
Decision No. 5;)194 
ORIGllIAl 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Mater of the A~~llcatlon ) 
of PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC ) 
CO!-1PANY tor authority to increase ) 
rates applicable to natural gas ) 
service in the territory formerly ) 
served by Coast Counties Gas and ) 
Electric Company Within the ) 
State of Qa11forn1a. ) 
In the Matter of the Application of) 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC CONPANY ) 
to increase its present rates and ) 
cbarges for natural gas service in ) 
the manner and to the e~tent herein) 
set forth. ) 
In the Matter or the Application or) 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY ) 
to increase its present rates and ) 
charges for natural gas service in ) 
the manner and to the extent ) 
herein set forth. ) 
In the Matter of Application of ) 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. GAS COHPANY ) 
for a general 1ncrease in gas rates) 
under Section 454 of the Public ) 
Ut111ti~s Code. ) 
In the Matter of the Application of) 
SO'O'l'HERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY ) 
for a general 1ncrease in gas ratos) 
under Section 454 of the Public ) 
utilities Code.' ) 
In the Matter of the Application ) 
of SOUTHERN COUNTIES GAS CONPAL'TI ) 
OF CALIFORNIA for a general 1n- ) 
crease in gas rates under Section ) 
454 of the Publie Utilities Code. ) 
In the Matter of the APplicct10n ) 
of SOUTHERN COUNTIES GAS COHPA",W ) 
OF CALIFORNIA for a gGneral 1n- ) 
crease in gas rates under Section ) 
474 of the Public Utilities Code. ) 

Application No. 3~107 
(F H) 

Application No. 35256 ' 
(F H) 

Application No. 36635. 
(F H) 

Application No. 33700 
(F H) 

Application No. 34975 
Second Supplemental 

(F H) 

Application No. 33699 
(F H) 

Application No. 35742 
Second Supplemental 

(F H) 

APPEARANCES 

See Appendix A o.tt£lohed hereto 

o PIN ION -- ____ I\IIIW 

On April 14, 1953, this Commission issued DeciSion 

No. 48484 in Application No. 3~l07 authorizing Coast Counties Gos and 
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Electric to incre~se its gas rates in order to offset a contingent 

increase in the cost of gas to it. Coast Counties was merged w1th 

?~cif1c Gas and Electric Company, effective August 31, 1954, pursuant 

to authorization granted by Decision No. ,0366. 

The Pacitie Gas and Electric Company was authorized by 

Dec:sion No. ,0744 (amended Febru~ry 23, 1955, by Decision No. 51126) 

iSSU9d November 4, 1954, in Application No. 35256, and by DeciSion 

No. 51360 issued April 19, 19,5, in Application No. 36635 to increase 

its gas rates in order to offset certain contingent charges which 

El P~so Natural Gas Company had put into effect. 

The Southern California Gas Company similarly was author

izec by Dec1sion No. 47992 issued December 2, 1952, 1n Application 

No~ 33700 and by Decision No. 51359 issued April 19, 1955, in Applica

t~on No. 34975 (Second Supplemental) to increase its gas rates in 

order to offset certain contingent charges Which El Paso Natural Gas 

Com~any was to and did put into effect. 

The Southern Counties Gas Company of California likewise 

was authorized by DeciSion No. 47991 issued December 2, 1952, in 

A~p11cation No. 33699 and by DeciSion No. 51361 issued April 19, 1955, 

in Application No. 35742 (Second Supplemental) to increase its gas 

rates to offset certain contingent charges which E1 Paso Natural G3S 

Company was to and did or had put into effect. 

The offset rate increases authorized by DeciSions Nos. 

47991, 47992, 48484 and 50744 (amended by Decision No. 51126) arose 

as a result of the proceedings in F.P.C. Docket No. 0-2018 and those 

authorized by Decisions Nos. ;1359, 51360 and 51361 arose as a result 

of the proceedings in F.P.C. Docket No. 0-4769. By all of said 

Commission decisions the customers of the California gas companies 

were and are £ully protected as to POSSible refunds. 
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On Febru~ry 27, 19;6, the Sup~eme Court of the United 

Stetes rendered deeiSionS.1~,!ln1ted Gas P1pel10:,9ompany v~ Mobile 

Gas Service CorporatioRsnd Federal Power Commission, v. Mobile Gas 

Serv1Q0 Corporation, Nos. l?"and 31, :6~t~ber'-'Te:nn','1955, '"'~'nd' Federnl 

Power Commission v. Sierra P~c1f1c Power Co mpony, and. Prlc1fic G~s ~nd 

EloQtric Company v. S1~rra Pacific Power CompanZl,Nos .. ,1 and ,3;'''' 
. , 

............. L.t·· , ........... _._ ••• ~._. I • ......... _._ ~, ....... , 

October Term, 1955, the effect of which deeisions was to ra1se certa1~ 
, , ' 

questions respeeting the Jurisdietion, ,of the Federal Power Commission 

to aecept for fil!ng and reView, the ,inereased gas rate schedules of 

El Paso Natural Gas Company involved in,Federal Power Commission 

DoCket No.. G-2018 and Docket No. G-4769. On March 20, 1956, this 

Commission (the California Public Utilities Commission) issued 

orders in each of the proceedings herein reopening such proceedings 

for further hearing for the purpose of deter.mining whether any or 

all of the deeisions of this Commission previously referred to 

herein should be modified .. 

The matters were consolidated for hearing ~nd will be 

consolidated for decision. Public hearings were held before the 

Commission en bane ~nd Exnminer Wilson E. Cline in San Francisco on 

April 26, 1956, and before, Commissioner Ray E. Untereiner, 

Co~ssioner Rex Hardy, and Examiner Wilson E. Cline in Los Angeles 

on April 27, 1956. Commissioner Ray E. Untereiner presided at the 
. .' . . '. . 

hearings. On ¥~y 14, 1956, after the receipt of eertain late-

filed exhibits and after the ~iling of briefs the mattors herein, 
" , 

in so far as they related to F.P.C. Docket No. G-201S, were taken 
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under submission. The proc~odings wore loft open for th0 lntor 

consider~tion of the matters herein pertaining to F.P.C. Docket 

No. G-4769. Latc-fil~d Exhibits Nos. CF-1A, CF-9, ~nd CF-3S 

through CF-:38 ~(,; hereby made: a pert of th(. record herein. 

After full consider~tion or the record and th~ law 

involved we are of tho opinion ~nd hereby find that none of the 

decisions of this Commission previously issued heroin should 00 

modified at this t1m~. 

o R D E R - - ---
Further public hearings having been held, tho mtt€lrs 

having been considered and good cause appearing, 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. None of the decisions issued in tho proceedings hGr~in 

sooll be modifi(;d until further order of this Commission. 

2. Thoso proceedings c.re discontinuod in so far as mc.tt~rs 

pcrtcining to Fedcr~ Power Commission Dockot No. G-201S ~r0 con

cerned but ar~ held opon for the la~~r considor~tion of the m~tters 

hGrein pertaining to Fedoral Power Commission Docket No. 0-4769. 

The effective date of this order sha.ll be twenty days 

~fter the dat~ heroof. 

I California, thi 5 L~ de.: -----------------f) Datod at 

of J/~~ , 1956. 
P' 

San FranclscO 
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APPENDIX A 
Page 1 of 3 

Appearcnces in all proc~odings herein: 

F. T. Searls and John C,. Morrissey for Pacific COos 
and Eloctric Company; t. J. R0fnolds and Harry P. 
Lotton! Jr., for Southern Cali7 0rnia Gas Compo.ny; 
and 1'111 ford Springer and Frederick Dutton for 
Soutncrn Counties Gus Company of California> 
~pplican'ts. 

"Bruce Renwick, Harry W. Sturges, Jr~ and Roi11n E. 
Woodburs for Southern California Edison Company; 
Robert N, LOwry of Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison for 
California Manufacturers Association; Jos~tL1. 
Enright and Norm~n Elliott of Enright and Elliott 
and Waldo A, Gillette for Monolith Portland Cement 
Company; Paul Kayser in propria persona; W D. 
MacKay of Commercial Utility Service fo~ Ch~ilenge 
Cream & Butter Assn.; Robert E. M~ch2lski for 
City of Palo Alto; J. J. Deuel and Bert Buzzini 
for California Farm Bureau Federation; Kenneth 
~on for California Electric Power Company; 
Dion R. Holm, City Attorney, and Paul L. Beck for 
City and County of San Francisco; Oliver Rands for 
Twelfth Naval District; and Roger Arnebergh, City 
Attorney, Alan G. Campbell, Assistant City Attorney, 
and T~M. Chubb, General Manager and Chief Engineer 
of the Department of Pub11c Utilities and Trans
portation, by Alan G. Campbell for the City of 
Los Angeles, interested parties. 

Boris R. takust~ for the Commission staff. 

Additional Appearances in Application No. 341Q7 

W.E. Johns ~_nd J'~ E. Sheeks for Coast Counties Gas 
and Electric Company, applicant. 

Edson Abel for Californ1a Farm Bureau Federation 
and "vi. D. MacKay tor Gentry, Incorporated, inter
ested parties. 

Charles W, Mors for the CommisSion staft. 

Additional Appearances in Application No. 3i256. 

Robert H. ~rdes and R. W. DuVal for Pacific Gas and 
Electric Com~any, applicant. 

Thomas M. Carlson, W. E. Thompson, Grant G. C~lhoun 
and John T. Garvey for City of Richmond; John" 
Bauer for City of Palo Alto, protestants. 
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!Domas A. Toomey, Jr., for City and County of . 
San Francisco; John W. Col11er:f'orCity of 
Oakland; Edson Abel tor .Call!orn1a Farm Bureau 
Federation; and William Biddick, Jr., for 
City of Stockton, interested parties. 

Charles W. Mors and John Donovan for the 
Co~ission staff. 

Additional Appepr'ances in Application No. 3663'5 

R. H. Gerdes and R. W .. DuVal for Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company, applicant. 

Robel"t E. Michalski for City of Palo Alto; Grant C. 
Calhoun and Thomas M~ Carlson tor City of Richmond, 
and ~rt A. Boon for City of Roseville, pro
testants. 

George D. Rives of Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison 
for California :t-lanui'acturers .. Association; J. F .. 
Coakley and Bernard M .. Kinp.; for County of Alameda; 
.Tohn W. Collier and Robert E. N1_~bp.t for City 
of Oakland; Fred C. Hutchinson and Robert'T. . 
Anderson for City of Berkeley; R1chardM. Ramsey _ .. 
for City of Santa Rosa; A. Watson Conner for . 
City of Los kltos; Fred J. Groat for A. D ... 
Edmonston, State Engineer; LloydE, Cooper for 
California Pacific Utilities Company; W1lliam M. 
~ for Southwest Gas Corporation; Edson Abel . 
for Ca11f'ornio Farm Bureau Federation; w. D. NacKay. 
for Gentry Division, Consolidated Grocers Cor
poration and Sing Hop Company; William B1ddick, Jr., 
for City of Stockton; Thom~s L. McHu~h for certain 
citizens of Santa Cruz, interested parties. 

Frevman Colem~n and Charles 1-10rs for the Commission 
staff. 

Addit10nal Appearances in Applications Nos. 
33699 and 337QO. 

Rnb~rt Russell for City of Los Angeles; Clarence A. 
Winder for City of Pasadena; George D .. Rives of 
Brobeck, Phleger and Harrison for California 
Manufacturers Association; J. F. Davenport, W,' H. 
Seaman and R. J. Cahall for Southern California 
Edison Company; Commander J .. M, Beauchamp, Jr., 
for Eleventh Naval District, Legal Office~ ~:~ 
~ for Secretar~· 0:= the Army and Federal, EXeCUtive 
Agencies, Sixth Army Area; Sherman Chickering' 
of C::hickering and Gregory for San Diego Gas and 
Electric Company; W. Pr MacKay for Excharige Orange 
Products Company, interested parties. 
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Walter B. Wessells for the Commission staff. 

Additional Appearances in Application No. 349
4
75 

<Second Supplemental) and ~pplication No. 357 2 
(Second Supplemental) 

Robert W. Russell for the City of Los Angeles; Georg~ 
D. Rives of Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison for California 
Manufacturers Association; Jesse E. Jacobsen· for City 
of Banning; Henry E. Jordan for City of Long Beach; 
W. D. MacKay for Exchange Orange Products Company; 
John Bury for Southern C311fornia Edison Company; 
Preston Turner for City of Anaheim; Jean t. V1ncenz 
for County of San Diego; Clarence A. Winder and 
Frank L. Kostlan for City of Pasadena; Edwin Goodwin 
for Hollywood Consumers League, interested parties. 

Charles W. Mars and Theodore Stein for the Commission 
staf~. 

Additional Appearances in Application No. 35742 
(Second Supplemental) 

Sherman Chickering of Chickering and Gregory for San 
Diego Gas and Electric Company, protestant. 


