
::>ecision No. ------
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES C01v1l'AISSION OF XIm STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

VE?.NA CARTER, 

vs. 

) 
) 

Co..::o No. 5721 
Complo.1n=t,· I 

TEE PACIFIC TELEPHOlllE AND ) 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY, ~ corpor~tion, ~ 

Dofondc.nt. ) 

--------------------------) 
Geor~e B1~ck, for comp1o.in~nt. 
?i1lsbur:r, lvio.d1.::on & Sutro, :md L~w1or, Folix 

& Ho.ll, by L. B. Con~t, for defendant. 

The complaint horein, filed on Febru~y 1, 1956, by com­

plainant, Vorno. Co.rter, alleges that'on or about Deeember 30, 195$, 
ofticers trom the Culver City Polico Department and the Sheriff1s 

oftice of the County of Los Angeles removed 0. certain telephone, 

the number of Which was VErmont 8-5770, from complainant's resi­

dence at 3639 Schaeffer, Culver City, Ca.lifornia; that said officers 

o.lleged thc.t complainant 1 S ::Ion-in-lo.w, Cho.rles Tripp Welborn, was 

tak1ng or had taken bets on horse races over ::laid telephone; that 

the arresting officers did not obtain a complaint against said 

Cha~le3 Tripp ~elborn and he was released without being prosecutcd; 

that complainant had no knowledge of any bookmaking ~et1vities by 

her son-in-law and would not permit such activities in her homo; 

that said Charles Tripp Welborn wa.s only living in her home until 

such ttmo as he ¢o~d obtain a home for himself and his wife, 
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compla1nant's daughter; that s~id Charles Tripp Welborn no longer 

resides on the premises; and that complainant has a great need tor 

the telephone service nnd is s~rering serious discomfort in the 

loss or use ot the telephone. 

On Fcbruary 7, 19S6, by Decision No. $2$99, in Case No. 

S271~· this COmmission 1ssued an crder directing the tele~)hone 

co~pany to restore service to complainant pending a hearing in 

the matter. 

On February 17, 1956, tho telephone compnny tiled an 

~wer, the principal allegation of Which was that the telephone 

company, pursuant to Decision No. 41415, datGd April 6, 1948, in 

Case No. 4930 (47 CIll. P.U.C. 8S3) h,ad reasonable cause til believe 

that the telephone service furn1shed to complainant under number 

VEr,Qont 8-5770 at 3639 Schaeffer street, CulVer City, California, 

\"la.tJ being or VIas to bo used as an 1nstrumentality d1rectly or 1n­

diroctly to violate or to aid and abot the violation of the law. 

A public heor1ng was held in Los Angoles, California, 

before Examiner Kent C. Rogers on April 11, 1956, and the matter 

W:l.S suomi tted. 

The compla~~t, Verna Carter, testitiod that she resides 

at 3639 Schaefrer Street, Culver City, California; that she works; 

that for nbout three or ~our months prior to December 30, 195$, her 

son-in-law and her daughter were residing at complainant's home; 

that on December 30, 19$$, in her absenc~ the police arrested her 

~on-in-law, Charles Tripp Welborn, for bookmaking; that the cha.rges 

were later dismissed; that immediately atter the arrest her son-in. 

law moved and she has not seen him since; that she was not awaro 
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that the telephone was boing used for bookmaking purposes; and that 

she cares tor ch1ldren at her home and needs a telephone. 

A sergeant in the' Los Angeles County Sheriff's oft1ce 

Vice Detail test1f1ed that on December 30, 1955, he and other depu­

ties and members of the Culver City Police Department went to the 

complainant t s premises nt 3639 Schaerter Street, Culver City, at 

about 3 p.m.; that through a window he observed Charles Tripp 

Welborn at a table with a telephon~ and a plate; that Charles Tripp 

Welborn refused to admit the officers and they broke in the door; 

that all viSible markings had been removed trom the plate with 

lighter fluid; that the complainant was not present; that the offi­

cer remained on the premises about one and one-half hours and re­

ceived several bets on horse races over the telephone; that Charlo3 

Tripp Welborn sa1d he had been 1Ttaking actioxi' tor about two days; 

that the telephono WaD removed and Charles Tripp Wolborn was 

booked ,on SUSpicion ot bookmaking; and that tho D1strict Attorney 

re~used to 1ssue a complaint and Charles Tripp Welborn was released. 

Exhibit No.1 is a copy of a letter from the Sheriff of 

Los Angeles County to the telephone company requesting that the 

telephone faci11ties in quest10n be disc~nnected. The position of 

the telephone company was that it had aoted with reasonable cause 

in d1:connecting the telephone service inasmuch as it had received 

the letter des1gnated as Exh1bit No.1. 

Atter a consideration of this record we now find that' the 

telephone eompany's action was based upon reasonable cause as'that 

term is used in DeciSion No. 4l4ls, referred to supra. We.further 

rind that there i3 no evidence that complainant was engaged in~ wns 

d1reetly connected with, or perm1tte~ the telephone faoilities to 
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be used t¢~ illegal purposes. Thererore, the oomp1ainant is now 

ent1tle~ to ~estorati~ of ~l~pbcnG service. 

o R D E R 
~-..---

The complaint of Verna C~ter ~gainst The Pacific Tele­

phone and Telegraph Comp~11 ~. corpcrationl having been filed, a 

p~b1ic hecring having been held thereon, the Commission being 

tully advised in the p~em1ses and basing its decision upon the 

evidence or record and the findings herein, 

IT IS ORDER:D that the order or the Commission in Decision 

No. $2599, dated February 7, 1956, in C~se No. $721, temporarily 

restoring telephone service to the complainant, be made permanent, 

such restoration being subject to all duly authorized rules and 

regulations of th.e telephone company Imd to the axis t1."lg applicable' 
law. 

The effective date of th1~ order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at __________ ~~~ __ ~ __________ , California, 
2X_U this - ____ L ______ day of -+ ___ ,-";"~-"",;;;,,,,,,, ____ , 19S6. 


