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Decision No. __ 5 ... 1 ... 11_. ~ __ ... _n_ 

, BEFORE THE PUBLIC U'l'ILITIES CCMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
" , . 

' ..... 
In(the Matter of the Application of ) 
AMERICAN BtJSLINES, INC., (Richard W. ) 
Smith, Trustee and W. F. Aikman, ) 
Additional Trustee) tor an order ) 
authorizing abandonment of seasonal ) 
service between Walnut Grove· and ) 
Thornton Junction and between ) 
Isleton and the intersection o~ ) 
Terminus-Kettleman Road and; ) 
Cherokee tane. ) 

Application No. 36819 

-Leo M. FitZWilliam, fer applicant. 
Charles w. Overhouse, tor the Comcission 

stali' . 

OPINION 
--- ...... .- ..... iIIIIIIIIIII 

By application filed -.March 22, 1955, American Buslines~ 
",'., 

Inc., requests authority to aoandon its seasonal service as a pas-

senger stage corporation (1) between Walnut Grove and Thornton 

Juncti~n over and along an unnumoeree county road and (2) between 

Isleton and the intersection o~ l'e~nus-Kettleoan Road and Cherokee 

Lane, south~est of Lodi over and ~~ng said Terminus-Kettleman Road~ 
By .Decision No'. 35292 dated April 28, .1942 in Application No. 24889, 

by Decision No.' ,a7S9 dated ~.areh '26, 1946 in Application No. 26611 

and by Decision No·.. 3912S d~ted ·June 25, 1946 in Application 

No. 27460 applicant,.:'s.. pr~deces~or, Gibson Lines, was authorized b,y 

this Commission to: oPerate in this area. These and other rights 

were acquired by Burlington Transportation Company pursuant to 
..:. " 

authority contained in Dec'ision No. ,J.4494 dated June 2.7, 1950 in 

. ' 

Application No • .305S4. This company became merged with applicant 

American Buslines, Inc., on October e, 1951 as eVidenced by DeciSion 

No. 46190 dated September la, 1951 in Applicat10n No. 32417. 
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As justification for the requested relie£ it is alleged 

that passenger traffic in the area involved has been declining, that 

as a result, aFplicant was authorized to Flace this service .on a 

seasonal basis between approximately Y~y l5, and October l;, of each 

year, that the particular routes above de~cribed have been operated 

as part or a shuttle service between Walnut Grove and St.¢ekton and 

between Isleton and Stockton via Lodi, that seasonal service Over 

these lines was authorized1 due to the fact that during the summer 

months the passenger revenue approXimately returned out-of-pocket 

cost of operation, that the revenue experienced during 1954, however, 

has been materially insufficient to meet such out-of-pocket cost, 

and in applicant's. opinion the service is no longer required 'by, 

public convenience and necessity. The application .also contains a 

statement that applicant i~ presently operating it$ Sacramento­

Stockton service via Woodbridge and Lod.i. to a£ford these towns serv­

ice. The oD.ly plac.e which will be totally without service will be' 

Terminus which presently has service only during the. summer months. 

Public hearing was held before Examiner John A. Rowe, Jr., 

on April 29, 1955 in Stockton, CalifOrnia. Evidence was adduced in' 

support of the application and the matter was duly submitted £or 
deciSion. 

Notice of the hearing and of the proposed abandonment was 

duly published in a newspaper of general circulation published in 

San Joaquin County and was posted in the terminals and buses of 

appli cant. 

abandonment. 

However, no one appeared 1nopposi tion to the requested 
. 'l; 

.~ 

1 DeCiSion No. 56102 ctated June 1, 195.4·i:o. Application No. j5311. 
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According to the uncontradicted evidence during 1954 the 

actual out-of-pocket loss per bus mile over the route sought to be 

abandoned was $0 .1626. The aggregate loss for this service during 

the year was $5,1$9.47 based upon the average system operating cost, 

and the total out of pocket loss was $3,226.80. The small number or 

persons using this service justifies a finding that it is no longer 

required by public convenience and necessity. 

The Commission is of the opinion and find.s that the 

requested abandonment or service should be permitted. Applicant 

should not be required to suffer this continuous operating 10s3 over 

a route the operation of which is not required by substantial public 

convenience and necessity. So that applicant may be relieved of the 

duty of reinstituting such seasonal service-the following o~er 

shall be effective on its date. 

o R D E R ................ -

Application as above-entitled having been filed, public 

hearing thereon having been held, and the matter being duly 

submitted, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That American Bus11nes, Inc .. , be, and it is hereby 

authorized to abandon and diseontinue its passenger stage service 

between Walnut Grove and Thornton Junction over and along an. 

unnumbered county road, and between Isleton and the intersection or 
..... , 

. Terminus-Kettleman Road and Cherokee Lane southwest of todi over 
.>. 

and along said Terminus-Kettleman Road .. 

2.. That said DeciSions Nos. 35292, 38-789 and 39l28, to the 

extent necessary to e!£ec~ such abandonment and discontinuance or . 
service, shall be eonsidereci as, and. they are hereby amended .. 
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:3. 'I'hat notice of the abandonment ana discontinuance of 

service herein authorized shall be posted tor a period of at least 

ten days in applicant's terminals. 

4. That applicant be, and i"e is hereby authorized to cancel 

all fares, rules, regulations and schedules applying to the service 

herein authorized to be abandoned on not less than one day's notice "', 

to the Commissio~ and to the public. 

The effective date or this order shall be the date hereof. 

Dated 'at __ SAn __ Fra:ncl!eo __ " ___ , California, this IIJ~ 
day or ___ ~""'--~ ............ ,...,./. .... c __ .,...:; 

Commissioners 


