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'51792 Decision No •. ____ ' __ _ ORIGllAl 
'."" '''. 

BEFORE. THE PUBLIC: UTILITIES, COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
.~ ; , t 

.. ·'1 ,..;. 

"" " : " '. .. "'" . ,. 

In th.eV..a't-ter of the Application of ) 
SOUt1'S PUMP' COMPANY,a privately ) 
owned company ,£ort'aeerti£±cate of } 
public convenience and necessity to ) 
oper~~te a' pu~lic ut ility" water" sys- ) 
tem and to 'establish" rates' for' water ) 

Application No. 36839 

service ,in an unincorporatedJ"area,' ) 
adjOining the' City of Tulare," ... ' ) 
CalifOrnia, known·,as Tract No.'''225. ) 

• : III 

," 

R .. C. Soults, a.pplicant, in propria persona .. w. 'B. Stradley,. tor the Commission sta££ • 
. "7 ,: ,~ 

.'.~, • ,;. • • t .~" 

, ... ~. • '. l~ , " ' 

R. C. Soult 5, applicant filed this appli cati on" on March )0 , ,: 

1955, seeking' a certifi·cate tor water service Uperi' Tract No. 225,~'" 

'l'\1lare County." This:tract contains 'approx1matelylO;'acres 1nthe 

northwest t of the'; northwest = or.,Section"?, TownShip 20; South, ,:. 
" 

Range 25· East Mount Di~blo Base and )~eridian. The: ',subdivision I 

ca~led' Par~~ Avenue Estates, is divided. into 30 l"ts':suitable"'!or 

re$idential.:purposes~i The location is approxima.tely:-i,imil.e, east of: 
Ir" ,J"', :,,1" . 

. , 

the corporate limits. of the City' of Tulare. 
" 'I""" ;', . " I; 

Public hearing was held in Tulare before Examiner John I·, ~'.. ,. . . J 

; Power ':on :'June 2,'1955. At that time '7'applicant amended: the application 
'~.' ; " ,. .. ! I \1 .. ,... .<." ~_ : '; ,f •• , : i .. ,,".,., ~ ~ ': • 

on its 'face in several particulars. First, 2! acres:,lying between 

Tract No. 22,,' and" the ; Tulare-Lindsay highway was added':to, the~.s'ough.t 
". (" .• ' I' 

service. area. Seeond,.>cert'ain minor changes in the flat rate and," 

metered. service':schedule's':'as originally proposed were ~made;;~ "Third, 

afire 'hydrant schedule 'was ad-ded to, the ra.te proposal ~ ).:: ': . 
:,'>-. , . 

>. '. .. .. ~. 

'.' ~ ., , 

Applicant."introduced an affidavit of publ~cation of notice 

, of hearing as an exhibit. He tes~1r1ed concerning the pO,st:trig:,:O!:: 
, •. ! .4', 
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notice of. he~ing and one of the not,ices was recei ve~ as an exhibit. 
\0 , .... I '.~' ." ~ ~ • '.1 '~ - '...,. ".,,' ,JA jA: ,j '", • 

A third'exhibit was a subdivision map show:tng L'3onar.d C. and 
• '" .. 4' "." ... I 

Marg~et B. Reed, as owners or the tract.. Applicant ~d L~,o~d ~: 
, .'1 

','", 

Reed testified 'orally in support of the application~ 

The evidence developed the fact that the' w~~~; ~ys.te~ was 
.' 

not, yet installed,. Applicant proposes to drill on the west 25 feet 
" . ,.' , .. 

l' ,.', 

or tot 6, Tract 225; a well of either 8- or lO-inch diame,:ter to'a 
". ' ,. ..... ..,.._ .. 
depth of about l;Of'eet. l ,This well trdll be equipped ~t.h ,a d~P , 

" ''''\I,'J; .. 

well, turbine pump driven by a l;-horsepower electric motor and will 
.' _, ; , , . .. ,c ':". • '. j '. ,~ ... 

di~c:harge ,into a2',OOO':"gallon pressure tank. The mains will be e'on-:-
" , .... 

str.ucted for 4-inch, lO-gauge, dipped steel pipe with l~in~h service3 . j' .. .1.._,",' , t" 

to each platted lot. Applicant originally proposed. to install l,.SOO 
.f .' " ..... " ........ I, • 

" , 

feet of. main to serve t,he tr.aet but at the hearing testified that he 
" ".1 1,(' . .' ',. • 

wa's agreeable to adding enough additional piping to ma.ke the system a 
, , '. , . 

cir~~ating on~. ~his Will require about 450 feet· of a~~;~~~~~ 

main.. The following order 'Will require that this 'be ,done. 
, •• ,I •• 

The capita). to be invested 'by applicant in this wat,er 
• ' " • • 1 '. 

system is to be rais.ed; he testified,. from two' sourCes. ~pp~~~ant 

'.dll contribute both from his inventory ana. his financial resources. 
" ' ". ...·4 

He also proposes to finance part of his expenses with a bank contrac~ 
. " . ,"." r ~ ,.. 

A balance sheet attached to the application reveals. t~~t applicant . " , . 
" ' 

has ample resotu"ces.to:eomplete the system. 

Applic~~t estimated his system cost at $8,04;. A breakdown 
, ' • I '. , ~ 

. of this figure was supplied as a late-filed exhibit and shows the 
" . . ,'.' 

fo;lowing: 

Pump, and mot or 'I installea. • • • •• • •• • • • •• • 
Pressure tank 7 valves, fittings ....... .. 
Well (approximately 150 feet) ••••••.•• ~ 
Developingwell •••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
4-inch main line, l-ineh take-ofr lines;' 

and l-ineh Service cocks ••••••••••.••• 
Total •••• ~;. 

$2,200 
l,060 

695 
290 

i'SOO 
;04,' 

'.' .. 4. ' , ~ .,"l 

1 The- portion of '!IOt;S has been conveyed to appiicantby 'a"·reeorded'" 
d'ee9-'~' The, easement to, lay lines in the streets"has b~en 'exeei.it'ed 
bu.t'not "recorded;. , ", ,~\,.(.,:\,r:.·.·,'; 
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'. '. '~""" 

Applicant propo'sed a monthly f'lat rate of $,.50 for each 

residence :3erved,through a. l-inch service connection, with additional 

c~a~g~s ~or area of' premises in excess of 8,000 s,quare .feet and, dur

i~g the summer months, £or evaporative-type' air coolers. Also pro-
i ,.,' , 

posed by applicant is a rate of' $1.;0 per month per 2i-inch tire " ' ~ . , 

h~?r~t,. i Authority was requested for billing customers on a bimonthly 
basis •. 

lyO' 

The :neter minimum charges ~d quantity rates proposed. are 

not consistent with the flat rates proposed. Accordingly, the rates 

for metered service will be modified to provide tor a minimum cbarge 

of $2;.$0 per month for a S/8 x ,/4-inch meter with proportionally 

higher charges for larger size meters. Quantity rates for use in; 

excess or the eoo. cubic feet allowed fo~ the $2.80 minimum- charge, 

vary through two blocks of usage from $0.25 and $0.20 per 100 cubic 

fe~t) to$O.15,perlOO,cubic feet for quantities used. in excess of 
"", 

5 ,000, cubic !'eet., 

Applicant testified that the ~Qunty of Tulare requires no 

franChise for a water company. A clearance from the county health 

officer will b~ obtained when the well is developed. There are no 

public utility water systems operating in the immediate area • 
• '. ,i 

It appears that the system proposed by. applicant will be 

needed by those who move into Tract. No. 225 and that no other wat~r 1\<,. 

service i'$ now available in this area. The rates and charges set 

rorth'~n Appendix A at,tached to the· following order are found to be 
.j •• 

r~asonable'- and will. be authorized. The financial capacity of the 

applicant i~ sufficient to carry out his proposals. 

. -The certificate of public convenience ane! necessity herein '\ 

grantee! is subject to the following provisions of law: . i 
Tr..at 'Che CommiSSion shall have no power to author- I 
ize the capit'aliza'Cion of this certificate of pub- J 
lic convenience and necessity or the right 'Co own, I 
opera'Ce or enjoy such certificate of public 
convenience and necessity for. any amount of money / 
in exee~s of ~he amount (exclusive of any tax or 
annual charge) actually paid to the State as con-
sideration for the issuance of such certificate of 
public convenience and necessity or right,. 
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A-36S39 .im At 
"' . .. Q E :Q. !'B. :. " ,. j.' ; ... 

" 
" "" . . ... )" ~ 

.. The above-en-eitled ~pplication,. having. been.,considere<i; a \ 

public hearinghav1ng been, he~d, the mat"eer having been submitted 

and now being ready for decision, 
,'" j', , ., " 

;1. ... I, 

, "" IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS' A FACT that pu~lic convenience, ~nd 

necessity Will . require the construction and operation of a, public 
, J • " ' '>', ",' , 

/ 
I 

l 

utility water system byR. C. Soults, doing~busines$ as Soults, Pump 
, • t " " 

, Company', in Tulare, County, in the area set forth in map marked 

Exhibit· 3 ,in this:proceeding;. therefore, ":: 
.' " ~,'O, ',. 

~' " ,IT IS ,HEREBY ORDERED that a, certificate or public conven

ienceand,necessity be ·and it is hereby granted',R. C., Soults, doing 

busin~$s "asSoult.s,.:PumP. Company, to construct and~ o'perate a public 

ut~11ty,·system f6r:·:the distribution and sale of water Wi thin the 

territory hereinbef'ore. described.. . , " 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED as follows: ',. , . " . '·d'.' 

'" "" 

l. Applicant is authorized to file after the effec-, 
ti ve date, or this order the rates set fo,reh in. 
App0ndix A attached to this order to· be e£fective 
on or before the date service, is first rendered. .. -. 
to the public, together with rules including; . 
prOvision. for bimonthly billing and tariff serv
ice area map aceeptable to this. Commission. and in 
~cc~rdance 'with the requirements of General Order 
No;~ 96.· Such rates, rules and tariff service 
ar~amap shall become effective'on, five days,' 
notice to the COmmission and the~"public after 
filing as hereinabove provided..;:. ,. 

2. Applicant, shall' notify '1;h1s Commission in:' writing 
of th.e completion of the system tor which this, 
cert1f'1eate is granted, within thirty days there
after. 

" ~. 

" '.' " I • .. ,', • __ ,';~'" \ 

" , • , • • • 1 : '. . • ~ 

Applicant: shall file within 'forty 'days a!t~r.the 
S"Jstem is' placed. in operation £o~ copies of a 
comprehensi ve map, drawn to an, indicated'" scale ", 
not smaller than eighty teet ~ to·the' inch, del1n-, 
eat1ngby::appropriate markings, the,variQus tracts 
of land, and territory served; the,principal water 
produc'tion,. storage and. d.istribution facilities,; 
and the, ~ocation of the various water system 
properties of' applicant. 

, .' 

4. Applicant shall base the accruals to depreciation 
upon: spread.ing the original cost or the plant, 
less" est1Ic.ated net salvage and depreciation 
reserve, o-ver the estimated remaining life of the 
prop~rty; applic~~t shall review the accruals when 
major changes in plant composition occur and for 
each plant account at intervals of' not more than 
five years. Results of these reviews shall be 
submitted to this Commission. 
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5. Within thirty days after water service is first 
furnished to the public under the authority 
herein granted, applicant shall effect the elimi
nation of the two dead ends of the 4-inch mains 
shown on the map, attached to the application as 
Exhibit Ai by extending each of such 4-inch mains 
to Road 1 a and connecting the ends of such 
e~ended mains by installing, in Road 118, a con
necting main not smaller than two inches in diam
eter. Within fifteen days after the completion of 
the installation to eliminate dead ends in the 
distribution system a~ provided above, applicant 
shall report to the COmmission in writing that 
such installation has beer.. completed. 

6. Within sixty days. after completion of the well 
referred to in the foregoing opinion, applicant ~ 
shall file With the Commission evidence of ." 
approvalot the water supply for the water sys-
tem herein authorized by the appropriate health 
authority of the County of Tulare. 

The authorization herein granted will expire if not 

exercised within one yea"'." from the d·at.e hereof. 

'I'he·e1'":f'ec:t:ive date of this order shall be twenty days after 
the date 'hereof. 

day' of. 

Dated at ___ Sa_OJl_Fran __ cl_1Se_O _____ , Ca.lifornia, this 

~T-t:d~~ 
~ -/-·LI 

QYM(~ 
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APPENDIX A 
Page 1 or :3 

Sebedule No. 1 

GENERAL METERED SERVICE 

APPLICABn.ITY -
Applies.'blo 'to all metered: water service. 

Tbe unincorporated. area. know as Pa.:rk Aven~ Estates, ~raet No. '225, 
located, approximately t.mile eaat or the City or Tulare, 'tulare County. 

Quantity Rates: 

Per,Meter 
Per Montb 

F1rst 800 cu.ft. orle53 ••••••••••••••••••••••• $2.80 
Next 2,200eu.!t., per 100 cu.ft. ....... ... •• .. • • .... • " .• 2; 
Next 2,OOO"cu.:rt .. , per 100 eu.ft. ................. ...... '.;.;20 
Over $,000 C'U.ft~, perlOO cu.!t. ...................1; 

~'Charge: 

'For sis, x 3/4-1neb meter 
For' "3/4-1neh mEiter 
'For '. l-inch meter 
ro~' li--1nch meter 
For 2-incb. meter 

.••.••... -....•...••....• 

.•.••....•..•.•....•....• 

.......................... ....... ~ ................. . 

.••.••..... ~ ....•.•...... 
Tbe~nimum Charge will entitle tbe 01JStomer to 
the q'lltmtity or ",ater "'ineh that milWnum eb.a.rge 
W'ill purewo' at tho Quantity Rates. 

$Z.80 
3.l0 
3.50 
4~OO 
5.00 
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Am ICABlLITY 

APPENDIX'A 
,Page 2. or :3 

Schedule No.2' 

: Applica.ble" to, all \oI1lter'30rvieo f"urn1shod to, residential customers on 8. 
nat ra.tebao1s~ , 

TERRITORY 

XhG: unineorporatodo:rotl.,kno'Wn n.3 Ps.rk Avonue Estates, Tro.et No. 225~ 
loco.toe,: approxilMtely-:t milo 'east or tho City of Maro~ Tulare' County. 

For each 3iDgle family residence, 
ineludingprem1sos not; oxceeding 
8,000 'c..ft:., !.n" e:rOOt .................. •.•••••••••• 

~. In addition, tor oach 100 oq.ftoo or area 
of premisos 1n exeoss of 8,000 sq.rt. • ••••• 

b. In addition, tor oach ovaporativo-tn>e 
air cooler d.uring tho f1 vo-month pariod. 
May through Septem'bor, inclusivo: 

Wa.ter recirculating t~o .oo .................... . 
w::rter Wa:lt'1llg typo .................... ., •••• 

SPECI~ CONDITIONS' 

Per Serv'1oo Cormeot1on 
Per Month 

.25 

.50 

1. 'Tho Above r051d.ent1al nat rate charges apply to service 0¢:cnect1o~ 
not largor: thon 'one i%ich, ~ ,~eter. . 

2. .AU sorvico not covorod by tho t".bove ela"sif'1eat1oXl3 'Will 'bo f'ur
nishod orily on a. motered. 'baric. 

3. Charges tor air coolor:: w1ll apply as provided in the above sched\1le 
oxcept 1n those coses .... hero tho custom~r not1£:tos the utility, in WT1t1rlg~ 
.... hich months dtc:'l.%lg the t\bove !>Cried. tm"J' Qr cooler 'Will not bo in semeo, 
ond provid.i:cg that such unit 1G d1sconnoctod during sllid months su'Oj oct to 
inspection by utility ropro:ontat1vos. 

4. Metors moy 'be 1nstollGd at option of utilitY' or Customer tor abovo 
clazsi£iec.tionc il'>, .... hieh ovont sOrvieo tlloroa.f'tcr will be :rendorod o%lly on 
tho basis of Sehed:ulo No.1, Genoral Motorod Sorvico. 



APmmIX A 
Page :3 of :3 

. Schod,Jlo No. :3 

~um.IC ~ HYDRANT' SERVICE 

Applietlblo to· tiro 'hydrant soX'VieG turrJ.ishod to mu:zne1polit1os I duly 
orgOlUzGd ar irleorporo.tod tiro d1striet& or other pol1tic:al°'ou'bdiv1sions of 
tho St~tG. 

TERRITORY 

. The 'Ill'lineorporo:tod tU'Ot\ know as Park Avenue Esto.tos, 'l'ra.et No. 225", 
"loctl'tedapprox1mo:toly t m:IJ.o GD.3t of. the Ci'~Y or TultlrO" 'rul.t\X'O COUIlty • 

.B!!E ~'PQr MontD, 

For oaeh.; wl:ul.rf' typo or stoamor 
t1.PO·l:l;ytlr~t' •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • '...... $3..50. 

SPECIAL CONDITION . 

Tho 'utility i¥1ll·supply Ollly such 'W'ator a.t such pros sure 03 TJYJ:1 bo 
e.vc.:Uablofloomtimo,to ·timo as e. res1Jlt of its normal oporo.t1on· of tho system. 


