
e 
A.37839 :::L 

Deci:::10n No. 

BEFOft::: THE ?tJ.8LIC UTILI'!I7~8 CmU"J.ISSIOliJ OF THE Sl'AT:S (W C:\LlrO~~JIA 

In the :'1iittcr of the Ap,licr::t:lon of ) 
GTI:ORGE VI. Pl~ICI~STT,) ':In inc11v1,~ual> : 
doing bu~iness as paICK~TT T~~K ) 
LINES, to $ell i.J.Ilc' l'1El~C:'1..PJ~TS BX?83SS: 
OF C.t'\LI::'Oc')JHA, ~ cor'·'or.:'t:ton J to ) 
nurchnse '''etrolc'lJl'll irrC'l"';ul~r route : 
carrier certificc.te t,nd'" C(~uj.'iuont. ) 

--~~------ ... ---------
OPINION ~ QKCER 

A';)"J11c}ltion 
No. 3'"18~9 

George \or .. Prickett, a,plic~nt ~lcre1n1 is a. !,ctroleuln 

i:-rcguls.r routz car!'ier oper~ting in Californi.::. und,¢r's ccrti!'ic~tc 

of public conv0nicnce o.nd necessity grc,ntcd by Decision i~o. 45212 .l' 

dated Januc.ry ;, 1951. In this procc(!('i.ing he rC'r,)orts he dC:Jir0$ 

to retire from the t1"'UClting b~Jsiness ="nd he set~ks authorize..tion 

to sell his o"'cr~t1vc, rights .:mel eight units of ta.."l1:: eC!,ui;."\r!Jent to 

$.30)000. 

Herchc.nts E:::r.>rcs~, of C"-liforniD. is 0. Californ1" cor

poration cng='.gcd as i;.!. !ligh'tTaY COInmon cz.rrier of freigl"l.t gener~.lly 

between Srln Fr;,;:.r.e1seo and ~~o1nts 111 Southern Co.11forni~ over 

Highi-T£l.YS 99 and, 101. It is controlled by 1n~,1vid1.}o.ls '1-,1'10 hc.ve 

been in the trtlckiL1: business for :',~~\ny yc~rs ;;.nd i t :tp~.,c~,rs to 

be in Co fin~,nci.;'.l ':iOSi tion \orhich $: :ou1cl be ~c1c('fl.'c.. t~ to I?l1.c.blo it 

to t~kc over an(~ to continue the OYCT.',,:.tionz of Georsc 't~. 

?r1c;}.cett. 

u,on. reviewing th1S rua.tter we ,' .. re of the opinion" :::tnd 

so tind, thr.t the tro,nsfer 'l.,rill not be o/(verse to the 'j)ublj,c 

interest. An,lic.mts ::~ re ;)laced on notice thc.t C'.:lCrl, tivc l"ights,l 

~s cuch, do not constitvte a class of property '~1cb ~cy be 
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c~~1tal1zed or use~ ns an element or value in rate fixing for any 

amount of money in exees~ of the.t orilinally :9t.id to the sto.te .:'.S 

the consider1!t1on for the g::ant of such rights. fl :::10.e from their 

~ul'ely 1,ermis~1ve .:lspect" they extend to the holder 0. .:!\'ll or 

?artial mono~oly of a c1~s~ vf business ~ve:: C ',articular route. 

This i'rJonopoly feature nay be changed or destroyed at any time by 

t."'e stD.te, '~hich. is not in ~ re:::",ect lil1li tee as to the number of 

rights which m~y be eiven. 

!n our o,1nion a public ho~::inz is not nccoss~ry in 

th::.s l'1atter; th.e::e!'orc" 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED as folloi·rs: 

1. George W. Prickett, an 1ndiv1~ual ~oinz business ns 

Prick~tt Tanl~ Lines, 1'!"~.y transfer h.is r)etrolcum 1rregulo,r route 

c~rrier cert1fic3.t~ a."'ld equi~l1lent to Merchants E:epress of 

California, r. cor!'>orztion. 

2. On :'lot less thc.n five d~.ys' notice to the C"mr.'ission 

and to the public, effective concurrently ,dth the consummation of 

t11C tro.nzi'or herein :luthorizccl,1 a:?plic.::mts shall su),':-lcment or 

reissue the t~riffs on ~ilc ~'ith the Commission namine r~tes~ 

rules and r0zulation::; governing the o',)8r<..'.tions here invoJ.ver~ to 

shoi" th.C!.t George 1-1. Pricl<ctt has ,.1'1 thdro."ffl or c:"""lcclletl r:.nd tb.~t 

Herchants E~rcss of California has ~cl.Ol)tcd or I:)st~.blished, as 1 ts 

o~m,l z~icl r~.tcs ~ rul~s $nc. re~ulat1ons. The tariff fi11n~c "::ade 

pursuc.nt to thiS orclcr shall c~ro~ily 1.."'). t.ll respects 'Hi th the 

re~1~t1ons governing the construction and filins of tariffs set 

forth in the Commission's Gener~.l Or~er lilo~ 80. 

:3. The a.ction tal:en herein sh;lll not be construed to 

be So finding of value of th~ pro',crt1cs herein .=i.uthorizeo to be 

tr.:nsfcrred. 
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4. The authority h~r~1n ert~ted ~~ll ~eeocc effective 

'0 duys fror.". the de.to hereol'. If not eX0rcise~1'!I such c'1)'thcJr1ty 

shall ex~ire Se?te~bcr 30, 1~56. 

Do. ted \? t Sn.n Fmntl:~ ) this 

or /) I ~~,~ ) 1956. 
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