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BEFORE‘THE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THZ STATE OF CALITOWTA

C maw
Decision Ne.  DAXOS

Application of the City of Oceamside,
California, requesting an order author-
izing the construction of a street

4“0 feet wide across the Escondide
Branch of The Atchison, Topeka and
Senta Fe Rallway of Tremont Street,
within the City of Oceanside.

Application No. 362346
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James A. Moore, City Attorney, and Charles
R. Crull, City Engineer, for City of Oceanside.
Robert W. Walker and Henry M. Moffat, for The
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Cempanys
Henry A. Pontes for Pacific Van and Storage Co.,
interested parties. Howard F., Christenson, of
the Commission staff. « -
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The City of Oceanside requests authority of this Commission.

to qqnstruct Tremont Street at grade across two "wye" tracks of The
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company. The tracks are a pért
of the Escondido Branch.

‘ A public heering was held in Oceenside before Exeminer
Mark V; Chiesa. Oral and documentary evidence having been adduced,
the matter was sutnitted for decision. o

The evidence shows that Tremént Street is parallel with
and one block soutnwesterly of E1ll Street (formerly T. S. Bighway
101), the principal artery through the City of Oéeanside.

Applicant contends that the Tremont Street crossing Iis
necessary to provide reasonadle access to, and fire protection for,
an inéustrial area southe;sterly and adjacent to the proposed cross-
ing, and that the crossing would provi&e relief f:om an undesirable
traffic hazard at Hill Street at and near its intersection withva
Cedicated but uﬁdeveloped street.known as Witherby Stréet; Sai&
Industrial area at present consists of a warehouse, a bowling alley

and a2 cocktail lounge.
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Witherby Street at this location is not less than 20 feet
wide and extends from HL1l Street to Tremont Street. It is not
improved but 4is now used for parking and for egress and ingress to
the side and rear of the bowling alley, cocktail lounge and warehouse
site which are located immediately to the southeast of‘the;souﬁheaster-
1y map line of Witherby Strect.. Tremont Street is not 3 dedicated H
street beyond 1ts intersection with sald Wit therdy Street, and the
proposed crossing at grade would terminate at said intersection.

The evidence shows that the alleged industriel area 1s
developed only to the extent indicated cxeept that a tfensig nix
concern, which uses.an entirely diffepent means of eccess, is alse
located in the general area. Evidence i1s lacking that there is any

torial daytime traffic congestion or parking problem along Witherby
otreot. The warehouse conducts 1ts business between & a.m. and %:30
p.0., six days weekly, and the bowling alley and bar are busiest at
night. 0On the other hand during night league play, many ¢ars are
parked near and around the bowling alley, and socme are parked on the
dedicated street area of Witherdby Street. There is no evidence of
record that Witherby Street could not de improved and made available

for public use. ~ e

Although 5 crossing at Tremont Street would provide addi-
tional aceess to the area, the buildings are not without fire protec-
tion as thereeps a2 fire hydrant at the intersection of Hill Street |
and Witherby Sﬁfeet in front of the bowling alley. Witherbdy Street
adbuts gaid bowling alley on the southwest and continues op to the

- warehouse location. Bgress and ingres* to said property could be
further improved and controlled both by interested partioa and by
the City.

The Commission records show that an application for author-

ity to establish Tremont Street at grade at thisc same location was
denied by the Commission in June 1952 (Deeision No. 47342),  Since
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safd denial there has been no material development in the vicinity
of the proposed crossing, and the evidence further shows that traffic
on H1ll Street, which was then U. S. Highway No. 101, has docreaaed
from 30 to 40 per cent, as a result of the relocation of °aid kighway.

Although there is usually orly one daily traln movement in
each direction over the north spur of said branch line, we cannot
find from the evidence in this~record that the construction of the
crossing at grade, which would dead end at the intersection of said
two streets and only 20 feet beyond the rallroad right of way, would
be in the public Iinterest, and therefore the applicavion will be
denled.

CRDER

A public hearing having been held in the above-entitled
proceeding, and the Commission being fully advised in the premises,

IT IS ORDERED that the application of the City of Oceanside

to construct Tremont Street at grade over the Escondido Branehiof
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallway Company, being Application
No. 363%6; be and it hereby is denied.

| ‘The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof. | |
T/Dated at San Francisco , California, this
/517 Y _day of, :%aaZaq 2 s 1955.
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