
Decision No. 5:1758 o RIal. 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE ~TATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter or the A.pplication of' ) 
) 

BUENA VISTA CANAL, INC:; ) 
EAST SIDE CANALCOMPA~ry, ) 
THE FARM~RS CANAL COMPANY, ) 
KERN ISLAND CANA.L COMPANY, ) 
KERN RIVER CANAL AND I~~IGATING ) Application No. 36953 

: COM? ANY and ) 
STINE CA1'1AL,' INC'. ) 

. , ) 
for an order:'3uthor1zing special rates) 
!orwater delivered !rom. storage in ) 
lsabella Reservoir during, term or In- ) 
ter1m. Con tr act. ) ........ ~.- ~. ~ ...• , ) 

OPINION A~m O~DER 

By Decision No. ;0338 issued July 27, 19~, in Applicat1o~ 

No. 35$17, this Comm1ssion authorized applicants to charge the1r 

customers certain speCial rates set forth therein for stored 

irrigation water obtained from the Isabella Dam and Reservoir 

until the ,end of the calendar year 19~ or the prior expiration 

of the term of the Interim Contract for Conservation Use of 

Isabella Reservoir, dated March 16, 19$4, cO~1es of which are 

attached to Application No. 3,517 as Exhibit E and to the applica­

tion herein as Exhi b1 t C. Said Interim Contract was-modified 1n 

certa1n respects and extended to include the calendar y~ar 1955 

by the terms of the Supplemental Agreement, dated December 15, 1974, 

a copy of which is attached to the application herein as Exhibit E~ 

, By the above-entitled application filed May 11, 195~, 

each applicant requests authority to continue to charge its 

consumers applying for and receiving stored water, during tbe term 

of sa1dInter1m Contract as extended for the c"'~b-aar year 1955· 
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and during the term of any further extensions of said Interim 

Contract, the rates authorized by this Comm1ssion for such applicant 

in saiQ Dec1s10n No. ,0338. In add1t1on, each applicant requests 

authority to deliver such water from storage upon the special terms 

and conditions set forth in the proposed schedule attached to· the 

applic"t1on herein as Exh1bit G. Applicants request that the 

authority to charge the special rates requested in the application 

'be erfective on the 1"irst date upon which any stored water is 

withdrawn from storage or diverted by any of the app11cants and 

de11vered to its customers during the year 195;. 

In view of the importance or water to the customers of 

each 01" the applicants and in view of the shortness of time betore 

applicants may be called upon for the delivery of stored irrigation 

water, applicants have requested that the Comm1ssion act upon this 

application Without hearing. 

The application and the study made by an engineer or the 

Commission staff, which has been made a part of the record in this 

proceeding, show that the estimate of $2.30 for the cost of deliver­

ing water from storage on which the rates authorized in Decision 

No. ,0338' were predicated, is well under the actual cost experienced 

during the 1974 season because actual transmisSion losses on de11very 

0'£ stored water amounted to *6. ,,% 1ns,tead of the assumed 35% and 

because no allowance was made for watermaster expenses amounting to 

approximately $0.19 per acre-root. The Comm1ssion starr study 

states that in very dry or very wet years the stora·ga Withdrawals 

would be at a minimum since in the first ease there would not be 

much of a supply or water ava1lable for storage and in the second 

case there would be little need to Withdraw water from storage Since 

the river flow itself would be nearly adequate to meet the demand 
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for water. Maximum Withdrawals would appear to be during years 

approaching 5'0% of average runoff. The 195'4-55' season runoff is 

estimated to be ,2% of the ,O-year average runoff. 

The Commission s:taff engineer has tabulated the composite 

net operating losses of applicants as shown on their annual reports 

to the Commission as follOWS: 195'0, $122,,2l; 19$1, $129,184; 

1952, $100,569; 1953, $127,077; 19$4, $1,6,882. Within ther1ve~year 

period only one applicant showed a prof:1t, that 'being Buena Vista 

Canal, Inc., in the year 19,2-. The Commission staff study shows- that, 

even assuming no transmission losses on stored water, the theoretical 

profit on sales of stored water dl.?l"1ng ayesr of maXimum storage . 
withdrawn would be insuffieient to offset applicants' operatin~ losses. 

The Commission having conSidered the above-entitled'app11ea­

t10n and being ot the opinion that the rates proposed 'by applicants 

herein for stored water and the proposed special terms and conditions 

relating thereto are just and reasonable under the' circumstances of -------------....... ~----. 

this application' and will provide a rate of return not exceeding a ~' 

reasonable rate, it is tound that the request of applicants shot,ld 

'be granted. The proposed special terms and conditions. will be 1neol"-. 
porated in the special conditions of the author1zed schedules of 

rates. It appears that a public hearing here1n is not, necessary. 

Therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED as follows: 

Each appl1c:.lnt herein is author1zed,to f11~ in quadruplicate 

with this C~mmission, after the e:t::f'ect1ve date of this order and in 
( 

conformance 'with the provisions of General Order No. 96, the applica­

ble schedule of rat'es set forth in Appendiees A. thx"ough F attached 

to this order, to make said applicable schedule of rates effective­

upon, the f1rs,t date subsequent to the date 'or the application 

herein upon which any stored water is delivered to its customers' 
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and to eontinue said 8p~11eable sehedule or rates in effect during 

the term of the Interim Contract for Conservation Use of Isabella­

Reservoir, a copy ot which is attached to the application as 

Ex..loU b1 t C, as modified and extended 'by the terms ot the Supplemental-­

Agreement, dated December 1;, 195*, a copy of which is attached 

t:o the application herein as Exhibit E, and during the term of any 

furtber extenSions of said Interim Contract. 

The effective date or this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated a t _____ S:;;;:!ln~Fra.n;;;,;;;;;,Q.SCO;;;;.~ ___ , es lifer.nia, th1S:(L I?'!d 
day ef, __ ' ...;,A ... U_GU_S_T ____ _ 
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APPENDIX A 

BUeD& Vi3te. C&nal, Inc. 

Schedule No. l-A 

MEASURED IRRIGATION SERVICE OF STORED WATER -
APPLICABnIT"l 

Applicable to deliverie3 ot water trom 5torage in Isabella Reservoir, in 
oxeeS3 of th..~ Mtur,ll now'ot Kern River.." . 

. . ',. 

TERRITORY 
.••. l' . 

The areazerved by the eompany'~ canal system in the Vieinityof 
Bak~r3tieldT Kern County., ' 

"", ," 

~, 
'" Pm" As:rc-F~t 
For irrigation water, when avAilable, 
~elivere~ from storage in Isabella Reservoir............. $3.;0 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. This schedule will apply to water delivered from ~torago in Isabella. 
Resorvoir in CJ.ddition to the Mtural now or Kern River during the torm of tho 
Interim Contract for eon=orv~tion use or Isabella Reservoir between the United 
Sta.tes or America. and North Kern "vlater Stora.ge Diotrict, Buen.'l VistA Storage 
Di.3triet, and. Tulare lake WAter Storago District, dated March 16, 1954, .\5 
extend.ed by that eort:.Bin SupplementaJ. Agreement dated December 15, 1954, Md 
as extended by nny further Supplomontal Agreements. 

2. Applications for storod wator shall be mado sufficiontly in ~dv~e . 
ot·'neod·to ollow time for scheduling <lnd d.olivcry of a.vn.ilable wc.tor. Appli­
eatioM' will bo filled in the order received. to the oxtont thAt stored Wllwr 
is evailablo Md :providing there is enough water !'lowiDg in the company's 
canal s~tcmto make d.eliver.r o! tho stored w~tor feasiblo. 

3. Except as otherwiso s~ci!iod in thi, ~ehodulc, tho moaeured. irriga.­
tion servico o! ,tored W3.ter shall. be subject in all rospoets to the rules 
and rcgula.tions o! this eompe,ny. 
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APPENDIX B 

~~t Sido C~ Company 

SChodule No. l-A 

MEASURED IRRIGATION SERVICE OF. STORED w;.m 

hPPLICABn.ITY 

Appl1c~ble to dolivories of water .from 'tor~ge in Isa.bella ROS(lrv'oir, in 
oxce~s of tho natural flow of Kern River. 

TERRITORY 

The area ~orvod by the CQ~'O canal system 1n the vic1nityor 
BAkcr~t1eld, Kern County. 

~TE -
For irrigation w~tor, whon ~v~blo, 
delivered from 3torage in Isabella Reservoir ••••••••••••• 

Per Ayre-Foot 

SPECI~ CONDITIONS 

1. This ~chedulc will a:pply to water delivered from stora.ge in I:).9.be1la. 
Resorvo:i.r in .lddition to the M.tural .flow or Kern River duritlg the term ot 
tho Interim Contra.ct tor C01l50l"'\1'l1.tion use or Isabella Resorvoir 'ootwc<m the 
United St~tos or Americ3. Md North Kern Water Storage D13trict, Buena. Vista 
Storago District, and Tulare ~~e Water Stor~go District, dated March l6, 19,4, 
a.s extended. by thai:- certa.in Supplemental Agre8l!1ent dated. December 15,;.1954, 
3.nd. .9.$ extended. by tJ.ny .furthor Supplemental Agreements. . . ' ... , 

I ; •• ' • 

2. Applications tor stored ,w~~er 3hall be made suf.ficicnt1y in ad~anee 
ot need to ~QW timoior :chod~ and deliv~ry or ~4ilable water. Appli­
cations will be .filled in the order receivod to the extentthk~t stored water 
i~ available and providing there i~ enough wa.ter nowing in the company' 5 
canal sy~tem to make d~live:y, o!'ith~ stored W3.ter !~sible • 

• " .', I ~. " I. ", ,: ~" 
"'I 'r I 

;. Except as otherwise specitied in this oched.~~,·"tll~,: mea.sured irriga.-
tion serviceo! ztorod water ,s!'lall be subject in ,ill .. respects::.t,o' tb.e' rules 
a:od regula.tio~ 01' 'this company ~.' "eo.:-....... : , ,. . ". .. .. ;": 

.' ... ~. . , 'I, t'. J I I • 

. ..... ' "';' 
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APPENDIX C 

The Farmoro Canal Compa,ny 

Schodule No. l-A 

APPLICABD..lfi 

~ppli~blc 1:.0 delivfJrl.cs Qt water from., storage in Iza'oella ReseX'VClir, in 
exees~ 0'£ the natural flow 01" Kern Ri vor. ' 

TERRI'!ORY 

The ae-a :servod by the com.pa.~':!1 cancU. systomin the vicinity ot 
Bakorsfield, Kern County. 

RATE -
For irrigation water, when availablo, 
d.eli vercd 1'rom stor.:J.ge in Isabella. Resorvoir ••••••• ' ••••••• 

Per A!)re-Foot 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

l. This 3chedule -...r.Ul apply to, wl.l.ter delivored trom storage in IsabellA 
Re~ervoir 1n a.ddition to the natural flow 01" Kern River durl.ng the torm of tho 
Interim. Contrc3ct tor conservation use of Isabella Reservoir ~ween tho Unitod 
States of Ar.:lcriea and North Kern Wa.ter Stor~go District, BuC%W. Vista Stor:l.ge 
District, and Tulare Lake Wolter Storage District, dated March 16, 1954,13.3 
extended. by that certain Supplemental Agreement dated. Decembor 1;, 1954, .'3lld 
a.s extended by any f~her Supplemont£ll Agreol:lonts. 

2. Applications ror :Ito red. wa.ter shell be made :sufficiently in advance 
01" nood to allow timo ~ror schoduling and doli very of .o.vaila.'ble 'Wtl.ter. Appli­
ca.tions wUl be filled. 1n the ord.er recoived. to the extent th:J.t :stored .'Wtl.tcr 
i:J available and providing there is enough water flOWing in the companyr~ 
canal syste~ to ~e de1iver.y of the stored water toasiblo. 

3. Except as otherwi~e specitied in this sched.ulo, the meo.$U%'ed irriga­
tion service o£ stored water shall be subject in all re~peets to· the rules 
and regulations or this com.p:ltq. 



~"DIX D 

Korn I~ Canal COmpa.rly 

Schedule No.. l-A 

MEASOREO IRRIGATION smVICE Q.E STORED WATER 

, ) .1 _, 

APPLICABILITY 
r 

Appl1en'ole to deliverie~ of W(J:eer :!rcm etor<:l.ge 1n Isabella Reservoir, 1n 
exee~, or the natUral now' o! Kern River .. 

TERRITORY 

, ,'l'he are.l sorved oy tho eompany's canal 3ystorn in the vicinity or 
Bakcrsrield~ Kern County. 

Per Acre-Foot 
:-;,01: irrigation w:lter, when f.l.v.uJ.able, 
delivered. from storage in I~a.bella Reservoir ............. ~ •••• 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. 'l'hi3 schedule will o.pply to water eie1ivered from storage in Isa.bellA 
Resorvoir in addition to tho tJ3.tural floW' of Korn Rivor during the term ot the 
Interim Contract tor conservation use ot I~a'be1~ Re3ervoir ootveen the United 
States of Acerica and North Kern W~tor Storage Di~trict, Buena Vista Storage 
Di~trict, arA Tulare Lake ~ater Storage District, dated March 16, 1954, 43 
extended by that certain Supplemental Agreement dated December 15, 1954, and 
as extended 'by MY further S~pplemental Agreements. 

2. Applications for !itor~d water shall be mad.e 3utticiently in ad.vance 
of need to a.llow time tor ~chedul1rlg .and d.eli very or a.v.nlable wa.ter." Appll.ea.­
tion~ will 'be tilled. in tho order recoived to the extent that stored. WAter isi; 
ava.iJ.s.'ble and. providing there is enough wa.ter 1'lo~ 1n the company's camu. '-, , 
~tem to mke delivery of tho ~tored. 'W3.ter £ea.siblo. . 

3.. Except 8.5 otherwise !lpecitied in this schedule, tho l:"ea.:lured irriga­
tion service or :stored' water shall be subject 1n all rel5pects to the rule.s anci 
regulatiOM ot thi$ company .. 

.. 
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APPENDIX E 

Kern River Canal ~ Irrigating Company 

Schedule No. l-A 
J J," 

MEASURED IRRIGATION SmVICE OF STORED WATER - -
APPLICABn.ITY 

Applicable t~ deliverie~ ot w~ter trom storage in Isabella Reservoir, in 
excess of t.he natural :now of Kern Rivor. 

TERRITORY 

The area served. by tho company! s cs.nal ey:rt.em. 1n the vicinity ot 
Bakersfield, Kern County. 

~. 

For irriga:t.iotl water, 'When ava1la.ble, 
Per Ayre-Foot .. ~ 

clcl1vereC'i from ~toragc in Isabella Re3ervoir ............... . 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. Tl:l1s 'schedule will apply to water delivered from storage in Is~ella 
Reservoir in addition to the natural new or Kern River d.uring the term ot the 
Interim Contract tor cOMorvation use ot Isabella Re:s~o1r 'between 'the United 
States ot AmeriCA and North Kern Water Storage District, Buena. Vista Stora.gc 
Di$t.r:..ct, ana Tulare Lake Water Storage District" c1n.tecl March 16, 1954" ~$ 
extend.ed by that certa.in Supplemental Agr()ement cia.tecl December 15" 1954" and. 
a.:; extended 'rq any !'urther Supplemental Agreements .. 

2. Applica.tio1l$ tor stored water shall 'be made :N!1'iciently in advance 
of neecl to allow time tor scheduling a.nd d~livery or availa.b16 \tI8.tcr. Applica­
tiOn! will be filled in the oraer received to the extent that stored water i~ 
a.vailable and. providirlg there i~ enough water fioW1ng in the company's =y.sten1 
to make doliver,y ot the ~toree water £eazible • 

.3. Except 8.$ otherwise speci£ied in this och6dule, the measured irriga.­
tion ~ervice ot :sto:rea wa.t~r shall. be ~\Jl:)jeet in all respects to the rules 
and regulations of this compa,DY. 
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APPENDIX F 

Stine Canal, Inc. 

Schedule No. l-A 

MEASURED IRRIGATION SERVICE OF STORED WATER - -
APPLICA3n..ITY 

", . 

Applicable to deliveries ot wat'er from stora.ge 1n Isa.bello F.eservoir, in 
exce~s of the natural now of Kern River. 

TERRITORY 
• 

The area served by the co~yf s eanal,s~tem in the vicinity of 
Bakersfield, Kern Co\ll'lty. . 

RATE -
For irrigation water, whon aVailable, 
delivered from storage in Isabella Reservoir 

Per Aere-FOot 
. ,- " 

...... ........ 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. . This schedule w.i.ll a.pply to water delivered from stora.ge in lsabell.G. 
Reservoir in a.ddition to the na.tur~ flow ot Kern River .. d'Urlng~the term or the 
Interim Contra.ct for eon~ervation usc of Isabella. Reservoir 'between the United. 
Sta.te~ of America. ani North Kern toJatcr Storage District, Buena Vista.' Storage 
D1::trict, and Tulare Lake Vlater Storage Distriet1 dated March 16, 1954.,. as 
extended by tha.t certain Supplement.al Agreement dated. December 15, 1954". and' 
as extended by arty further Supplemental Agreements. ,,' . 

2. Applications tor stored wa.ter shall be made sutti'ciently in advance 
ot need to allow time tor ~cheduling and delivery o! a.v8.1laole water. Applica.­
tiorul will be filled.in the order received to the extent 'that· stored'water i~ 
available and. prcv1d1ng thero is enough water £.lOwing in the eo~y's canal 
system to make delivery of the stored water tea.sible • 

.. 

3. Exce}:lt as otnerwi:se ~pecitied in thl.:s sehedw.e 1 the mea:;ured. irriga.­
tion service of stored water :5ba.ll be subject in $oll rospects to· the Nles 
6l'ld regulations ot th~ 'company. 


