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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMIISSION OF THE STATE CF C.LIFORNIA

HERMAN J. KARLSON,
Conplainant,

VS,

THE PACIFIC TEZLEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH
COMPANY, a corporation,

Case No. 5752

Defendunt.

Emanuel Cowitt for complainomt.

PAllsbury, Fadison & Sutro, and Lawler, Felix &
Hall, by i,_B, Conapnt, for defendant.

QRINZION

The complaint herein, filed on April 3, 1956, by Herman
J. Karlsom, of 10346 Walnut avenue, South Gavte, California,

alleges that on February &, 1956, the complainant was arrested

and charged with susplclion of bookmalking; that thereafter a hearing

was held in the NMunlcipal Couxrt of the South Gate Judlia=lal Districet,
and all charges agalnst the complalnant were dlsmissed; that come
rlainent has never used the telephone for such unlawliul purpose

and hos net, to his kmowledge, let same be wsed for such wmlawful
purpose; that the telephone is necessary in his dbusiness; and that

kis wife is ixn poor physical condition and a telephone is necessary

<0 her health and welfare,




C. 5752 -.P

On 4pril 19, 1956, the teleﬁhone company filed an
answer, the principal.allegotion of which was that on or about
February 8, 1956, it had ressonable cause to believe that the
telephone service furnished to cdmplainant undep numdber LOrain
6-6759 2t 10346 valnut Avenue, South Cate, California, was bdeing
or was to be used as an instruzentality dlrectly\q; 1ﬁd1:§cply to

violate or to aid and abet the violation of the law, én§.thap}_

having such_feasonable cause, the defendant was required to dis-

coznect the services pursuant to this Commission's Decision
No. 41415, dated 4pril 6, 1948, in Case Mo, 4930 (47 Cal, P.U.C.
853).

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles before Examinrer
Kent C. Rogers on May 22, 1956, and the matter was submitted.

Complainant Herman J., Karlson testified that he is an
auto mechenic; that on February 4, 1956, he was working on & car
in back of his home and the police arrested him for bookmaking;
that the charge was later dismissed; and that he needs the tele-
Phore in hils business.

Mrs. Karlson testified that on the day of the arrest she
had been recording bets over the telephone for four days because
she owed money to a bookmaker; that she was convicted of recording

bets; that her husbend knew nothing of this; and that she will not

do it again.

- A deputy sheriff attached to the vice detail of the lLos
Angeles County Sheriff's Office testified tha; on Saturday,
Fedruary &, 1956, he and his partner went to the complainant's

house at 10346 Walnut Avenue, South Gate, between 2 p.m. and 4 p.x.;




that he went to the rear gate where complainant was working on
a car and asked to be let in; that the other officer went through
the front of the house and let him in; that Nrs. Karlson was
sitting at 2 card table in the house; that there was a telephone
ox the table and betting markers on tracks throughout the United
States; that both lir. and lMrs. Karlcon were arrested and the tele-
phone was removed; that the charges against Mr. Karlson were
dropped; and that lMrs. Karlson was found guilty of recording bets,
pald a fine of 100 and received a suspended Jall sentence.
Exhibit No. 1 1s a copy of a letter from the Sheriff of
Los Angeles County to the telephone company, dated February 6,
1956, requesting that the telephone facilities be disconmected.
an exployee of the telephoﬁe company testified thaut this letter
was recelved by the telephone company on February 8, 1956, and 2
central office disconnection was effected. The position of the
telenhone conmpany was thatdit had acted with reasonable cause in
disconnecting the telephone service inasmuch as it had received the
letter designated as Exhibiq No. 1.

After a considcrathn of this record we now find that

the telephome company's action was based upon reasonable cause as

that term is used in Decision No, 41415, referred to supra. We
further find that there 1is ﬁo.evidence that complainant was en-
gaged in, was directly conmected with, or permitted the telephone
facilitles to dbe used for bookmaking activities., Therefore, the

complainant is now entitled to restoration of telephone service.

The complaint of Herman J., Karlson against The Pacific

Telephone and Telegraph Company, & corporation, having been filed,
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a public hearing having been held thereon, the Commission beling
fully advised in the premises and basing its declsion upon the
evidence of record and the findings herein,

IT IS ORDERED that the complainant's request for restora-
tion of telephone service be granted, and that, upon the filing
by the complainant of an application for telephone service, The
Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company shall install telephone
service at the complaimant's property at 10346 Walnut Avenue,
South Gate, Californiz, such installation being subject to all
duly authorized rules and regulations of the telephcne company and
to the existing applicable law.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof,

Dated at San_Francisco , California,

this ,ﬂ é Z; day of N\ 04_444_-/’ ) 1956.
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Commissioners

Commissionoer Rex Hardy . being

nececsarily abcont, did aot participate
in the dispesition of this proceeding.




