
':52709 Decis.ion No. _____ _ 

. . 
.," . 

BEFOP~ THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

.-
GUS SOLDAVINI I ) 

_ .. 
) 

Complainant" ) 
) 

vs. ) 

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TEIEGRAPH ~ 
COMPANY~ ) 

. , .~' . 

Case No. 5704 

Defendant. l 
Harry v. teppe~, tor complainant. Pillsbury, Madison 
& SUiro and. Lawler .. Felix & Hall" by L. B. Conant, tor 
defendant. 

OPINION 
-~-- .... - .... 

The complaint, filed on December 7, 1955, alleges that 

Gus Soldavini, complainant herein, owns and o~erates a cafe busi­

ness at 960 South Gehart (sic) Avenue; Los Angeles, Cali1'orn1aj 

that there is located therein a telephone,w1th the number PArkview 

1-6783; that on or about November 21, 1955, the defendant The 

Pacitic Telephone and Telegraph Company removed sa1d telephone 

trom said premises on an alleged ordarot the. police authorities 

asserting that said telephone was used tor booking; that said 

charge is false; and that said telephone is used exclusively in 

operating t1e cate. The complainant requests that the defendant 
"' .. 

be forthwith ordered to restore the telephone ·service • 
. ', 

On December 20 .. 1955 .. the telephone c?mpany filed an 
. .... .. . ~ , ' , , 

answer; the principal allegation or which was·tha.t pursuant to 

Decision No. 4141S1 d~ted Apr1l 6; 1948, in Ca.se No. 4930 (47 Cal. 
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c. 5704 - 'Am 

P.U.C.',853) defendant on or about November 21, 1955, h.ad rea.son­

abl~ cause to believe tha.t the telephone servicefurn1shed by 

defendant under number PArltview 1-6783 at 960 South Gerhart Ave-

nue, Los Angelos" Cali.forni.a., was being or was to be used as an 

instrumentality directly or indirectly to violate or to a.id and 

abet the violation or the la.w. 

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles before Examiner 

Kent C. Rogers on February 14, 1956, and the matter wassubm1tted. 

The complainant testified that he owns and opera.tes a 

cafe at 960 South Gerhart, Los Angeles; tl:lat he has been in 'busi­

ness at that location tor ten years; that'some time prior to 

Novem'ber 21" 1955, police officers entered his placeot business 

and placed hilt. undoI' arrest; that the officers found no be'tting 

paI'aphernalia, and received no telephone call~; that the ~fficers 

removed the telephone; that he has nevor used the telephone to 

place bots or to receive bets; that to his knowledge no employee 

ever used the telephone to place or to receive bets; and th'a.t he 

needs the telephone to conduct his business. 

Exhibit No. 1 is a copy of a letter from the Sheriff or 

Los Angeles County to the telephone company requesting that the 

telephone t"a.c11ities be disconnected. A supervising special agent 

of the telephone company testified that this,letter was received 

on November 14, 19551 and a central office disconnection was ef-. 
teeted shortly thereatter l pursuant to that request. The POSition 

of the telephone oompany \'las that it ,had acted..with reasonable 

cause in d1sC'onneot1ng the telephone serVice inasmuch a..s '1 thad 

reeei ved the le"tter deSignated as Exhibit NO.1. 
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After a consideration of this record. we now find. that 

the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause 

as that term is used in Decision No. 4l4lS, reterred to supra. 

We further find that there is no evidence that complainant was 

engaged in, was directly connected with, or permitted, the 

telephone to 'be used tor illegal purposes. Tho complainant is 

entitled to restorat~on or telephone ~ervice. It will be 30 

ordered. 

ORDER - - - --
The complaint of Gus Soldavini aga.inst The Paoific' 

Telephone and Telegraph Comp~y, a corporation, having been 

tiled, a public hearing having been held thereon, the Commission 

being tully advised in the pre~ses and basing its de~ision upon 

the evidence of record and the ~1ndings herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph 

Company be, and it hereby is, directed to forthwith restore 

telephone serVice to complainant at 960 South Gerhart Avenue, 
, , 

I 

Los A.ngeles, California, under number PArkv1ew 1-6783, pursuant 
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, 

to. 

The e~teet1vc date o~ th1~'order shall be twenty days 

atter toe d.a te here of • 

Dated at .Sa.n Franclseo .. ) Ca.lifornia, 
! Z7J_ ;?;h _. ~fI' / this ___ ~ ____ dri.y or -". -~~, 1956. 

(~" j.WJ~\..J \ 
\;~r./,e;nX/'~/ / .. ' ' '', 

. \ 4.: , \ Pre's i den'€. 

'$ -~ !GA <..<...P-/ 
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