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Decision No. _5_1_5_6_4_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES, COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application or ) 
THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH ,C~PANY,) 
a corporation, for authority to publish, ' ) Applicat~on No 36874 
file and' place in effect exchange and. inte,r.-} ..... 
exchange rates in an exchange to be desig- ) 
nated Yosemite.. ) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company, by the 

above-entitled application, filed on April 12, 1955, seeks authority 

to establish an exchange to be known as Yosemite, with the exchange 

and base rate area boundaries as shown in Exhibits B and C, respec-
, , 

tively, filed herein and to establish exchange and toll rates for 

the Yosemite exchange .. 

It appears from the application that telephone service 

within the Yosemite National Park is now £urnished by the National 

Park Service, by means of a 3-position multiple switchboard serving 

approximately 600 stations; that connection with applieant's, 'tOll 

facilities are made at a point neru: 'the park boundary; that ",the 

National Park Service requested applicant 1;0 s?-ve consideration to 

providing and maintaining telephone service, in YoSemite National 

Park in lieu of that now furnished by the Park Service;' that follow­

ing applicant' study of the telephone service requirements in 

Yosemite and preparation or an inventory and appraisal o!the 

Government telephone facilities', applicant. made an ofter to the 

Government. to purchase 3a1d rac:i.l1ties and assume the respons1 o1l1 ty 

for prOviding adequate telephone service in Yosemite Park for the 

use of the Park Service ~ i ts coneessionai~es,. t.heir employeez. and 

the general public; and that applicant'S offer has been accepeed by 

the Government. 
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Applicant and the Government entered into a contract1 on 

F'ebruar'lf'Z3) . 1955 relating to the furnishing by applic~t of telephone 

service in Yosemite National Park. Under the terms or this contract 

th~ ParWService authorizes the applicant t~ engage in a general 

telephone business within Yosemite National Park for a period of 

lO years" a.."ld thereaf'ter for an ad.ditional period o£ 10 yeax-s., pro-
...... , 

vided, however, that during such adcl1tional period. the contract may 
, . 

be terminated by either party on two years' ....-ritten not~ce. The 
, ' 

parties agree, among other things, that applicant will purchase the 

Government telephone facilities for $24,000 plus eost of additions 

and replacements and less retirements' made between September 24, 1952 

and the in-service date; that appli cant will pay the Government 
, 

15 per cent of the cash contents, excluding tax, of public coin sta-

tions at locations under direct operating control of" the ParkServ- . 

ice; and that no service connection, line extension, installation, or 
r·· .. • 

construction charge shall be applied to a:n.y servi'ee furnished. by 

applicant within Yesemite National Park or to any control circuits 

furnished by applicant for sewer, water and fire alarm systems Within 

said park generally at locations where, immediately prior to the in­

service date, the Park Service is furnishing such service or eircui ts. 

Section S of said contrae~ provides as follows: 

~The rights and obligations of the parties hereto 
are expressly conditioned upon approval by the Pub­
lic Utilities Commission of the State of California 
of a proposal satisfactory to the Park Service tor 
the initial establishment by the Telephone Company 
of telephone service, rates and charges in said Park.n 

To meet the telephone re~uirements in the Yosemito area, 

applicant proposes to establish an exchange with dial central office 

equipment to serve an estimated 6.33 telephone stations during the 

first year of operation. It is proposed that the more developed 

1 Exhibit A attached to the application. 
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sections of Crane Flat, Wawona, Yosemite Valley and El Portal be-; 

included within the Yosemite exchange area and that. toll' station' 

servic e-"' be established at certain locations within the suburban area 

or the exchange and in the mountainous area beyond the, exchange 

boundary •. 

ThE: rates which applicant proposes for the principalelas­

sificationsof exchange service are shown in Exhibit D of the appli­

cation and may be summarized' as follows: 

Individual line flat, rate 
Two-party line flat rate 
Four-party line flat rate 
Suburban ten-party line flat rate 

Rate per Month 
Business Residence 

$6.50 
5.25

d 

4.75 ' 

With respect to toll rates, applicant proposes that: the 

present toll rate eenter2 for Y05emite National'Park be the toll rate 
, .' 

center for the Yosemite exchange and that applicant's message toli 

telephone tariffs on file With this Commission be applicable to 

message toll telephone traffic between this toll' rate center and all 

other toll rate centers in Yosemite National Park and in the State 

of California. 

Applicant estimates that the establishment of the proposed 

Yosem:it'e exchange can be accomplished late in 1956 ~L%ldthat the entire 

project lwill ~equirc an expenditure of $912,000,) a substantial por­

tion of which will be for toll facilities. In response to the 

Commission's let~er of Y~y 17, 1955, the applicant furnished a~ part 

of the record the estimated exchange plant, revenue and expense 

effee~s, ~using se~aration metbods consistent with the CommiSSion's 

finding in its Decision No. 50258, dated July 6, 1954. This infor­

mation shows estimatecr local service revenues or $30,400, estimated 

Z The block and section designation of the present toll rate center 
for Yosemi~e National Park is W ll-y. 

:3 Exhibit F attached" to' t:he application .. 
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exchange expenses, excluding income taxes of $23,'300 and. estimated 

exchange investment ot $205;460. 
. . 
~'j'" • +-

The Commission has considered this matter and. is of the 

opinion that a public hearing thereon is not necessary,' and tha~ the 

granting of' the requests of' applicant Will not be adverse to the 

pub~ic interest; therefore, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that applicant be and it is authorized 

to carry out the terms azid conditions of' the written contract, dated 

February 23, 1955, with the uint-ed States Government, and to estab­

lish the Yosemite exchange and telephone service. 
. '.' " 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that applicant shall notify 

this Commission of the date or termination of said. contract within 

thirty days from and af'ter said d<ite or termination. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that applicant is authoriZed 

·'to tile with this Cexmn1ssion after the etfecti ve date of this order .-: 

and on or before June 30, 1957, in accordance with General Order 
, . i 

No~ 96, the rates, conditions, rules and regulations £o~ exchange 
, 

v ..: .. 
telephone service and message toll telephone service as·set f'orth in 

~ " 

E~ibit D.attached to the application and as diseussed above. and maps 
of ! the exchange and base rate areas substantially as set forth on 

", , 

EXhibits B . and C, respectively, attached to the application, and, 
r· I 

after not less than ten days' notice to the COmmission and to the 

public, to make such rates effective ,for telephone service in the 
, " • t ~ J-w '.J ~ ". ~ :'0- . • h. t 

Yosemite exchange:J coincident w1'th its establishment. 
" :....',. • . -, ,,- • L." ~. .• 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days ""a£ter 

the dat~ hereof. 

..-- -......... -
Commissioners 


