DRIGINAL

Decision No. 2705 e

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CCOMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the application of
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, a
corporation, for a certificate
declaring that the public convenience
and necessity require the construc-
tion of certain hydroelectric power
projects on North Fork Kings River,
Kings River, and tributaries thereto,
Fresno County, California.

Application No. 37004

F. T. Searls and John C. Morrissey, for applicant.

Chas. L. Raupke and Phillip A. Gordon, for King's
River Water Association; Harold G. Davis, for ,
State of California Division of Water Resources; QL}43
Ronald T. Weakley, for Local Union No. 1245 IBEW, — 0 .
Loyd M. Meyers, for Fresno County Building and Sl
Construction Council, John A. Owens, for Fresno
AF of L, Alvia Fudge, for Fresno Teamsters' Union
No. 431, Chas. Robinson, for North California
Dist. Council of Laborers, interested parties.

Chas. W. Mors and John J. Doran, Jr., for the-
Commission staff.,

INTERIM OPINION AND ORDER

By the above-éntitled application, filed June 2, 1955,
Pacific Gas and Electric Company seeks a certificate‘declaring that
public convenience and necessity require or will require the cone-
strﬁczion of hydroelectric power projects on North Fork Kipgs-River,
Kings River and Tributaries thereto in Fresno County. The over-all
project contemplates construction of Helms Dam and Reservoir, Wishon
Dam and Reservoir, Haas Power House, an enlargement of the‘presept
Balch Project and construction of a Kings River Préject. |

By its fifst amendment %o the application, filed June 29,
1955, applicant seeks expedition of its request by asking this
Commission to grant a certificate auwthorizing applicant to initiate

and carry fofward‘the construction of Wishon Dam and an access roa
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to Helms Dam at the earliest possible date, so as to permit applicant

to proceed With construction on this portion of the over-all project

Toay

during the construction season of 1955. After due notice to the
S -

public and all known intercsted parties, a public hearing on this

portion of the application was held before CommisSioner Justus F.

Craemer and Examiner F. Everett Emerson on July 1l, 1955, at San
Francisco. | |
Applicant has stipulatedlthat the grantinéiof a centificate
to it for the construction of Wishon Dam and the access road to
Felms Dam shall not in any way constitute a precedent with respect to
final action on the over-all project as contemplated in the original
‘application and, further, that should this Commission not grant a

certificate for the over-all project, applicant will not c¢laim the

costs of construction at Wishon Dam site or the access road to the

proposed Helms Dam as elements to be considered by this Commission
in any future rate proceeding. In other words, it proposes to pro-
ceed at its own risk, pending this Commission's decision respecting

the grant or denial of a certificate for the over-all integrated

project.

Applicant avers that in order for it to meet its market
for electric power, the North Fork Kings River development should be

placed in operation by the summer of 1959. Applicant estimates that
Voo,

its dry year gross margin of electric generating capacity will be
329 megawatts in year 1958, taking into accomnt all presently 54/

l'i/

authorized construction. Tt desires a gross margin of 600 megawatts.

" \ le

Since estimated annual load growth lu of the order of 250 megawatts,
R el

applicant estimates that the additional capacity o be made available

1

by this development will be necessary in 1959.

.
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in order to have the over-all proaect in operation in 1959,
it will be necessary to complete Wishon Dam in 1958. Helms Dam
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should be réady TO store some water in the winter of 1958-1959. The |

construction seasons at the elevations of these portions of the
project are relatively short (four. or.five months of the year) and'
all of such seasons from. July 1955 through November 1958 will be
required for completion of Wishon Dam. If the;tiﬁe scheduleiis not
to be seriously upset, applicant must at once, .start its ﬁreiiminary
and preparatory work of building access roads and-consﬁrggpiong o
camps, preparation of the dam site, opening of quarries;.cpmmepkgi
ment of diversion works and related projects.

On the basis of the record thus far developed in this
proceeding, the Commiésion.is of the opinion that applicant shbuld
be granted the limitéd and preliminary certificate which it seeks.
It shoulé be clearly understqod, however, that such certificatg-is
of a limited nature and is without prejudice to the grant or dehial
of a certificate covering the entire project based upon the fuli
record to be developed in subsequent public hearings. .

Based upon the evidence thus far developed and the fore-.
going opinion thereon,

IT IS FOUND that public convenience and necessity. warrant
the preliminary construction heretofore indicated, and

IT IS ORDERED that Pacific Gas and Electric Company be and
it is hereby granted a limited certificate of public convenience and
necesSsity to construcet the aforesaid Wishon Dam and Resérvoir and to.
construct an access road to the site of the proposed Hebﬁs Dam.

IT IS HEREBY‘FURTHER ORDERED as follows:

1. Exercisce of the authorization hefein granted is at appli-
cant's risk and without prejudice to future action on the application
herein.

2. The authorization herein granted will expire if construc-

tion work on the aforementioned projeét is not commenced within
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. 8ixty days after the effective date of this order unless otherwise
ordered by this Cemmission. .

3."The certificate herein granted is subject to the following
provision of law:

That the Commission shall have no power to
authorize the capitalization of this certifi-
cate of public convenience and necessity or
the right to own, operate or enjoy such cer~
tificate of public convenience and necessity
in excess of the amount (exclusive of any tax
or annual charge) actually paid to the State
as the consideration for the issuance of such
certificate of public convenience and neces-
sity or right.

The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof.
-

Dated at Los Angeles , California, this
day of ‘3”4.4Z) y 1955

/o

Commissioners"

nommissioner Petor E. Mitchell . boing
pocossarily abseat, did mot participate
4n the disposition of ‘t.his PZ‘QQOodJ.ng.'




