Decision No. 52981. QRHQ‘NQL

SEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

FRED L. WALLS,
CQmplainant,

vs, Casc No. 5737

THE PACIFIC TLLEPHONE AND TALEGRAPH
COLPANY, a corvoration,

Defeondant.

Frod L. Wallsg, in propria porsona.
illsoury, iadison and Sutro, and Lawler,
Felix and Hall, by L. B. Conant, for defendant.

O2INIOW

The complaint of Frod L. Walls, filed on March 5, 1956,
alleges that there was a tolephone located at 5403 South Broadway,
Los Angeles, California, which was removed from the pronisos
because of something which did not involve the complainant; that
complainant wa; operating a lawful business which includes doliv-
ery service; and that complainant's delivery business has been
Ipaired by the loss of his telephone service. XHe prays that
telephone seréice be rostored to the premises.

On ilareh 22, 1956, the telephone company filed an
answer the »rincipal allegation of which was that rursuant to

" Decision No. L1L15, dated April 6, 1948, in Case Ko. L930 (b7 Cal.

P.U.C. 853), defendant, on or adout September 13, 1955, had

reasonable cause to belleve that the telephone service furnished
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by defendant under number Pleasant 2-6327 at 5403 South Broadway,
Los Angeles, Califernia, wes belng or was to be used as an instru-

Dentality directly or indirectly to violate or to aid and abet
the violation of the law,

A public hearing was held in Log Angeles before
Ixeniner Xent C. Rogers on April 11, 1956, and the matter was
submitted,

The complainant testifled that he resides at 32 Vest
Slth Street, Los Angoles, California; that »rior to end since
Septermber 9, 1955, he has occupied and meintained a shoo repalr
and manufacturing dbusiness at 5403 South Broadway, Los Angels s,

California; that on that date he had a telephone and an exten-

slon on the premises under number PLeasant 2-6327; that on that

dato and for about two years prior thereto he had an employee
named Valter O'Nell worlting on the premises; that on that date

he left the premises on business about noon and when he returned
police officers had taken out the telephone and extension; that
they asked him 1f he was making book on the premises and he said
no; that he has not had a telephone since that day; and that he
needs a telephone in his business. On cross-examination the come-
»lainant testifled that he had been 11l and out of his place of
business for about five months prior to September &, 1955, and
returned to work on that date; that there were no betting markers
on the premises on September 9, 1955, but thore was a serateh
sheet; that he used to bet on the horses but no longer does; that
on the day of the arrest he had not bet on the horses but his
erployee admitted he had,
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Zxhibit No. 1 1s a copy of a letter dated September 12,
1955, from the Commander of the Adminlstrative Vice Division of
the Los Angeles Police Department to the telephone company
requesting that the complainant's telephone facilities be dis-
connected. An employee of the telephone company testified that
this letter was received on Septomber 13, 1955, and a central

office disconnection was effected pursuant to that request., The

pPositlon of the telephone company was that 1t had acted with

reasonable cause in disconnecting the telephone service inasmuch
as 1t had received the letter designated as Exhibit No. 1,

After consideration of this record we now Iind that
the telenhone company's action was based upon reasonable cause
as that term 1s used in Decision No. L1415, referred to supra.
We further find that there is no evidence that complainant wag
engaged in, was directly connected with, or permitted the tele-
Phone facilitles to Ye used for bookmaking or other 1llegal
activities. Therefore, the complainant is now entitled to

restoration of telephone service,

The complaint of Fred L., Walls egainst The Pacific
Telophone and Telegraph Company, a corporation, having been filed,
2 public hearing having been held thereon, the Commission being
fully advised in the premises and dbasing 1ts decision upon the
evidence of record and the findings herein,

IT IS ORDERED that complainant's request for rostora-
tlon of telephone service be granted, and that, upen the filing

by the complainent of an application for telephone service,
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The Pacific Telephono and Telegraph Company shall install tele-

phone service at complalnant's place of business at 5403 south
Broadway, Los Angeles, Calirornia, such Installatlion being sub-
Ject to all duly authorized rules and regulatlions of the telephone
company and to the exlsting applicable law.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereef,

Dated at San Francisco ' , California,

this J ,# day of ,/_Wﬂjz , 1956.
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