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TILLIE ROLLAND, doingz businoss
as RON ROB INN,

Plaintifs
VEe

Caso‘No.‘5672

TEE PACIFIC TELLJHONE AND
TILEGRAPE COLPANY,

Dofondant.

Dermot R. Long for complainant.

Pillsbury, lModison & Sutro, and Lavwlor, Folix
& Hall, by L. B. Conent, for dofondant.

The complaint, filed on August 17, 1955, aileges that
plaintiff, Tilllio Rolland, iz, and in June,l95&,was, déing
business as Ron Rob Inn at 3668 West Slauson Boulevard (sic),
Los Angeles, California; that in June,IQSh;she omplbyed a bar-
tender who was arrested on the charge of bookmeking: thot upon
notilfication by the Sheriff's Office her tolephone was romoved
from the premises; that the bartonder was acquitted of the book-
making charge; that the plaintiff and her employees are not and
never have bheen engaged in boolmaking or any other Lllegal
activities, nor have they at any tine aided'or abvetted anyone

in any illegal activities; that as a result of the removal of +he

telephone from the plaintifrts premises she has sulfered ihjury




’,c. 5672 ~ R,

Co her reputation and business enterpriss; and‘théf tﬂe telephone
Tacilities are necessary to the business.

On August 23, 1955, by Decision No. 51850, in Case .

No. 5672, this Commission issued an order directing the telephone
company to restore service to complainant rending o hearing on the
ma.tter..

On August 31, 1955, the telephone company filed an.
answer, the principal allegation of which was thet pursuant to
Decision Wo. L1415, dated April 6, 1948, in Case No. 4930 \

(4.7 Cal. P.U.C, 853) defendant, on or adbout June 23, 195h,nhad
reasonable cause to believe that the telephone service furnished

by defendant to Plaintiff at 3668 west Slauson Avenue in the County of
Los Angeles, California, was being or was to be wused as an instrue
mentallity directly or indirectly to violate or to ald and abet the
violation of the law.

A public hearingrwas held In Los Angeles before Ixaminer
Kent C. Rogers on September 23, 1955, at which time evidenﬁe?was
Prosgented and the mafter was submitted. It is now ready for decision.

" The complainant testified that she owns and operates the
Ron Rob Inn at 3668 West Slausen Avenue, in the County of
Los Angeles; that in June, 195l she had a bartender named James
Raymond Scothorn working at the inn; that one day in June 195k,
while she was at home, she was advised by telephone by a policeman
that Scothorn had been arrested for bookmalking in the inn. She
further testifled that Scothorn was acquitted and has never been
back on the premises since his arrest; that the telephone was
removed at about the time of the arrest but has been reinstalled;
and that she has never used,nor permitted any one else to use the

premises or telephone for illegal pPurposes.
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A Los Angeles County deputy sheriff testified thet on

June 17, ;95&, he and his partner, both assigned to the vice
detall, went to the Ron 3Qb Inn at 3668 Wost'51ausop Avenue at
about 1 Peml.; that they sat at the bar and after a conversation
with Scothorn informed him they would like to bet; that Scothorn
vas given a four-dollar bet on a particular horse funn:ng at
Hollywood Park that day; that Scothorn wrote the bet on & paper
napkin, accepted the four dollars, talked on the telgphone and
informed the officers that he had placed the bot. Tho deputy
further teztified that he and his partner remained on the promises
wtil about L p.m.; that at that time they advised Scothorn they.
desired to bet two dollars on another horse running that day at
Hollywood Park; that Scovhorn took the same paper napkin from his
Pocket and reglstered the bpp and acceptod the two dollars. AL
that time, the witness saidf Scothorn was placed under arrest,

The officer sald Scothorn stated he was working for Tillie, and
that he had beon working at the Ron Rob Inn about three days. .
Later on the same day, Scothorn stated that he was taking the bets
Lor himgelf and not for Tillie. The witness further testified
t;at Scothorn was tried and‘acquitted of the'c@gfge of boolmmaking:
phat he has been to the premises subsequent to éhe arrest and has
not seoen Scothorn; and that the officors kqpt the premises under
observation for about two wooks but found no further evidence of
oookma?ing. The officers did not romove the telephone from the

aremises at the time of the arreat.




. Exhiblt No. L Is' a copy of a letter from tho Sherifs
dr Los Angeles County to the telephone company roquosting that
-tho telerhone facilities be disconnected. A «upervisins spoecial
agent of the tclephone company testified that this lettor was
received on June 22, 1955, and & central office dssconnection
was effected pursuant to that request. The position of the tole-
phdné’company was that 1t had acted with reasonadle cause in
discomnecting the telephone service fnastmuch as it had received
the letter designated as Txhiblt No. 1.

After consideration of this record,we now find that the
telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause,as that
term is used In Decision No. LUT5 referred to supra. We further
TInd that there Is no evidence that complainant was engaged in,
was directly tonnected with, or permitted the telerhone facilities
to be used for bookmaking activities. Therefore, the complainént

is now entitled to restoration of telephone service.

The complaint of Tillie Rolland ageinst The Pacifie
Tolephone and Telegraph Company, & corporation, having been f£iled,
& public hearing having been hoeld thereon, the Commission beins
fully 2dvised In the nremises and basing Its decision on the
evﬂdence of" racord and the findings herein,

IT IS ORDERED that the order of the Commission 1n
Declslon No. 51850, dated August 23, 1955, temporarily restorfng

telephone service 4o the complainant, be made permanent, such
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restoration being subject to all duly authorized rules and regu-
lations of the telephone company and to the existing applicabié
law: '

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
alter the date hereof:

Dated at .. .. San Frandses s Calirornia;
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