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Deci~ion !~o. 52981. o RIGllll 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FRED L. WALLS, 

V~. ) 

TEE ?ACIFIC T~LEPHONE AND 'I'ELEGRA?H ~ 
CO!,r?Al~) 0. cor?ora tion, ) 

) 
Dofondo.nt. ) 

------------------------------) 

Caso Ho. S737 

Frod L. W~ll~, in propria persona. 
Piil~6ury) lGdison ~d Sutro, and Lawler, 

Felix and Hall, by L. B. Connr.~, for defondant. 

o ? I N I 0 1'T ----- .... - ... -

The co.~~laint of Frod L. Wo.llo .. tiled on x.farch $, 19$6, 

allogo~ tho.t thore was a tolephone looated at $403 South Broadway, 

Lo~ Ansele~, California., which was rOl'llovod from the prox:lisos 

'beoo.u::Jo of somethinr; which did not involve the complainant; that 
• 

complQ,lnant was operatinG a. lawtul business whioh includes deliv­

ery service; and tha.t complainant's delivery bUsiness has been 

impairod by the lo~s of his telephone servioe. He prays that 

telephone service be restored to the premises. 

On r'lIarch 22, 19$6, the telephone company filed an 

answer tho ,rinci~o.l allesation of which wa.s that pursua.nt to 

Decision l~o. 4141S, dated April 6, 1948, in Case l~o. 49.30 (47 Cal. 

?u.c. 8S3), derendant, on or aoout September 13, 1955, had 

reasonable cause to believe that the telephone service furnished 
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by detendant under number Ptea~ant 2-6327 at 5403 South BroadwaYJ 

Los Angeles, California, was being or was to be used as an instru­

~entality directly or indirectly to violate or to aid and abet 

the violation of the law. 

A public hear1newas held in Loo ~~geles before 

Examiner Kent C. Rogers on Apr11 11, 1956, and the matter was 

submitted. 

The coril~jlainant testified that he resides at 324 West 

54th Street, Los Angeles, California; that ,rior to and since 

September 9, 19S5, he has occupied and maintained a shoo repair 

and manufacturing business at 5403 South Broadway, Los Ange~ s, 

California; that on that date he had a telephone and an exten­

sion on the premiseo under number PLeasant 2-6327; that on that 

date and for about two years prior thereto he had an employee 

named. Vlalter O'Neil workinc on th.e premise::!; that on that date 

he left the premises on bu~1ness about noon and when he returned 

police officers had taken out the tele~hone and extension; that 

they usl-;;ed him it he wa.s making book on the premises and he said 

no; tha.t he has not had a telephone since tha.t day; and that he 

needs a telephone in his business. On cross-examinat1on the com­

,la.inant testified that he had been ill and out of his place of 

businoss for about five months prior to September 6, 19S5, and 

returned to work on that date; that there were no betting markers 

on the prerni=e9 on September 9, 19$$, but thore wa~ a ~cratch 

sheet; that he uood to bet on the hor~es but no longer does; that 

on the day ot the arrest he had not bet on the horses but his 

e~~loyee admitted he had. 
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Exh1b1t l~o. 1 is a. copy of a. letter da.ted September 12, 

1955, from the Conwander of tho Administrative Vice Div1sion of 

the Los Angeles Police Department to the telephone company 

requesting that the complainant's telephone facilities be dis­

connected. An employee of the telephone company testified that 

this letter was received on Sept~mber 13, 19$$, and a central 

orfice disconnection VIas effected pursuant to that request. The 

position of the telephone company was that 1t had acted with 

reasonable cause in disconnecting the telephone service inasmuch 

as it had rece1ved the letter deSignated as Exhibit No.1. 

After cons1deration of this record we now f1nd that 

the telephone company's action wa! based upon reasonable cause 

as that term is used in DeCision No. 41415, referred to supra. 

Vle further tind the. t thore is no eVidence that complo.inan twas 

engased in, was directly connected with, or permitted the tele­

phone r~c1l1t1es to be used tor bookmaking or other illegal 

activities. Tb.eretore, the complainant is now entitled to 

restoration of telephone serv1ce. 

. . 

The complaint or Fred L. Walls against The Pacific 

Telephone and Telegraph Company, a corporation, having been tiled; 

a :9ub1ic hea.r-ing having been held thereon" the Commission being 

fully advised in tho premises and basing its decision upon the 

eVidence ot recorQ and tho findings herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that complainant's request for restora­

t10n of telephone service be granted, and that, upon the tiling 

by the complainant ot an application tor telephone serVice, 
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The Pacific Telephono and Telegraph Company shall in5tall tele­

phone service at complainant's place or bU51ness at 5403 South 

Broadway~ Los Angeles, Calirornia, such 1n~tallation being Bub­

ject to all duly author1zed rules and regulations or the telephone 

company and to the ex1stinz applicable law. 

The effective date ot this order ~~ll be twenty day5 

after the date hereof. 

Do. ted at ____ ..:::Snn::;:::;;..;,;Fro.n;.;.;.;.._C.1Ii_oliC_O ______ , C 1l11torn1a. ~ 

this liZ: day 


