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Decision No~ 5.1 SiS 
~ ~· .. 4''''''' 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
, .. 

Investigation to determine whether ) 
the p~oV1sions or proposed General ) 
Order No. 99"· should" 'be adopted ana ) 
supersede the'iprovlsionso't General ) Case No. 5097 
Order No. 93-A p'ertaining to highway ) 
common,. carriers, petroleum irregular ) 
route carriers and petroleum contract ) 
carriers.' I , ) 

Appearances ~See Appendix A) 

INTERIM OPINION 

By order dated August 2, 1955·, in the above-entitled 

ease, t~is Commission reopened Case No. ;097 for the purpose of 

dete~1n1ng whether any of the provisions of General Order 99, 
, ' ' 

as promulgated by Decision No. ~6089, dated August 14, 1951, and 

as modified by decisions subsequent thereto, should be modified, 

canceled or superseded. 

A pu.'blic hearing' was held in San ·Francisco. on August 30, 

19;5, betore Examiner Grant ~ •. Syphers, st which time evidence' 

was adduced. The matter was continued to November 2, 19;;, in 

Los Angeles, for the taking of further ev1dence. 

At the hearing on AUgUst 30, 19;;, a witness with the 

Operations-Safety Section of the Transportation D1vision of the 

Commission testified as to certain revisions of General Order 99 

proposed by the staff, and further testified that it would be desir

able in the interest of safety to have the carriers make adequate 

brake inspections. In the opinion of this witness, many carriers 

are not now adequately inspecting the 'brake systems of their motor 

vehicles. Other test1mony was presented ·which Will be considered 

later in these proceedings. 
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A motion was made by the stafr counsel to the effeet that 

the Comm1ssi~n issue an inter~ o~der requiring each highway common 

carrier, petroleum irre~lar route carr1er and petroleum contract 

carr1.'er to examine the brake system of each un1 t of equipment oper-
. " 

ated, to rev1ew the adequacy of brake inspections and maintainance 

practices, to report the results of such inspections to the 

Commission, and to correct any defects which may be found. 

In view of the broad scope of the Order of Investigation 

in this matter, and the desirability of obtaining adec:uate 1n-
... 

format1on, the ·testimony ind1cating that present brake, inspections 

may be inadequate, and the importance of safety measures both to 
... 

the pub11c and the carriers, an interim order will be 1ssued herein 

in substantial accord with the motion of the stafr counsel. 

INTERIM ORDER 

',I , 

An Order of Investigation, as above entitled, hav1ng been 

instituted., a public hearing having been held thereon, evidence 

having been adduced and the Commission being of the opinion that· it 

is in the public interest and safety, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That each and every highway common carr1er, petroleum 

irregular route ca~rier, and petroleum contract carrier, Within 

sixty days from the effective date of this order, mak·~ an inspection 

to determine the condition of the entire brake system of each unit 

. of eqUipment o,erated, such inspection, among other tbings, to 

consider the condition of' air valves, hos·es, and brake chamber 

disphrams, and to be supplemented by practical test procedures to 
, 

detect weakened areas in the brake system. A. sugges.ted practical 

test is described as follows: 
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.. W1th an air reservoir pressure of not less than 90 
pounds and with the foot application valve fully de
pressed, the air system leakage of .any combination o~ 
vehicles should not exceed a maXimum of f1ve pounds per 
minute with the motor shut otr. If it does, the defect 
causing·such excessive leakage should be found and cor
rected at once. 

(2) Upon the completion·ot the foregoing inspections, each 

highway common carrier, petrole'l.'lm irregular route carrier, and 

pet.roleum contract carrier shall report to this CommisSion in writing 

~~~·dates of the inspections made, and what, if any, repairs were 

ne.c~s~.~ry and were made, together with vehicle n'tlmoers involved 1n 

such inspections and repairs, as well os a summary of brako inspec

tion and test procedures which have bean followed 1:0. the past and ~re 

intended to be used in the fut'LU"e.· Said report shall be furnished to 

the Commission within thirty days ofter the completion or the in

spections. 

This order is interim in nature, and the Commission may 

revise or supplement it if' good cause appears. 

The effective dote of this order shnll be twenty ~ays ~ftGr 

the date hereof. 

Dated e~./.e. .... / , Col1:t.'ornia, this ~ zzO 
day Of~..r;-~..t) c;-r-9-,~ 

:_-/l ~/~.~ 
, ,7.;,..y 
~~~~~~~~~~--
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" : ',: ~.;. :kP'PENDIX A-
',;,:-! J: " I' 

. ~. "". 
'. <, .. '''l 

l,I.rm~ Meinhold and :Fr-ederiek E. Fuhrman, for Pacific Motor 
Trucking company

i
· Roger "Rams,ey· and Preston Davis, by ,:Rog2*" R$msey, 

for United Farce Service; -H.i -M'. H~ys, tor Intercity Trensport 
Lines; David M. Johnston, for Miles and Sons Trucking Service; 
and Willard s .. Johnson, for' J:~ A. Nevis Trucking, Inc~, J. Christ
enson co., and. Cal-Central Trucking Co., Inc.; Respondents. 

7' 1'> ~ 
.... ~ ... 
'-' . ~,;', ' 

., . 
:J. :J. Deuel, for California Farm Bureau Federationi' .arlo D. ._~ ,: 

~, tor California Trucking Assoc1otions, Inc.; 'Russell Bevans, _.-,;:' 
for Draymen' s Association of San Francisco; Clarenee D. Firstenl'frp;,:-:-: 
for Life Saver Brake; :Jack E. Gallagher, in propria persona; ... > 
G. W. Ballard, for Brotherhood or Railroad Trainmen; 'Charles G. , 
lliearden" tor The Ma:d. Corp.; Warner t. Ke~hn, tor Keehn-O Mfg. Co.; ":':, 
Dr. William P. Coleman, for Lifesaver Brake; Paul Shipton tor ' 
Ll!esaver Brake (~ergency); H. J. Roger, for california Equipment 
Co.; lou Cr~wi'ord, for Lee /I,ir Line Valves; Stuart J, Lockie, for 
Patterson Parts, Inc.; J. C. Kaspar and R. D. Boynton, for . 
Cali~orni3 Trucking ~sSoc1at1ons; ~ward M. Ga~rney, tor Assembly 
Transportation Committee; and Brit J. Howes, in propria persona; 
Interested Parties. 

Harold J, McCarthy, for the Commission's starr. 


