
D ... cision No. 51.:;~~ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE· OF CALIFO~VIA 

In the Y~tter of the Application of ) 
P["CIFIC CAS AND ELECTRIC COMPA1'Y tor .) 
an order of the Publ1c Uti11ties ) 
Commission of the State ot California ) 
is:uing to ap,lieant a certificate of ) 
public convenience and necessity to ) Application No. 36703 
exercise the right, privilege and ) 
franchise granted to applicant by ) 
Ordinance No. 198 of tne City Council ) 
ot the City of Ferndale, County of ) 
Humboldt, State of California. ) 

(Eleetrje) ) 

Fred T. Searls and .fohn c. Morr1s~eY', tor applicant .. 

.. 
OPINION 
--~,.,.,..-- ... ,-.,. 

Pa~ific Gas and Electric Co~pany in this proc~ed1ng asks 

for a certificate of public conv~nienee and necessity to ex~rcise 

tht1 rights and priv11E:ges of a frenchisc gr~.nt~d by the C1ty of 

ForndC'le pt:::rmitting the 1.n:;;tal1at10n, maintenance and use ¢t .3D. 

electric distribution .?nd transl:ission systtml u:pon th.~ str~~t.s ot 

s~id city. A public h~aring wos h~ld b~for~ Ex~1n~r D~ly on~~y . 
l3, 1955, at Ferndale. 

The franch1s~ ret~rred to, a copy of which is att~ched to 

th~ application anddcs~gn~t~d 3S Exhibit ~, w~s grant~d by' th~ 

city in accordance with the Franch1so ~ct of 1937, ~nd 1$ of . . 

indetortlinate dur~tion. A f~,,;: is payable ~U311y to the city 

equival~nt to 2 p~r cent ot the gross ~ec~ipts arising from the 

use, operation, or possession of the franchise, 'but not less than 

ono-h~lf per c~nt or the gross pnnual rcc~1pts trom snl~s of 

electricity within the limits of th~ city under sa.id franchise. 

The costs incurred by applicant in oot~in1ng the franchise 

~re stated to have been $~.63, which ~ount does not include costs 

incident to this. application. 
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No objeetion to ~he granting of the requested certificate 
. , 

has ,been entered. l'\u-thercore, this utility or its :preclecessors 

have tor many years served electricity 1n and about the City ot 

Ferndale without competition. As of December 31, 19~, it served 

,540 electric customers 'within the city. 

~he certiticate of public convenience and necessity herein 

granted' is' subj ect to the rolloWing provisions or law: 

1. That the Commission shall have no power to authorize 
the capitalization of th~ fr~chise involved herein 
or this certificate or public conv~n1~nce and,n~cessity 
or the right to own, op~rate or enjoy such franchise 
or certificate of public conv~n1~ncc and n~c~ssity in 
excess or the amount (cxclus1v~ o~ any tax or annual 
charg~) actually paid to th~ Stat~ or to a political 
subdivision th~reof as the considoration for the,grant 
of such fr~~chiso, certiric~tc 01' public conv~n1~nco 
and necessity or right. 

2_ That the tranchisu 1nvolv~d h~r~in shall n<:-.;r~r be givlOll:l 
any value b~rore any court or other public authority . 
in any proceeding or any character in exces·s of th() 
cost to the grantQe of the necessary publication ~nd 
any other sum paid by it to th~ municipality therefor 
~t the time or the acquisition th~reor. 

o R D E R - ... - - ~ 

The above-entitled epplieat10n having b(;jon f11~d, a public 

h<::l~r1ng havUlg been h\)ld, tho matter he.ving b<i:en su'bm1t'tod and now' 
t / _.~ ~.:. " 

,being ready for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FAC~ that public eQnvon1oneo ~nd 

necc::ssity rec;,u1re the t:xercise by applicant of tb.e right, priv1l~go 

and franchise:. gran~:ed to applicant by Ordil:!.:.-.nce No. 198 of tho City 
• ! '. 

of F~rnd:;\le _" 

IT IS HEREBY ORDE3ED that a cort1!1c~t~ of pub11c ". " 

conv~ni~nca nnd nuccs~1ty bo ~nd is granted to Pncif1e C~S ond 

El-=:ctric ,COl:lpanyto ox<;.--rcise the rights ~nd pr:!.viltlgcs grantud 
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. 
by the City of Ferndale 'by Ordinance No., 198 adopted October 4, 

1954. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

~fter tho dete hereOf. 

Dllt~d at San ~ , Callfornia, this 
__ :Y;_~",,--,A-_=_.7_~ ___ d,ay of: .~.... , 1955. 

,Commissioners 


