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S?9!~8"" Docision No. __ '-__ "-_" 

BEFORE TFfE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAtI?OBNIA 

In th~ Mnttor of the Application of ) 
J. F. Gowdy" dba Kawoah Wator Company,) 
for a certificato of public conVen- } 
ioneo nnd nocossity to opor~to a public) Application No. 37693 
ut11ity wator systom and to establish ) 
r~tos for water servico in an unincor- ) 
pornted area adjoining the City of ) 
Visalia, California, known as Tract ) 
No. 214. ) 

J. F. GOWd~, in propria persona, for app11cant. 
W. B. Stra ley, for tho Commission ~taff. 

o PIN ION -- .... -----
This application WQS filed on January 26, 1956. Publie 

he3.rin~ wa.s held beforo Exam1nor Powor at Visalia. on April 3" 1956. 

Applicant and the con'cractor who installed tho systom testified 

in support of tho application. An en~1ne0~ from the Commission's 

staft assisted in dovolopin~ the record. 

Applicant testifiod tha.t his wife l Esther Gowdy" has an 

interest in Kaweah wator Company end requested that her name appear 

in the srant of a certificate. This will be done. 

A certificate is requested for Dn area consistine of 

approximatoly 20 ~eres, located about li miles west or the 

corpornte limits of the City of Visalia adjacent to Fourth Avenue 

West, near Highway No. 198. Th1s area has been subdivided into 

47 residential lots which average about 12,000 square teet in area. 

The subd1vis1on is identified as Tract No. 214" Tulare County. 

It is looatod in the NEi ot the NW~ of Section ~5, T18S" R24E, 

l!.t. Diablo Base and Meridia.n. 

At the present time there is no public utility water 

service available in this immediate area. There is a small public 

utility system serving approx1mately one m1le to the northeast. 
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California Water Service Company's Visalia district serves within 

li milos to tho east. There is a mutual company whose system 

approaches to a point 1/4 mile from the subdivision. 

Description of System 

The water 5upply for this system will be obtninod from a 

well equipped With a 20-hp electr1cally driven deep-well turb1ne 

pump capable or producins an estimated 565 gallons of water per 

minute aga1nst 40 pounds' system pressure. A hydropneumatic 

pressure tank of 2,OOO-gallon capacity will be Situated at the 

well. 

Tho distribution system will consist of about 3,140 feet 

of 4-1nch diameter dipped and wrapped 10-gauge steel pipe. Service 

connections will be 1 inch in diameter. Applicant indicates the 

cost of the proposed facilities to ~e as follows: 

Rates 

Land at well Site, estimo.ted .••••.•••.•• ~;; 
Well, 10-inch diameter, 150 feet deep ••• 
Pump and pressure tank, installed ••••••• 
3,140 teet, 4-inch, 10-gauge D&W main, 

47 l-inch service connections, 

750.00 
685.85 

3,302.92 

£1 re hydra nts .................... '" ...•. 5,191.23 
;r9, 9!0 .00 

Applicant has requested a basic flat rate charge of 

f.3.50 with an additional charee for oach 100 square feet of area 

in excess of 7 , 500 square feet and extra charges for water coolers 

during a 5-month summer per1od. App11cant -intends to furnish water 

on a flat rate basis; however, meter rates have also been requested. 

The following order w11l adopt a basic flat rate of 

~3.50 per month applicable to a lot or 12,000 square teet, which 

is near the average lot size in Tract No. 214. The remaining 

rates, including the meter rates w1ll be adjusted to conform to 

the flat rate minimum. 
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Financos 

App11cant's system has ~een financed by h1s personal 

fund~ and by a bank loan. A personal f1nancial statement attached 

to the application shows that applic~nt has ample tunds to 

1n~titute and carryon the propo~ed oervice. 

The Commiss~on is of the opinion and finds that public 

convenience and necessity requ1re that the sought author1ty be 

grnnted. It further finds tha.t the r9.t~s sot forth in Appendix "A" 
attached hereto are fair and reasonable. 

The certificate of public convenience and necessity 

granted in and ~y the following order 1s subject to the following 

prov1s1on of law: 

That the Commission shall have no power to 
nuthorize the capita11zation of this certif1-
cate of public conven1ence and necessity or 
the right to own, operate or enjoy such 
certificate of pUblic convenience and neces­
sity for any amount of money in excess of 
the amount (exelusive of any tax or annual 
charge) actually paid to the State as con~ 
siderat10n for the issuance of such certif1cate 
of pub11c conven1ence and necess1ty or r1ght .. 

o R D E R - - - --
The above-entitled application having been considered) 

a public hearing hav1ng been held, the matter having been subm1tted 

and now being ready for deCiSion, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that n certificate of public con­

venience and necessity be ~d it is hereby granted J. F. Gowdy 

and Esther Gowdy, doing businosz as Kaweah Water Company, to 

construct and operate a public utility system for the d1stribution 

and sale or water within the territory hereinbefore described. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED o.s follows: 

1. Applicant is authorized to file, after the 
effective date of this order, the rates set 
forth in Appendix A attached to this order, 
to be effective on or before the date service 
is first rendered to the public, together 
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with rules and tariff service area map accepta­
ble to this Commission and in accordance with 
the requirements of General Order No. 96. Such 
rates, rules and tariff service area map shall 
become effective on five days' notice to the 
Commiss1on and the public atter t111~~ as 
hereinabove provided. 

2. Applicant shall notify this Commission, in 
writing, of the date service is first rendored 
to the public under the rates and rules author~ 
ized herein, within ten aays therearter~ 

3~ Applicant shall file within forty days after 
the system i~ placod in operation tour copies 
of a comprehensive map, drawn to an indicated 
scale not smaller than 100 feet to the inch, 
delineatin~ by appropriate markings the various 
tracts of land ~d territory served; the 
principal water production, storage and d1str1-
b'\ltion tac111 tie s; and the location of the 
various water system properties of applicant. 

4. Applicant ~hall base the accruals to deprecia-
tion upon spread1nz the ori~innl cost of the 
plant, loss eot1matod not salvage and deprecia­
tion reserve, over the e~timated remaining life 
Q~ tho prQperty; appl1cant ~hall review th6 
accrua.ls when major changes in plant compoe1tio,n 
occur and for each plant account at intervals of 
not more'than fivo years. R~sults or these reviews 
shall be subm1tted to this CommiSSion. 

The authorization herein ~rantod will expire if not 

exercised within one year trom the date hereof. 

The effective da.te of this order shall be twen t~,. days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated a.t __ &n __ Fnn_dsco ____ , Ca11torn1o., this;24' "fit da.y 

, 1956. 

oners 
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APPLICABUITY 

AFPENDIX A 
F.9.8e 1 or 3 

Schociule No. 1 

GENERAL lvll:.'TERED SERVICE 

Applieaole to all metered water ~rv1ee. 

TERRITORY 

Tract No. 214 loc~ted in an unincorporatea areA immodiatcly northwest 
01" the intersection or Fourth Avenue Wo~t llJ'ld. Myrtle Avenue, approx:i..ms.tely 
1-1/2 miles west of the City of Vi~alia, Tulare County. 

Q\Wlt1ty .Ro:I.tee: 

First 1,000 cu.!t. or less ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Next 2,000 cu.!t., per 100 cu.ft ••••••••••••••••• 
Next 2,000 eu.rt., ~r 100 cu.ft ••••••••••••••••• 
Next 3,000 eu.rt., per 100 cu.tt ••••••••••••••••• 
uver 8,000 cu.ft., per 100 eu.rt ••••••••••••••••• 

l>'linimum Charge: 

For 5/13 x 3/4-ineh meter •••••••••.•.••••••••••.•• 
For 3/4~1neh :eter .~., ••..•.••.••..•...•••• 
For l~inch meter •••••••••.•.•.••..•••.• ~. 
For 1-1/2-inch meter .............................. . 
For 2-ineh meter ••••• ~ ••.•..•.••.•.•.•••• 

The Minimum Charge will entitle the customer 
to the quantity of water which thAt minimum. 
charge will purchase at th() Quantity Ratee .• 

Per i.'feter 
per :t-!onth 

$3.00 
.20 
.18 
.15 
.12 

$ 3.00 
3 .. $0 
4.50 
7.00 

10.00 
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APPLICABILITY 

APfENDJX A 
Page 2 01' 3 

Sched\lle No. 2R 

RESIDENTIAL ~ ~ SERVICE 

Applicable to all wator oervice fUrnished to rEl:s1dential c').stomer~ on 
~ flat ra.te bB.~i~: 

TERL1ITORY 

Tract No. 214 located 1n an unincorporated a.rea immedia.t~ly northwest 
of the intersection of Fourth Avenue West and Myrtle Avenue) approximately 
1-1/2 miles west 'of the City of Visalia, Tulare County. 

R,,,TES -

For each single f~ly residence, including 
premises not ~xceeding 12,000 s~.ft. in a.rea 
a. In addition, tor e~ch lOO s~.tt. of area 

of premi~es in exce~s of 12,000 s~.tt .... 
b. In addition, for each evaporative-type 

air cooler during the five-mQnth period 
i~ through September, inclusive: 

water recireulating type •.• ' •.••••••••• 
iJater wastins type ••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

Per Sorvice Cor~oction 
per Month 

.03 

.25 

.50 

1. The above residential flat rate charges apply to service connoctions 
not larser than one ineh in diameter. 

2. All ~ervice not covered by the above claseifieation will be furniShed 
only on a metered basis. 

3. Charges for air coolers will apply as :provided in the above schedule 
except in tho:e cases where the eu~tomer notifies the utility in writing 
which month~ during the above t:)eriod an.y air cooler '.dll not be in service" 
and provici1ng that ~ch un1t is dieeonnected. during sa.id month~ ::Iubject to 
inspection by utility representative~. 

4. Meters may be in:!talled a.t option of utility or cu:ltomer for a.bove 
cla.ssification in which event service thorea!ter will be rendered only on 
the basi:! of ~ohedule No.1, General Metered Service. 
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AFPLICABn.ITY 

APPENDIX A 
Page 3 of 3 

Schedule No. 5 

PUSlI C ~ HYDRANT SERVICE 

Applicable to firo hydrant servic~9 furnished to municipalities" duly 
organized or incorporated rire dietricts or other political subdivisions of 
the State. 

TERRITORY 

Tract No. 214 located 1n an unincorporated area immediately northwo5t 
of the intersection of Fourth Avenue W05t and Myrtle Avenue, apprOXimately 
1-1/2 miles west of the City or Visalia, Tulare Co~~ty. 

Per Month 

For each wharf type or steamer type hyclrs.nt .......... ::ill. 50 

SPECIAL CONDITION' 

The utility will supply only such wa.ter at such pre:!lsure as may be 
available from time to time ac a result or i te normal operation of the system. 


