oRIZIAL

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decision No. 51560

LZSLIE L. WOODFORD, .
Complainant, |
vs. Case No. 5621
THE PACIFIC TELEPEONE AND
TELEGRAPH COMPANY, a corporation,

Defeandant.

Le«lie L. Woodford, in propria persona.
) Pillsbury, Madizson and Sutro, and uawler,
Pelix. and Hall, by L. B. Conant, for
cefendant.

The complaint, £iled on February 1, 1955 alleges that
Leslie L. Woodford of 933 West 53rd Street, Los Angeles,
Califernia, prior To September 21, 1954, was 2 subseriber and
user of telephone service rurnished by defendant undor ﬁhe number
PLeasant 1-422l at 933 Vest S53rd Street, Los Angele,, that on or
about September 21, 195, the telephone facilities were_disconn
nected by police officers and were disconnected at the time the
cempleint was L£iled; that comblainant-has made demand upen the
defendant to have the telephone facilities restored, but said
demand has been refused; that the complainant hau surfe*ed and
will Hufrer irrenarable ‘1jury $0 his reputation as & result ol
belng. depﬂived of sald telephone facilities; and that complain-

ant did not uge and does not 2ow Intend %o use gaid telephone
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facilities as an instrumentality to violate-thc law or in alding
or abetting such violation. _

On February 23, 1955, by Decision No. 5112l in Case
No. 5621, this Commission issued an order directing the telephone
company to restore service to complainant pending a hearing on
the matter. |

On March 3, 1955, the telephone company filed an answer,
the principel allegation of which was that thoe telephone_company,
pursuant to Decision No. LAL15, dated April 6, 1948, in Case.
No. L1930 (L7 Cal. P.U.C. 853), had reasonable cause %o believe
that the telephone service furanished to compldinant-undor number
PLeasant 1-422l at 933 West 53nd Street, Los Angeles, California,
was being us sed or was to be used as an.instrumqntality directly
or indirectly to violate or to aid and abet the violation df‘the'
law. | ,

. A public hearing was held in Los Angeles on lay 13,

1955, before Examiner Xent C Rogers, and the matter was submitted;.

The complainant testiffed that on September 21, 195,
he arr ved home (933 West 53rd Street, Los Angeles) at botween
220 and L:30 pum.; that he ez tersd the back door and went into
the living room where he saw 2 Mrs. Thompson, wao advised hinm
that hiz wife was 4in the bedroom with some police officarsé hat
he entored tﬁe_bedroom and ‘saw his wife talking to a police offi~
cer and asked what haé happenqd; that another officer asked:
complainant who he was and upor being Informed took complainant

Into anothor bedroonm for questioning; that he was questioned

concerning bookmaking activities; that therealter hé, his wife,
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and Mrs. Thompson were taken rifst to Georgia Street Hescpital and
thon to Lincoln Heights jail, booked, and held overnight in jails -
that the charges against his wife and Mrs. Thompson were dropped -

and that he was tried for and found not gullty of illegal tamper—

ing with the tolephone as he allegedly had made 2an upauthorized ‘
extonsion in the length of the telephéne cord; and that he has
not been involved in any bookmaking activities or allowed any
person to use hls telephone for boolmaking activities.

On cross-examination by‘tho’defendanz's attorney, the
complalinant teztified thet in Auguﬁt, 195L, he had mede arrange-
ments with Mrs. Thompson to occupy the houase; that he rotaired -
his tolephone and secured another telephone for Mrs. Thdmpson
after cho entered tho house; and that'he did not khow Mrs._"hompéon
had been arrested for bookmaking prior to September 21, 195k,
until 30 Informed at Georgia Street Hospital on that date; and
that he hac two telephones, both.wiﬁh long cords;'that the reason
iz that he and his wife are divorcod dut doth live In the house.

A Los Angeles polico officer attached +o the Adminis~
trative Vice Départment testilied that on September 21, 1955, he -
and three other police officers went to the'complainanx's house; .
that they arrived there about L:15 p.m.; that they entéréd aﬁd |
saw lrs. Thompson at a table with two telephones, a scratch sheet
for that day, and two magic peds (pads on which the writing can
be made to disappear by lifting the top sheet); that the ;fficers
asked Ilirs. Thompson how long she had been making book there, and
she said che would no% an#w;r wntil she saw her attornef; that

Mrs, Woodford sald she had made arrangements for Mrs. Thompsoﬁ to
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be In the house; that complainant arrived home and the witness
sald he asked complainant how long ilrs. Thompson had been in the
house and complainant said not over two weeks on the day of
arrest; that he acked the complainant why he had'puﬁ in a tole-
‘phone for lirs. Thompson and the complainant stated that

Yrs. Thompson said she hoad been arrested for bookmaking and had
not wanted a telephone in her name. The officer zaid he found a
roll of about 200 feet of telephoﬁe wire and the complainant sa24d
ho used this wire for the purpose of making telephene oxtencsions
for people.

”he officer furthor te,ti”ied that he asked the con~
plalnant if he Jmew Mrz. Thompson was making book and the
complainant sald he had answered the telephone for her the‘day
before when she wes absent.

rse. Woodford stated, the officer said, that she lnew
Mrs. Thompson was answering the telephene‘and writing down num~

bers and that she suapected she was making %“ook.

The officer further testified that the complainant

stated that Mrs. Thompson'had been in complainant’s‘place about
two weeks and that he did not see Mrs. Trompsorn very often as he
was gone when she arrived and she lert before ho arrived home.

While ke was In the house the telephone rang on several
occasions, the olfficer said, and the party calling gave him bets
on horses racing at various tracks.’

The officer said the telephones were removed and all |
parties were taken to Georgia Street and then to the Ciﬁy Jail

and booked on suspicion of bookmaking. Charges against the other
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parties were dromped. Complainmt was charged with tampering with

telephone lines. The officer did not know the.ultihate outcome ol
the matter.

Exhibit No. 1 13 a letter Ixm the Police Deparitment of
the City of Los Angelec, received by the defendant telephone ‘com-
pany on or adbout September 2, 195, adﬁising thé‘vboth télephonev
at tho complainant's home had been conriwcated and requeeting ‘that
defendant make central office Gisconnections of the telebhone |
services. Tho position of the telephone comnany was that, as a
result of the receipt of this leitter, it acted with reaﬂonable
cause as that term is defined 4n Decis;on No. ulng, ,upra, in
disconnecting and refusing to reconnect the service until ofdered
:to do so by this Commission. |

Aftor c6nsideration of this record, we mow £ind that the
telephone company's action was based ubon reasonable cause as such
Term 1z used inm Decision No. LIL1S, supra. We further f£ind that
the telephone facilities were uszed for bookmaking purnoses.

Tho complaint éf Leclie L. Woodford against The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company having boen filed, a public
hearing,haviﬁg‘boen held thoreon, the Commission being fully _
advised in the premises and baszing its decision upon the evidence
- of record,

IT IS ORDERED that tho complainant?s request for rostor-
ation of telephone sorvice be donied and that the sald complaint
be and 1t hereby is dismissed. The texmporary Interim rgliér
grented by Declision No. S112L is horeby set aside ané vacateé.
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED +that udon the expliration of thirty
dajs aftor the effective date of this order the complainant herein
may file an application for telephone service, and 1f such riling
is nmade The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company shall install
tolephpne service at compléinant'$ residence at 933.Weat 53rd
Street, Los Angeles, Californfa, suck installation being subject
to all duly authorized rules and regulations of the telephone
company and qr the existing applicable law.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at San Frascisco » California,
this g cat day of
/

Commissioners

, vustus F. Craemer
Commisslonos . Rex Pardy doizs
Locessarily absont, d1d nes - '
z t neT partic
41 tho dispositioz o:“thio'procoodzzgf?




