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-""r=~ Decision No. ~.; ... ~~ ,~ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILIT:ES COMMlSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

I~ the Y~tter of the Application of ) 
CITIZENS UTILITIES COMPANY OF CAtIFORNlA, ), 
a ,California corporation, for a certi!i- ') 
eate of public convenience and necessity' ) 
authorizing applicant to extend its water ) 
service in Sacramento CountY1 Ca1i£ornia. > 

In the Matter of'the Application of ) 
AQUA PURE CORPORATION, a California cor- ) 
poration, and DRINKWATER UTILITIES COR- ) 

. PORA-TION, a California corporation, ) 
Copartners, dba, SIERRA WATER. COMPANY, a ') 
Limited Partnership, ) 
(1) For an order authorizing payment ) 

of costs and expenses out of the ) 
proceeds of Capital Contributions; ) 

(2) For a eertif'icate of public' con- ) 
venience and necessity to operate ) 
a water system 'to f'urnish· water ) 
to the public;' . , ) 

(:~) For an order establishing and ) 
apprOving rates tor service. ) 

In the Matter of'the Application of 
AQUA PURE CORPORATION, tor authority to 
issue and sell its shares and to issue 
its promissory note. 

In the Matter otthe Application of 
DRINKWATER UTILITIES CORPORATION, for 
authority to issue and sell its shares 
and to issue its promissory note. 

) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

~ 
) 

Applieat~on No. 35538 
, (As Amended) 

Applicat.ion,No. 35598 
(As .AJnended) 

. 
Applicat.ioll No • .35709 

(As Amend~) ., 

Application No. 35710 
(As Amended) 

Orrick, Dahlquis1;, Herrington&. Sutclitfe, by , 
Warren A. Palmer, for Citizens Utilities Company 
of California, applicant. 

G¢rd9n A. Fleury of'W11ke and Fle'UI'Y, for Sierra Water 
Company, Aqua ?ure Corporation and Drinkwater 
Utilities, Corporation, applicants., . 

Gail Bash, for Ben Ali Water Company, protestant. 
Earl D. Desmond, for Capital Accommodations and North 

Area Community Services Dis'triet', LeWis I. Harris~ 
for Capital Accommodations, and J. H. McMahon, tor' 
El Camino Water Company, interested parties. 

George F. Tinkler and John Donova.'"l, tor the Commission starr. 
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OPINION -- ......... -- ... 

Application of Citizens Utilities 
Company of california 

, ~. II 

, On June 22,. 1954, Citizens Utilities COmpany of California, 

hereinafter referred to as Citizens, riled itS'App1l:~atioll No~'3;S3$' 

with the Commission for a certi!icate '~f public 'convenience and Zl~~: 
, I ' I ·l',,· _" . ,.~ .. 

essity to extend its present public utility water: service in and 

adjacent to the City of North Sacramento to contiguous unincorPorated 

territory lying south and. east of the Citizens' water 'Sy~em' and "north 
of the American River and the line dividing Township 8'iio%-th"rro~':~" 

Township 9 north. " 1 ,\, " '~" . .-, ;,)""" 

At the hearing said applicant amended its application so 

as also to include within 1t.$ proposed extended servieearea'iihe ,,(' 

area south of's~d: Township line, west of Watt Avenue and'; -the i:'.' 

• " \ .j . ~ , / .' 

southerly extension thereof, and north and east or the American 
.•.• i I'" , ... ~" 

River, excluding therefrom the area now served by Capital'Accommoda-. 
tions and by Sierra Oaks and Sierra Oaks Nos .. 2 and 3· COUn-e'?""M&1nte':' 

:!lance District. 

A~plieations of Sierra Water C~any 
and I~s General Partners Aqua e 
Corporation and OrinkWater COrPoration 

. ', ' 
", 

". I •• 

On July 12', 1954, Sierra Water Company, hereinafter 

referred t<> as Sierra, riled its application for a certificate ot 

public convenience and necessity to serve Swanston Estates Unit No.1 

which is the northeast port·ion <>f Swanston E!'>ta'tes and is· the first 

unit of Swanston Estates to be developed. Swanston Estates is a 

part of the area which Citizens is seeking authority to serve. The 

Ben Ali Political District which is northwest of' Swanston,Estates 

separates Swanston Estates from the area presently served by Citizens. 

The southwestern boundary line of Swanston Estates is Arden Way 

which is a street along the northeastern boundary of the future Site 
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'. -' .j .,' .,. 

or the California State F'air. The area. immediately nOl1ih and also 

immediately east or Swanston Estates unit No. 1 is serVed by the 
" . 

Ben Ali Water Compan7~' Ethan Way which is the eastern boundary or 

"Swanston Estates also separates S~anstonEstates from the rema1Ding 

area into which Citizens is seeking to extend its service~ 
• " I, : • 'I • • . t', ~.. " ~ I, " • 

At the hearing Sierra's application was amended to z:oequest 

"the Co_ssion to make an order declaring that upon the filing of a 
., , ' I·' •. 

supplemental application it Will issue, to Sierra a certificate of, 
• > I' "\ ""'. '. 4 

public convenience and necessity to exercise franchise rights which 
. , ',. ~ 

may be granted to Sierra by the County of' Sacramento~ The fo:rinal 
amendment was filed September 24, 1954. 

• " •• ,r •• I'. • , ~ I> .... ,- ... • , " '1-" I " . 

Sierra Water Company is a limited partne~sbip compo,sed or 
two general partners, Aqua Pure Corporat1o:n and Drinkwater Utilities 

~~Pora:tion, and Roy 'I': Brophy, a limited partner. Each or the 

general partners proposes -eo'make a capital eontribution of $19,950 

and Roy T. Brophy p~oPoses to make a capitai contribution of $lOO~ 

ther~by prOviding the Sie~a Water Compaily With a totaJ. of $40;600 
• I" 

of capital. 
, ' ' I.,. ... 'l... ,. ,.. ~',. . ;, ,{ , _, 

In or~er to obtain authoriiation to raise funds to make 

these capital contrtbutions l on August 16, 1954; Aqua pure Corpora­
tion tiled Application No; ~5709; and D~nkwater Utilities Corpora-

I • , 

tion filed App11~ation No_ 3'5710. Both applications were amended on 

their face at the hearing on September 13, 1954. In their amended 

application~, respectively, each or said corporations requests 

authority to issue and sell to their incorporators, 1,000 of their 
" , 

authorized 7,500 shares at the'par value or $lO per share. Ea¢h of 

said corporations also requests authority to borrow $10,000 from 

Swanston Estates Development Co., a copartnership which is the sub~ 

divider or the property knoWn as Swanston ,Estates:, 
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Publ'ic Hearings 

All of the above applications were consolidated for hear­

ing. ;' Public"'hearings were held in 'these matters be£oreExaI:liner 

Wilson E. Cllne: a't North Sacramento' ~~' August 3l, 1954," and ~t . :.~; 
Sacramento' on SePt~mber-"i3, 1954. The proceedi'ngs were 'taken\~der 

• _ e ;". '. • •• '- • , ., ~ ,,_:. ~ .... 'I~ / »" • .. 

submission by the COmmiSSion on October 14;' 1954, after the filing 
•• ' •• " ,t 

Upon being 
," 

~~ti!ied that Ben Ali"~~ater Company 'had entere'~ int.o an aireement' 
• • ' • ' ~ • • t , , I ': ~ I 

with Sierra Water Company prOviding for Ben Afi Water Company to' 

extimd its public utility' water service. into the area known: as 
, , .. , , ; ~ . , , 

Swanston Estates, the Commission set 'aside submission. A turt~er 
. '. 'i . ,,_I. ,.,~ .... ; '. t. '" 

hearing 'was held before Examiner Cline at Sacramentc on Feb~ 4, 

1955 ~"~dat "the ,conclusi~n of ,the hearing the matter was again 

taken 'under submission. 
I'. "," ',,', 

Need for 'Service - Ben Ali Political District 
,. ~f ,~' "j ~ .. " J , .... "" ~ 

The area into which Citizens is seeking, to extend service 
: ~ : , .... \ ;'. .,.. " ',' ~ I • 

wilJ>be~divided into several seetions' for' purposes of consideration 

i:1 this dec'i si on::' The Ben Ali Political District is an area1m6edi­

ately" adjacent to':and southeast of the' area noW served. by C1t:iz~ris~ 
It i; northwest' of the future site or"the Cai.ifo~a State Fair ~d 

\' j_, j T 

Swanston Estates and separates the future site of the California: 

State Fair and Swanston Estates from Citizens present service area. 
, . 

The Ben Ali Political District is contiguous to 3.l?-d west of the area 

now served by the Ben Ali Water Company. 

The ~l Camino Water Company serves a small area in the 

center of the District. The record shows that Citizens is seeking 

to acquire the properties or t~e El Camino Water Company and that the 

El Camino Water Company is willing to sell its properties to Citizens 

provided a mutually satisfactory price can be negotiated. 

As the privately owned wells of the reSidents in ,the Ben 

Ali Political District are drying up, the area is vitally in need 

-4-



e 
A-35538 et al. NS 

of a. n~w source of water supply. Both the El camino Water" Company 

and the Ben Ali Water Company have refused to extend se%:'Vice into 

this area. The Sierra Water' Company does not wish to furnish water 

service'" beyond the limits of Swanston Estates. Prior to the first 

submissiOn of this matter Citizens stated,that it would be willing 

to serve"this area only if it were also authorized to extend its 
' ~ 

service" into Swanston Estates. However, at the hearing after 'the 
I (, " ., 

matter·wa:s' reopened, Citizens stated that it would consider, accept-, ' , 
...... 

ing acerti£icate authorizing it to serve the entire area sought in 

its application excluding Swanston Estates, if such were the 'deei,-
.'.\" .. 

sion of the' Commission. 

The, ~eeor.d shows that at the t1~~ of the hearing in these ,. . ... 

matters on August 3,1,1954, over 100 persons in the Ben Ali Political .... " .... , 

District desired water service from Cit.izens. At th~ hearing on 
. • .... ,,' J ,*' """ . . l 

Sept-ember 13,1954, evi<ience was introduced tha:ta par:tY.fJ7thename 
.... : .. , 

af Don Stevens also desires service from Ci~izens for three or four 

new homes which have been built in this District. 

Need for Service - Swanston Estates 

Prior to the original submission of the matters herein 

both Sierra and Citizens were seeking authority to, serve Unit No. 1 

o~ the Swanston Es~ates subdiviSion which is located in the northeast 

. cor,ner of Swanston Estates. Approximately 133 homes were to ~',cot!.-
-, , 

strueted on Unit No.1. The subdividers of Unit No. 1 preferred to 

have their own affiliated. organization, Sierra, rather than Citi-zens 

serve Unit No.1. Ben Ali Water Company which is contiguous on the, 

north to said Unit No. 1 had. ente:ed into an agreement with Sierra 

to furnish water to the Sierra system on a standby basis a.~er 

physical connection was made between the two systems. 

The entire Swanston Estates comprises 243: acres -and t1ni-:es 

Nos. 2 through 5 as well as Unit No,. 1 will ultimately -,be subdiv1d.ed. 
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providing sites for approximately 850 homes ana commercial estab1isn-
- , .. 

ments.. The Sierra Water Compa:ny proposed to seek authority to e~ena. 

it.s service as the development of each unit may'require.··Citizens 

was and presently is seeking authority to serve the entire Swanston 

Estates. 
'" .,. 

At the further hearing" subsequent to the setting aside of 

submission e71dence was introduced to show that Ben Ali Water Company 
. . , 

on November 2, 1954, entered into an agreement with S1erra.Wa:er 
l' . r," 

Company providing that Ben Ali Water Company should render water -, , 
( . service to the area known as Swanston Estates.. This agreement fur-

I • c. 
ther provides that Ben Ali Water Company should take Over the water 

. '''. 
system installed and to be installed by the Sier:a WaterCompany.''tc 

" . " . ..., ... 

serve Swanston Estates at the installed cost of the water system and 
.. .' i 

existing well, such amount to be re£unded to Sierra Water Company at 

the ·rate of 29 per cent of the gross revenues of the subdivision per 

azmum, for a perioa of 15-1/6 years. 'l'hewater mains construct~d' 

and under construction in Swanston Estates have been interconnected 

with the mains of Ben Ali Water Company, and Ben Ali Water Company 

has already been requested to furnish water to individual lots'in" 

S·..ranston Estates, Units Nos. 1, 2 and ), by reason of the co~tigtdty 

of Ben Ali Water Company's certificated area to that: of: Swanston: 

Estates. 

An exclUSive franchise has been granted to Sierra Water 
I • 

Company by Ordir.ance No. 4$3 of the County of Sacramento to serVe the 

area comprising Swanston Estates. Sierra Water Company has agreed 

to transfer the rights held under this £ranch1seto Ben Ali Water 

Company but is unwilling to transfer the said .franchise to others. 

Sierra' has no deSire to serve S~ton .. Estates, if Ben:"Ali 

Water Company can continue to do so. Sierra is continuing to.oppose 

the granting of a certificate to Citizens to serve Swanston Estates .. 
- .. 'j 
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.. 
If for a:n.y reason Ben Ali is preven'ted from serving this area, 

Sierra wishes to~be authorized to, do so itself • . ' 

Need· for Service - Future Site 
>0£ the California State Fair 

The future site of'the California State Fair is south of 

,the North Sacramento'Freeway, the Ben Ali Political District and 

Swanston Estates 1 north and east of the Ameriean River, and west of 

Ethan Way and its· southerly extension to the American River. No , 

evidence was introduced to show a:ny need for service iI:. thiS: area at 

the present time. It is a matter of conjecture when the State of 

California will provide funds for the development of the neW' State 

Fair Grounds. 

Need for Service - Area East of Ethan Way and 
SoutherIy Extension Thereof to the American River 
and East of the American River 

The remainder of the area into, which Citizens is $eeking 

to extend its service is east of Ethan Way and southerly extension 

thereof, ·,.,hich is the eastern boundary of Swanston Estates and the 

future site of the California State Fair.. The area is also east and 

north of the American River, west of Watt Avenue and southerly 

extension thereof to the American River and west and south of the 

service areas of Capital Accommodations and Ben Ali Water,· Company. 

There are aoout 200 people in an area five blocks long wes~ 

of Bell Avenue and south of Arden Way who are presently obtaining 

water from their own wells. Witness Parks, a building contractor, 

testifie'd that he had spoken to Ciuite a few of the people in this 

area and that they are anxious to have a public utility seI"Ve them 

as they also are afraid that their wells will go dry and that they 

will be out of water. 

A representative of the George Ganiats Construction Company 

informed Citizens that. this company has in mind: a subdivision devel­

opment to be located south of Arden Avenue and. west of Fulton Avenue 
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.' ' ' t 

just below Arden Highlands, in which lis homes will be constructed 

initially. ' This c~mpany is interested. in having public utility water 
.' I .. , "'" ii'..... • 

service made available to the ho~~~ to be eonstruete~ in its proposed 

real estate develo~ent. 

The Ben Ali,Water Company has been providing water service 

for domestic and commercial use to certain locations contiguous to 

its presently certificated area which are Within the area east of 

Ethan Way for which Citizens is seeking authority to serve. Such 

services are located at 2910 Hurley W.a.y, . 3012 Hurley Way" 1555 Fulton 

Avenue and 1525 Fulton Avenue, and in the subdivisions known as the 

Nelson Tract and the Frontier Homes SubdiviSion, both of which are 

located just south of ' Cottage Way between BeliStreet and Fulton 

Avenue., . 

Ben Ali Water Company is also temporarily serving Arden 

Highlands, a Walter G~ Pierce Subdivision cont'aixl1ng '65 homes, whieh 

is, not contiguous to the other areas 'now served by Ben Ali Water 
PC 

Com~~y, out is within the'area for which Citizens is seeking author-

ity t~ serve. 

In addition to the requirements for water service stated 
.. '. 

above" E~bit No.4 shows that there are a large numbero!,otner 
. . 

homes in the area east of Ethan Way and extension thereo£ which 

presently obtain their water supply from privately owned wells .. 

Exhibi t ,No. 33 is a summary of a survey of reSidents in this area, r 

which, was made' :by Cit'izens. 
. 

I' 

Of th~ 72 residents included in the ?, 

s'urvey 70 ,desire to take water service from Citizens, and only two do 
I .• . 

not Wish to do so. These reSidents are in 'addition to those shoW%l 

on Exhibit N~., 8 which also includes residents in. the Ben Ali 

Political District, who are requesting water service. 
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Description of System of Citizens 

Citizens'opera~~ons embrace two branches of utility servic&, 

telephone as well as water. It operates water systems in five dif­

ferent areas in California, including the North Sacramento area, and 

serves water to about 13',000 customers.. The combined plant 'invest­

ment, both telephone and water, is, over 5i million dollars. 

Citizens serves approximately 6,300 water ~tomers in the 

North Sacramento and Hagginwood areas. By reason of operations of 

its predecessor in the area prior to 1911, Citizens has, not be'en 
, , 

required to obtain a certificate of public convenience and necessity 

.from this Commission or 3: franchise under the' Broughton Act. It.s 
. " " , 

gross investment in water plant in the North Sacramento area as· of 

June 30, 1954, W~$:~pproximat~lY 1 million dollars. . ,.~ ~ 

Health permits for the North Sacramento· water system have 

been obtained from the Public Health Department of the Siate of 

California and also from the County Health Department of the County 

of Sacramento. Citizens has lS, employees in the North Sacramento 

area of which four are commercial and the remainder are plant and '" 

construction employees. The company keeps between $25 , 000 and $5° 1,000 

of. 'materials and supplies on hand in its North SacramentG. warehouse. 

It has 13 wells equipped with deep well turbine pumps, and 340,000: 

feet of mains of various.~1zes in this area. 
, " 

Gross additions and bet~rment$ have been made to the North 

Sacramento system as follows,: 

", ' 
I··· ... 

. ",. . 
'" . 

Y~ar· -
191+9 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

•• j ,,", 

Amount 
$!54,000 
128,000 
110,000 

43,000 
135,500 
160,000* 

if. or the $160 ,000 a.dditions a..'"ld bet.terment; approximat:ely 
$153,000 had actually been made as of August 31,1954. 
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During the hearings Citizens exereised its option to pur­

eha'5e the' Eriekson ~.,rat.er System, loeated on the east edge of North 

Sacramento in the vicinity of Bassettlaw Avenue and Arden Way east of 

10th Street, for $50,000. This system consists of three wells and 

three pumping plants with a combined capacity of 3,000 gallons per 

minute. This a.dditional water supply increases the per-customer 

pumping capacity to well over 1.5 gallons per minute. As all of the 

pump'ing pl8.1;lts in the North Sacramento area are intereormect.ed the 

loss of anyone single pumping plant will r4ve no serious effect on 

the system. 

Citizens .... 'ill connect its present system to thc:~rickson 

Water Sys.tem ·..rith an a-inch main.. If granted the eertifi.cate 

requested herein Citizens would extend this main southeasterly along 

Arden Way to a point where it would run northerly up to the westerly 

edge of Unit No.1 of Swanston's Subdivision. An S-ineh branch main 

would extend northerly in the general directionoftbe community 

known locally as Ben ~i Political District. To serve the Bell 

Avenue - Hood Road area and the Walter Pierce SubdiViSion, Citizens 

proposes to acquire the well and mai:ns now serving the Walter Pierce 

SubdiViSion. The General Manager of Citizens stated in the record 
.. 

that if Citizens is authOrized to serve the Pierce Subdivision that. 

Citizens ,,":ould reimburse Ben Ali for any actual cost ineurred by Ben 

Ali in connection with aiding the subdivider, and that Citizens would 

enter into a contractual arrangement with the subdivider under its 
, " 

Extension Rule 15, Section e, governing subdivisions. The Pierce -
. , 

System would be extended to the Bell Avenue - EoodRoad area and 

possibly could be connected with the well and pump serving the Greer 

School. Ultimately, with f'urther residential c:ievelopment in the area 
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between Swanston Estates and the Bell Avenue - Ho~d Road area, the· 

mains from the Erickson System would also be interconnected with th~ 

mains from the ·Pierce System. 

Citizens estimates that it would cost $206,935 to acquire 

the above water systems including the Erickson System and to make the 

!'J.eeessary extensions. Of this· amount $l34,750 would represent. direct 

investment by Citizens and $72,1$5 would represent customer advances 

under Rule 15. 

The Commission staff engineer recommended that. in the event 

Citizens is granted a eertificateto se~e the Ben Ali Political 

Dist~ct a connection should be made to tie in Citizens' existing 

system in the vicinity of El Camino Avenue with the proposea 6.inch 

line .in~14th Avenue in order to· provide circulation. 

Complaints Regarding Service of Citizens 

The Fire Chief of the Hagginwo()d Fire District'p~esente~ 

testimony regarding Citizens' service 1nthe Fire Di~r1et. He stated . , 

that Citizens has a number of extended lines which are not t1~d ~ .. .~ . , .. 
toge~her ,at the ends. This could be dono by laying-a few' hundred feet 

of mai;ns. He sta.ted that he thought Citizens should raise: the 

standax:d of service to its present customers bef:ore exte~ing its 

se~vice, into other areas. On cross-examination, however, this 

\<Iitness stated that the Hagginwood Fire District cou1d'~not. advance 

the funds necessary to pay for the installati.on of'the larger· mains 

required to proyide ~. sufficient ctuantity. or·,water for .fire protection 

purposes. 'He. also-. st~edtM:e the Fire District would not be willing 
, 

to compensat.e Ci~izens through higher. than normal :fire hydrant· rates 

if Citi,~ens inst,alled the excra-size mains required for fire protee.· 
. -

tion p':JZ',~ses a't, ~i,t,s own expense. He was of the opinion that the· 

prese~, r.ates ~r~ high enough. The Fire Chief' also testifiecf that on 

oeca.si~. priva.te residents who are having difficulty with, their water 
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service contact ~he Fire Department. Those complaints are then 

relayed by the Fire Department to Citizens. 

In rebuttal the General Manager o£ the Water Division of - , . 

Citizens.testified that· during the past two years numerous·improve­

ments have been made in Citizens' service in the general area covered 

by the Hagginwood Fire District. A cross-town loop line which 1ntei­

connects five p\lmping plants with continuous 6-inch main 'has recently . 

been comple~ed. This 1nstalla~ion has grea~ly increased ~he fire 

flow as evidenced by the recent tests made by the Board 0'£ Fire 

Underwriters. The pumping capacity a't. the 10th· Street pump was 

recently increased by the replacement of; ~he 25 horsepower plant with 

a 75 horsepower plant. The size or the Or&~ge Street pump was . 
i 

increased from 25 to 40 horsepower. Th~ General Manager statedtha~ 

during the past year numerous installations or 6-inch and larger' 

mains had been made in the Hagg1nwood Fire Distr1e~. Numerous 4ead 

ends have been elimi:lated. The interconnection of the Erickson 

System will further strengthen the service in the Fire District. 

Exhibi~ No. 26 contains a copy of' a letter £~om the Board 

of Fire Underwriters or the Pacific to the General Manager or Citizens, 

tog~ther with a copy of the recommendations tor imrovements in tire 

protection for the City of North Sacramento. The letter congratulates 

Citizens on improvements made in fire protection facilities. 

Exhibit No. 27 shows tha~ since January l" 1953', available' 

water output has increased 40 per cent. Since January 1953,' 19 addi­

tional fire hyd.rants have been in~tal1ed in the North Sacramento Fire 

District and 19 additional .fire hydrants have been installed in the 

Hagginwood Fire District. 

The General Manager or Citizens stated that in December of 

1954, a total o.f rive service complaints were filed with the company 

and that during January of 1955 only one service complaint· was made .~o 

the company_ 
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, ."\.:-"~:'. :.~ . ( 

No residential consumers of ,Citizens appeared. at the hear:-
,.:' r:.,....:·· ; j j"l ." . ; " , 

ings to register any complaint regarding Citizens' service:: 
"'1; " " I " 

?rot~st of Ben Ali Water Company 
;. .. ' .... ~ 

The Manager of Ben'Ali'Water Company testified that Ben 
. ',1,,> ' ... • 

Ali 'Ilater Company, hereinafter called Ben ~i, is'a. pU'blie~utility 
',' ~ f"'1. '. • ' 

presently serving, 7,6'00 domestic and commerci,al customers" in ati area 
. ; I .:. .~. j 0' t ~ ,'. . r' " , ~'" 

of approximately 25 square ,~les, situated north and east of the City 
, ~"r /~. , • ~ ~ . • ., " • "',.' 

of Sacramento in Sacramento County. Its systec comprises 28 wells 
,. . ..... ~:. I"~ ,.. ... ' ...... 

equipped with deep well turbi~es powered by electric motor; ~~ng 
.. , .... " , •. ; .. (~ 't/·::'" _ '.' 

, in size from 20 to 75 ho~sepower, with a combined production capacity 
. " ~ " 

of 18,018: gallons per minu-ee. ' Distriou'tion lines total 5S4,5~ 
". • • • '. I~ t~j.j :. I , 

lineal ~eet and vary i? size from 1, to 10 inches. As of August 2;, . 
• ':-- r', ,. .. 

1954, 2.37 gallons of water per minute per eus~omer on the average 

were available~ 

In addition to, serving Swanston Estates under the contiguous 
r "'I~' ; .... ~. 

area provision of the Public Utili~ies Code, Ben Ali is also serving 
..... ,. , , " .. 

~~ . , 
", 

water under the contiguous area rule -eo the following' persons and ,.. ',' , 

areas: 

H. R. Rouzh:,'l 
2910 Hurley vlay 

:" ~ 

c. W. Houghton 
3012 Hurley Way ... ' , . 
Erickson Construction Company, and 
Western Van' and 'Storage Company 
1555"Fulton Avenue 

,,', \.:' 

Payton Medical Center 
1525 Fulton Avenue 

~.. .. 
+ " .... ;, ' .. 

,," " 

Nelson Tract located in a portion of Section 2~ o£ Rancho 
Del Paso . . ., .... ,,:, .,. . ,." .... '" 

Frontier'~omes Subdivision located in a portion of 
Section 28 of Rancho Del Paso. '.' ,:' -,' 

,. , 

Ben Ali protests the granting of a certificate .. :to Ci-eizens . . . .' , .'. ...,. ~ . , 
.... ' 

to $erv~ Swanston Estates and the area bounded on -ehe eas-e 'by.th;e 
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eaS1: bou.."'ldary of Fulton. Avenue, oz:1 the::north by the north,bounciary o£ 

Cottage Way, on the south 'by the south bounciary of Wyda Way, and on , 

the west by the west boundary of Ethan Way. Ben Ali is serving no 

customers in the above-described area south o£the line on Exhibit 

No. 12 which is midway between and parallel to Cottage Way' and Wyda 

Wa:fr • 

Ben Ali wishes to continue to Serve the customers, on Hurley , 

Way and Fulton Avenue listed above but is not'protesting the inclu­

sion of these customers within Citizens' service area. 

The 8-inch main connecting the-Swanston Estates Sy~ in 

Unit No.1 to the Ben Ali System is 12 feet long. In orde%:' to con­

nect the Citizens System with the water syStem in Swanston Estat~s 

Unit No.1 it would be necessary tO,extend Citizens' mains. across 

thelSO-!oot U. S. Highway 40/99E right of way and thence' approXi­

mately 6,000 feet to Uni't No.1. Of this 6,000 feet of extension 
:. . 

Citizens would expect to construct approximately 2,400 feet .at its 

own expense and the balance which would be within Swansto~Esta'tes 

would be constructed under Citizens' main extension rule • 
. 

Ben Ali offers residential service both on .Ct flat rate oasis 

a"'ld 'a't me'ter ra'tes. Citizens offers, service only~ at meter: rates. 
. . 

The schedule of rates proposed by Sierra incorporates the same flat 

rates and meter rates as are now being offered by Ben Ali. The ,sub-
''','OJ 

dividers of Swanston Estates desire to have water service in that 

area offered on a flat rate as well as .a. meter rate .. oasis ~ 

In the Arden Highlands Subdi visi on, alsO known as the 

Walter Pierce SubQivision, Ben Ali under its extension. Rule 1$ has 

taken over the water system in the Subdivision and is now. se%"Vixlg . , 
~water in the are'a. The subdivider states he is entirely satisfied.' 

with the ,service being offered by Ben Ali and would like to have it 

continued. B~n' Ali, however, is no't :protesting the inelusionof;this 

-l4- ' 



e 
A-J553$ et al. }'''B 

," - .. , ~ I- ~, ' .. , • 

Subdivision in the certificate which may be granted to Citizens, 

because service was orre~ed in this area by Ben Ali With,the under-
I ;... ... ". ~ • , ~: ~.','':' (: t~ .' \. . '" t . , ~ ~.' .", /:I~ I:~ ~ .!J.:... '.1 

s~anding that the Commission ~h?uld ulti~~ely dete~n~ ~~~ch:,:,~. " 

utility would 'be authorized to serve the area. The Arden Highlands 
I • ; • " ~ ;. • " "'~' ,I. ' ... 

Subdivision is not contiguous to the area now certificated to Ben 
I ", .~ . 'J w. • • I ~ ~ :, , ' ',' • ' • '/:' ," • f .' 

Ali but is an island in the service area which Citizens is requesting 
~,' .. '. '~ , "/~. M.'J· .:, :'.\ :.,.~ ¥.~ " "~ 4",' ,r 

authority to serve. The Manager of Ben Ali sta~es. that it the Arden 
'\ .. ". ~ .' .! ,,"r. .. I '~ ... • ,. 

Highlands Subdivision is excluded from thecerti£icate which may be 
• '" L, j"; . " '. ... .... •• I • ~. ',~ • I .. ' 

granted to Citizens that Ben Ali will promptly £ile an application 
. ~, . .. .,..' ~ . : ~ ,\ "l , • 

with this Commission for the necessary ~ertifica~~ of ,public'eonven-
" , '. ",,' I "", j :,." "-"')4" 

ience and necessity. 

Conelusio:l 
• -~ ~~ ~ , ~. " t· ~. 

,After considering all the evidence of record in these pro­

ceedings, the Commission is or the opin;on.tha~ publi<? eonvenien~e 
• • '. • • c" ~ ." ..... ~ ... 

and necessity reCluire the granting of a certificate to Citizens to 
';"~I~:~.~ . ~. ,..,..' '''", -~/. ~ 

extend its system as proposed in its application, as amended, pro-, ,,~ ro
';. 

vided that (1) the entire' area known, ,as Swanston Estates, (2'r:the 
, "r ~ " ,f ;," • '~., 

area between Ethan Way and Fulton Avenue and r.oreh of the line sh.own on 
• 'J. • .-": j~ !~ ,. r 

Exhibit No. 12, which is midway between and parallel 'to CO'ttageWay 
•.• ~" '. • " f ~ :-.. '., ,. .' , • _. • t' 

al·l~. tlyda Way, and ()) the property owned by the Stat.eor California 
• .. • • " ~. .. ' ,J 

and proposed to be used as a site for the State Fair Grounds shall be, 

excluded therefrom • .' 
. ; '~. '0 

,.,,,', . 
In the construction of its transmission faCilities tOo" serve 

t. ' , , 

" 

the Ben Ali Political Dist.rict Cit1zenssho~d', adopt the reeommencLa-
. " ~. !. .:' ~. I. • .. \," " 

line in 14th Avenue. 

I~ further appears that Application No. 35;98:0£ Sierra 

Water Company, Application No. 35709 of Aqua Pure Corporation, and 
." • ':'~ • .r~ ," ~',,~ •• , :_;' ' •• ' ~ .. --:.~" I 

",. , .. I ~ 
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Application No. 35710 of Drinkwater Utilities ,Corpora~ion should be 

dismissed. 

Ben Ali Water Company should promptly seek authority from 

this Commission to exercise the franchise granted by the County of 

Sacra:lento ~o Sierra upon the transfer of said franchise ~ Ben Ali. 

The agreement between Ben Ali Water Company and Sierra Water Company, 

dated November 2, 1954)' is not in accord with Ben Ali's iain exten­

Sion rule effective from July 1, 1953 to October 2;, 1954, or its 

currently effective main extension rule •.. The a~eement either should 

be revised so as to comply with the appropriate main extension rule 

as provided in Decision No. 50;$0, in Case No. ;$01, or approval~or 

deviation from the rule should be sought from this ComIussion. 

The applications as above-entitled having been filed, pub­

lic hearings having been held, the matters having been submitt~7 the 

Commission being fully advised in the premises and· now being ready' 

for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that, public convenience and 

necessity require that a certificate of public convenience and 

necessity be granted to Citizens Utilities Cocpany of California to 

extend its water service in Sacramento, County, California, iri ~he 

area described ,in paragraph l'of the order which follows this find­

ing; therefore, 

IT IS· HEREBY ORDERED: 

1. That Citizens Utilities Company of California, a corpora­

tion, o~ and it is, granted a certificate of public convenience and ' 

necessity to extend its water service in Sacramento County, California~ I 

in the <lrea described as follows: 

Commencing at the intersection of United States' 
Highway 40' and the American River; thence extend­
ing easterly along the north bank of the American 

-16-



e 
A-35538 et al. NB 

River to the point o£intersection of Watt Avenue, 
as. extended) and the American River; thence north­
erly along. Watt Avenue to North.rtlp Avenue;: thence 
,westerly along Northrup Avenue to. Morse Avenue';' 
thence northerly along Morse Avenue to Hurley:Way; 
,th~nee westerly along Hurley Way to 'FW.ton,r'Avenue; 
thence northerly along Fulton Avenue ';'to:~,;a :po:tnt: 
approximately 650 feet south of Cotta.ge 'Way.;r'thence 
,westerly at right angles for a distance·of~approxi­
mately :3,250 teet; 'Chence nortoherly'at ri"ght angles 
,for a distance of approximately 6;0 feet· .lto Cottage 
,Way; thence westerly along Co'ttage Way to" Ethan 
Way; thence northerly at tight angles to a point, 
approXimately 480 feet south of Silica Avenue;' . 
thence westerly at right angles for'a distance of 
approximately 1,;00 feet; thence northerly at 
right angles' for a distance of approxima'tely/480 
fe.et to'Silica Avenue; thence northerly al-ong 18th 
Street, as extended, to the intersection of said 
18th Street with the west side of the Southern 
Pacific right of way; thence in a southerly diree­
tion along the west side of said' Southern Pacific 
right of way ~o the intersection of said Southern 
Pacific right of way and the U. S. Highway 40; thence 
in a westerly direetion along the northerly Side of 
said U. S •. Highway 40 to the l)Oint of' beginning; . 
exelud.ing therefrom (1) the area' served. by ·El, ;"~ 
Camino Water Co. and. Sierra Oaks and Sierra Oaks 
Nos. 2 and :3 County Main'tenance District:;, (2) the 
entire area known as Swanston Estates, (3) th-e:', area 
bet\ifeen Ethan Way and Fult on Avenue north of: the' line 
shown on Exhibit No. 12, which is midway between 
and parallel to Cottage Way and Wyda Way, and'~' (4) .'.:' 
the property owned by. the State of' California"'and 
proposed to- be ,used .. as a site for, the ,State~Fair" 
Ciro'Unds. .. , ",~, ~". ~ '. ' " . '" 

2. That Cit.izens be, and it is., authorized. to apply its pres­

ently filed rates and rules for its North Sacramento service area in 

the area certificated by this order. 

3. That Citizens is authorized to revise its presently £iled 

tariff schedules for its North Sacramento service' area, including 

tariff service area map, in accordance with the procedure prescrib~d. 

by General Order No. 96, to pro~de for ~he application or said tariff 

schedules for water service in the area being certificated by this 

order, such revised tariff sheets to be effective on or be£ore Serv­

ice is first rendered to the public in said area. Such reVised 

sheets shall become effective upon five days' notice to the CommiSSion 

and. to,· the public after tiling as hereinabove provided .. 
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4. That Citizens shall .rile wit.hin f'orty days a!terthe e!f'ec- . 

t.ive date o£ this order tour copies of a comprehensive map,' ~awn to 

an indicat.ed scale not smaller than 400 feet to the inch, d.elineating 

by appropriate markings the various tracts. o£ land andterr1tory 

served, the principal water production, storage and distribution 

facilities; and the location of the various water syst~ properties 

or Cit1zen3 in Sacramento County. 

$. That the authorizat.ion herein granted to Citizens will lap5e . . . 

if not exercised within one year ~rom the date hereof. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that Application No. 35598 of 

Sierra Water Company, Application No. 357090£ A~ua Pure:Corporation, 

and Application No_ ~5710 of Drinkwater Utilities Corporat1onbe, and 

they are hereby, dismissed. 

The effective date of this order shall be' twenty days after 

the date hereof. 

ImJ~ 11 . ~/~ Dated at. __________ , Ca l"ornia, this ... '/ . 

ciay of ~Ay:~' _., p~ ~ . 
b/X~C. .. LzL· / 

• "" p ;,,0, G'·t () (A..-C. Q~ 

~,.~. '~':'.'7': .. " ~..., V'~ JA ." ,.' . 
~/'.""" 

"".' f' 

Commissioners 

Cotznp1:"I!d.oner . J:ZStl:JJ F ~ Cr3~r ~ ~1Dc 
noco:;.:sar1ly '4lbMll1t~;· d14.llOt part,1e1paw 
1n 'the 41SpoS1t1ol1 ot. 'th1:I. ~~. 
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