
Decision No., ___ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~MISS!ON OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Ap'Plication of ) 
FAY ROWLAND, ,dba ROWLAND \I[ATER CO., ) 
a private owned com'Pany, for a ) 
Certificate of Public Convenience ) 
and Necessity to Operate a Public ) 
Utility Water System and to Establish ) Application No. 37199 
Rates for Water Service in an Unin- ) 
corporated Area West of the City of ) 
porterville! California, known as ) 
Tract No. 2 3. ) 
------------------------------) 

Fay Rowland in propria persona for applicant. 
w. B. Str~dlex for the Commission staff. 

OPINION -------

This application was tiled on August 10, 1955, and a public 

hearing was held before Examiner John Power on October 25, 1955, at 

Po~te~v1l1e. At that hearing the applicant a~peared in his own behalf 
and an engineer from the Commission's Hydraulic Section assisted 1n 

deve10?1ng the record. Evidence was ?resented by ap?11cant sho~ng 

that pro~er notice had been given as required by the Commission. 

The proposed utility will serve a tract designated as 

Village Gardens Tract No. 2l311of Tula~e County. The tract will 

ultimately consist of 118 lots, comprising 36 acres in area. It is 

a~,rox1mately four miles west of the nearest Porterville city limit. 

About 48 lots were graded and ready for building at the ttme of the 

hearing. Entrance to the subdivision is gained from Olive Street, 

on the southerly Side of the tract. 

A water system has been installed to serve the lots now 

ready for Occupancy. The well, located on an easement, 2, feet by 25 

feet, is in the southerly part of the system. It is 142 feet deep 

and ten-inch casing has been installed. The pump, operated by a 

15-horsepower motor, Qischarges water into a 2000-gallon pressure tank 

11 A subdivision of the west 701.25 feet of the Ef of the swt, Sec-
tion 30, Township 218, Range 27E, Mt. Diablo Base and Meridian. 
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and from that into the mains. Applicant testified that the well is 

now producing approximately 450 gallons per minute. There is another 

well on the subdivision, now used tor crop irrigation, which can be 

connected to the system if needed. The mains are four and one-half

inch diameter throughout most of the system with a small footage of 

six-inch pipe near the well and pressure tank. A one-inch service 

connection will be provided for each lot in the subdivis1on. 

The cost of that portion of the system now installed is 

slightly in excess of ~7,OOO. All of this has been paid in cash. 

Future extensions will be financed either in the Same way or by bank 

loans. A balance sheet of applicant, attached to the appl1cation, 

reveals that he has assets suffic1ent to complete and operate the 

system. 

Applicant amended his rate proposals at the hearing. As 

amended they include a flat rate of $3.50 per month for serv1ce fur-

nished through a one-inch service connection, for a lot with an area 

of 10,000 square feet or less. Monthly flat rate charges of twenty

five cents for each circulating-type, evaporative, air cooler and 

seventy-five cents for the noncirculating type of cooler were pro

posed by applicant. A rate of $1.50 per month per fire hydrant was 

also proposed. These rates seem reasonable and will be authorized. 

The remaining rates proposed were not fully consistent with the baSic 

flat rate. Applicant testified that he was willing to have the 

Commission staff develop more consistent rates. This will be done. 

Applicant testified that the County of Tulare does not 

require water utilities to obtain franchises. The necessary easement 

for the well lot and for laying mains in the streets and alleys of 

Village Gardens has been delivered to applicant. The County Depart

m~nt of Public Health has inspected the water supply and has taken 

no exception to it. There is no public utility, publicly owned or 
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mutual water system close to Village Gardens or which could conven

iently serve this tract. 

The Commission is of the opinion and finds that public con

venience and necessity require'that the sought authority be granted. ~ 

It further finds that the rates set forth in Appendix "A" attached 

hereto are fair and reasonable. 

The certificate of public convenience and necessity granted 

in and by the following order is subject to the following provision 

of law:: 

That the Commission shall have no power to author
ize the capitalization of this certificate of public 
convenience and necessity or the right to own, 
operate or enjoy such certificate of public conven
ience and necessity tor any amount of money in excess 
of the amount (exclusive of any tax or annual charge) 
actually paid to the state as consideration tor the 
issuance of such certificate of public convenience 
and necessity or right. 

QB:Q~B 

The above-entitled application having been considered, a 

public hearing haVing been held, the matter having been submitted and 

now being ready for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certificate of public conven

ience and necessity be and it is hereby granted Fay Rowland, doing 

business as Rowland Water Company, to construct and operate a public 

utility system for the distribution-and sale of water within the 

territory hereinbefore described. 

IT IS FURTI£R ORDERED as follows: 

1. A~plicant is authorized to file after the effective 
date of this order the rates set forth in Appendix 
A attached to this order to be effective on or be
fore the date service is first rendered to the 
publiC, together with rules including provision 
for bimonthly billing and tariff service area map 
acceptable to this Commission and in accordance 
With the requirements of General Order No. 96. Such 
rates, rules and tariff service area map shall be
come effeet1ve on five' doys· notice to the Commission 
end the ?ubl1c after filing as hereinabove prOvided. 
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.. ' 

Applicant shall n.otify th1S"Commission1 in writing, 
of the date service is first rendered to the public 
under the rates and rules authorized herein, with
in ten days thereafter. 

Ap~l1cant shall file Within forty days after the 
system is placed in operation four copies of a 
comprehensive map, drawn to an indicated scale not 
smaller than 200 feet to the inch, delineating by 
appropriate markings the various tracts of land and 
territory served; the principal water production, 
storage and distribution .facilities; and the loca
tion of the various water system pro~ert1es of 
.applicant. . 

4. Applicant shall base 'the accruals to depreciation 
upon spreading the or1ginalcost of the plant, 
less estimated net salvage and depreciation reserve, 
over the estimated remaining lite of the property; 
applicant shall review tbe accruals when major 
changes in plant composition occur and tor each plant 
account at intervals ot nO,t more than five years. 
Results of these reviews shall be submitted to this 
Commiss1on. ." 

The authorization herein granted will expire if not exer

cised within one year fram the date hereof. ' 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days atter 

the date hereof. 

Dated at San FrnncilleO _. ;-cal1f~;~a, this 1 ~ , 
day or £,./.-A-:" A' _~ .;j",./ , 19.,C\ .- __ "U 

/ ( ~ ,;-f 1jI/J1 ' 
CUkdCtd:z~("~, ). 

" rj' ~ I ; Hes1den,t· 

Q4 J 

Commissioners 

COl.mdssio'tlcr ..•.•••••••• e~~ .. ~!~Y. .••••••.• be1nF.l: 
noc"' .... ~r·~ 1~' ~~ .. ~ ... ", '.' d t ~ ... ~ 1 t "' ........ , ~ ., .... ~ ...... , .'~ l~~ no :p",r~ ... c 'Po. a 
in the dis~o~itioL of this ~roeeeding. 
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APPLIC.A.:&It IT! 

APPENDlX A 
PagEl 1 or 3 

Se!lodule NO.1 

GMP..At METERED SERVICE 

Appliea'bl~ to all mete!'ed wtor serviee. 

TERRITORY 

-
!'he unincorporated subdi mion ko.own as Valley GardEll:S, 'l'raet No. 213, 

and v.1ciniV, situated sdje.eent to West Olive Avenue approx:lmately 5 miles 
west or Porterv-'..lle. 1\:l3.re CO"J:lty. 

Qwmtity ?a.tes: 

First 1,000 eu.ft. or less •••••••••••••••••• 
Next 2,000 eu.ft., per 100 eUeft. • ••••••••• 
Next 2,000 eu.ft., per 100 eu.ft. • ••••••••• 
Noxt 5,000 eu.ft., per 100 cu.tt. • ••••••••• 
07er 10,000 eu.rt., per 100 ou.tt. • •••••••• 

M1n1mum Chuge: 

For 5/8 x 3/4-ineh meter 
For 3/4-ineh meter 
For l-inch meter 
For l,.inehmeter 
For 2-ineh meter 

••.•............... 
•••..•.•..•........ 
•....•............. 
••.•.............•• 
.•.•.•............. 

The M1n~ Charge 1lUl entitle the customer 
to the quantity of water 'IoThieh that min1muII1 
charge w1ll purchase at the Quantity Rates. 

Per Meter 
m';r Mom·b 

$ 3.00 
.20 
.18 
.15 
.12 

3.00 
4.00 
6.00 

13 .• 00 
16.00 
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APPLICABn.m 

APPENDIX A 
Page 2 of 3 

Schedule No. 2R 

RESIDENTIAL ~ Bm; SERVICE 

Applicable to all water service 1"'Ilrn1shed to residential customers on a 
nat rate basiD. 

TERRrrORY 

The unincorporated subdivision known a.s Valley Gardens, Tract No. 213, 
and vicinity, situated adjacent to West Olive Avenue approximately' 5 miles 
wet of Porterville, More County. 

For eaeh single famlly residence ineluding 
premises not exceeding 10,000 sq.ft.1n area 

a. For eaoll 100 sq.ft. of area in 
excess of 10,000 sq.ft. • ••••••••••••• 

b. For each evaporative tYPe cooler, in 
a.ddi tion to regular flat rates, during 
the months of Jwe, July, Augtl:It and 
September: 

None1rculating type ••••••••••••• 
Ctrculating type •••••••••••••••• 

It .... , •• 

SPECIAL CONDITION:) 

Per Serviee Connection 
J)ftr Month 

.03 

.75 

.25 

1. All service not eovered by the above classification wlll be furnished 
Oxlly on a metered ba.5is. 

2. Charges for air eoolers v.Ul. apply as provided in the above schedule 
except in those eases "'he~ the ~tomer not1f'ies the utility~ in 'Wr1ting~ 
~eh months during the above period any air eooler v1ll not be in serviee, 
and providi:ng that such 'I.lrlit is 'diseocnected during said months subject to 
iwpection by utility representative. 

3. t-t.eters may be installed a.t option of ut1l1ty or customer for above 
classif1ce.t101l in ..,hieh event service thereafter vm be rendered only on the 
basis of Sehedule No.1, General·Metered Semee. 
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APPLICABn,I'r.r 
'Ok .... , .... 

APPENDIX A 
Page 3 of 3 

Scbedule No. 5 

FIP~ HYDRANT SERVICE -

Awlloa'b~e to f'1re hydrant. ge~oe 1\:rrn18hed. to <luJ.y organ:1.:zec1 or ::1nooX"
porated tire d~tr1ets or other political subdiVisions of the State. 

TERRITORY 

The unincorporated su'bdi.vi:!l1on known as Vel.le,. Gardens, Tract. No. 2l.3, 
and v1c1n1ty, situated adjace::lt to itlest Olive Avenue approximately 5 miles 
vest of Porterville, 'l'ulare County. 

Per Month 

For each hydrant •••••••••••••••••••••••• $1.50 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. The cost. or the installation and. ma.intenance or hydrants w:Ul be 
borne by the utility. 

2. The ut:U1ty vill supply oDly such 'Water at such preesure as may be 
ava:Uab1e £'rom time to time as a result or its normal ot:8rat1on or its water 
system. 


