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Decision No. 5.1455 ORIGIIAt 
, 

BEFORE THE Pt~LIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THB STATE OF C~~IFO·~~r~ 

Application ot the Cityot Oceanside, ) 
Californ1a,requesting an order author- ) 
iz1ng the;construct1on ot a street ) 
'+0 teet wid'e, across the Escondido ) Application No. 363~6 
Branch ofXhe Atchison, Topeka and ) 
Santa Fe Railway ot Tremont Street, ) 
wi thin the City ot Oeeanside. , .. " , ) 
----------------------------------) 

~ames A. Moore, City Attorney, and Charles 
R. Crull, City Engineer, tor City ot Oceanside. 
Robert w. ~~lker and Henry M. Moffat, tor The 
Atchison, Topel'.,a and Santa Fe Railway Company; 
Henrv A. Ponte~ torP~citic V~n and Storage Co., 
interested parties. How~rd F. Christenson, of 
the Commission ~tatr. ~ 

OPINION - ...... _-- ...... -

The City ot Oceanside requests authority of this Commission., 

to c~nstruct Tremont Street at grade across two "wyc" tr;;!cY.s of The 

Atchison, Topeka and Sf.lnta Fe Railway Company. The tracks are a part 

of the Escondido Branch. 

A public hearing was held 1:l Oceenside betore Ex8miner 

Mark V. Chiesa. Oral and dOctmlentary eVidence haVing 'been o.dduced, ',;' 

the matter was submitted for decision. I 

," 

The evidence zhows that Tremont Street is parallel with 

and one block southwesterly of Hill Street (tor.merly U. S. Highway 

101), the principal artery through the City of Oceanside. 

Applicant contends that the Tremont street crossing is 

necessary to provide reasonable access to, and tire protection tor, 

an industrial area southeasterly and adjacent to the proposed cross­

ing, and that the crOSSing would provide reliet from an undesirable 

traffic hazard at Hill Street at and near its intersection with a 

dedicated but undeveloped street known as W1therby Street. Said 

industrial area at present consists of a warehouse, a bowling alley 

and a cocktail lounge. 
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" W1therby Street at this location is not lezs than )20 t~et 

wide and extends from Hill Street to Tremont Street. It is not 

improved. 'but is now used for parking and for egress and ingress to 

the side and rear of the bowling alley, cocktail lounge and warehouse 

site which are located immediately to the southeast of the southeaster­

ly map lino of W1therby Street •. Tremont Street is not a dedicated 

:;treet beyond its intersection with said W1therby Stree.t., and the 

proposed crossing at grade would terminate at said intersection •. 

The evidence shows tho.t the alleged industr-1al area is 

developed only to the extent indicated except that a trznsi~ mix 

concern, which uses an entirely different meo.ns of access, is also 

located in the general area.. Evidence is lacking that there is· any 

met¢r1el d~yt1me traffic congestion or parking problem along W1therby 

Street. The warehouse conducts its bUSiness between 8 a.m. tlnd 4:30 

p.m., six ,days weekly, and the bowling alley a~d bar are buSiest at 

night. On the other hand, during night league play, many ears are 

parked near and around the bowling alley, and some are parked on the 

dedicated street area or W1therby Street. There is no evidence of 

record that Witherby Str~et could not be improved and made available 
.;. ~ 

for public use. 

Although a crossing at Tremont Street would provide addi­

tional access to the area, the buildings are not Without f1re protce-

t1'on as there ,,1's 3 tire hydrant at the intersection of Hill Street 

and ~r1therby Street in front of the bowling alley. Wither,by Street 
'f' '\,. , 

abuts zaid bowling al~ey on the southwest and continues on to the 

warehouse location. Egress. and ingress. to said property could be 
'. • I ~. "", oJ. .' • ': • l' ., 

further ~proved and controlled both by interested parties and by 
~ '. " ::'. ;;' I" ,. . I Ie.".,. 

the City. 

The Commission records show that an application fo~ author­

ity to establish Tremont Street at grade at this same location was 

denied by the Commission. in 'June 19;2 (Decision No. 47342). Since 
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s;a;1d denial there has been no material development in the vicinity 
.' , 

of the proposed crossing, and the evidence further shows that traf:f'ic 

on Hill Street, which was then U. S. Highway No. 10l, has decreased 

from 30 to 40 per cent, as a result of the relocation of said r~ghway. 

Although there is usually only one daily train :nov~ent 1n . 

each direction over, the north spur of said branch line, we cannot 

find from the evidence1n this record that the construction of the 

crossing at grade, which would dead end at the intersect10n or said 

two streets and only 20 feet 'beyond the railroad r1ght of way, would 

be in the public interest, and ther·efore the application 'Will be 

denied. 

ORDER - - .... --
A public hearing having been held in the above-entitled 

proceeding, and the CO::liss10n being fully adv1sed in the preI:l1ses, 

IT IS ORDERED that the app11cation 'of the C1ty of Oceanside 

to construct Tremont Street at grade over the Escondido Branch of 

The Atcr~son, Topeka and Santa Fe Ra1lway Caopany, being Applicat10n 

No. 363~6, be and it hereby is denied. 

The effective date of th1s order shall be twenty days 

after the date he~eo:f' • 

. ),ated at 

fa UV day of_--:;..r.,o..~~ ____ _ 
th1s 

. Commissioners 


