eonci:!lt of the train inc1ud~:: freight cars of :such <lxcess heights" :speei1'ying 

the tott~l number tho~of Dnd advi~ing that no member of tho trnin crow is rc-

qui:N!d to rid.o on top ot f.Jny ~uch. l'reit:ht cars whil., the train is mOvi'r1g 

through paosing tr{ICKO or ovor the mnin liM bf:lt~n stopa. 

10~ Any yard crew requirod. to handl~ freight c~r$ herein authorized to be c'perAtod 

:lhall bo notified thrOl.lgh 1 ts supervia ing oft'ieials of the presence of such 

freight eare in s~id yard. 
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U. No momber ot '" road or yard crew 5hall be required to ride on top o! the 

freight cars heNin authorized to be operated and t.imetable bulletin3 all 

be issued by applicant advisi.~ said. crews of the loeationa of all overhead 

ob~t.ruetioM haV'J.ng a clearanoe of les~ than 2; teet 8 inches abo~ t.op of. 

rail in connoct1l)n with the movement of such exoeS5 height freight e.ar,~ 

12. No new overhead l:onstruotion on the route herein authorized sMll be less . 
than 23 teet 8 il:lCM:S above top 01' the rail. 

The ef£ect.i'V'e date of thi:s order "hall be t.he da~ hereof. 

Dat.od 4 t. Sun 'Fr.:.ncL~co • California, this :17';1;/ 
----------------------~ 

dAy 
/; /J of __ ........ '1/_//:_IA. ___ :..1._~/.:_~_.~_ .. ___ , 19S5. 

COmis:lioners 


