
BEFORE THE Pt~LIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of the) 
County of Contra Costa~ State of ) 
California, for a crossing at grade of ) 
the tracks of the Sacramento Northern ) 
Railway Company in the Pleasant Hill } 
area, Contra Costa County, California. } _____________________________ l 

Application No. ;7940 

John B. Clausen, for a?plicant. . 
Sohn F. G.!'lnong, for Las Juntas Swim. Club, 

inte:-e sted partjr. 
E. L. __ Y..:m Dellel'l" for Sacramento Northern 

Railway, protestant. 
Martin .1. Lewis, for Commission staff. 

o PIN ION --..." ........ _-
Nature of Proceeding 

Applicant seeks en order authorizing a public crossing at 

grade of the tracks of the Sacramento Northern Railw~y, connecting a 

county road with property being developed a5 a recreational ~rea and 

owned by the Las Juntas Swim Club in Contra Costa County. 

?u:,lic Hearing 

The applicc.tion was submitted for decision at a public 
, , , 

hearing held, after due notice, in Walnut Creek on June 6, 1956, 

before Examiner E. F. Walsh. 

Nature of Evidence 

Las Juntas Swim Club, a corporation, owns a parcel of land 

the northeasterly boundary of which parallels and is adjacent to the 

right of way of the Sacramento Northern Railway in the Pleasant Hill 

area of Contra Costa County. Las Juntas Road, a county road l paral

lels the Las Juntas Swim Club property on the opposite side of the 

Sacramento Northern Railway'S right of way. The property is to be 
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developed to provide swimming and recreational facilities and is . 

the only such area within a radius of five miles ~dth the exception 

of a small public swimming pool located on the opposite side of a 

new freeway presently undergoing cons'truction. The surrounding area 

is predominantly residential. 

The southwesterly cornar of the swim club property occupies 

a gore formed by the intersection of the tracks of the Sacramento 

Northern Railway and the Southern Pacific Railroad at which inter

section is located Crossing No. $-29.65, apprOximately 212 feet south 

o~ the proposed crossing. The nearest public crossing to the north, 

Crossing No. 8-29.8 1 is apprOximately 819 feet. The proposed cross

ing is at Mile Post 29.7. 

The only other practical means of access to the swim club 

property would be either from Crossing No. $-29.65 into the south

westerly corner of said property or over a twenty-foot right of way 

provided for in the deed of the property extending a distance of 

502 feet from the easterly boundary of the swim club property over 

adjoining lands ~o a point where Las Juntas Road parallels the 

easterly boundary of the swim club property. 

The Assistant Director of Public Works of Contra Costa 

County testified that in his opinion an entrance into Crossing 

No. 8-29.65 from the swim club property would increase the hazard 

at that crossing due to the additional automobile traffic and an 

expected increase in railroad traffic on the Southern Pacific track 

at that location. 

He further testified that the proposed crOSSing would be 

less hazardous than such an entrance into Crossing No. 8-29.65 as it 

would require c~ossing only one track and would be used only by -. persons frequenting the swim club property. 
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The use of the twenty-foot right of way as a means of access 

for veh~cular traffic to the recreational area by the public would be 

beyond the terms of a land use permit granted to the swim club by the 

Planning Department of Contra Costa County. Its use in such a manner 

would like~~~e meet with opposition from residents bordering the right 

of way. 

The record disclosed that approximately eight trains per day 

pass the point of the proposed crossing. It is estimated that approxi

mately one hundred cars per day would pass over the proposed crossing. 

The record shows that visibility across the proposed crossing is un

limited and that the sight distance to the southwest is 200 feet and 

to the northeast is 750 feet. 

The protestant offered no testimony but by cross-examination 

elicited eVidence to the effect that every grade crOSSing is a hazard 

and the proposed crossing l if installed, would create an addit10nal 

hazard that did not proviously eXiste 

Testimony also revealed that in 1953 the protestant offered 

to the swim club's predecessor in title permiscion to install a 
. 

private crOSSing in th~~ same general location as the proposed cross-

ing. It should be noted, however, that the property at that time was 

to be used only for the construction or two or three residences. 

O~inion and Conclusion , 

~~ile we have previously ~tated that it is the policy of 

the Commission to avoid grade crossings of streets and public highways 

wherever it is practicable and possible to do so at a reasonable 

expense, we may permit a departure therefrom whenever particular cir

cumstances and public convenience and necessity so dictate. 

The record shows that the proposed crOSSing will provide 

the public with a means of access to SWimming and recreational facil

ities which do not otherwise exist in a growing residential area. 
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There appears to be no other practical way to provide 

access to these facilities Without increasing the hazards at other 

croo$ings or without incurring unreasonable expense. 

The record indicates that t~affic at the proposed crossing, 

both train and vehicular, will be relatively light. .. ' 

Therefore, after carefully considering the record in this 

proceeding it is concluded that public convenience and necessity 

require the granting of this application. 

o R D E R _ .... ~ --
A public hearing having been held in the above-entitled 

proceedings, eVidence taken and an order of submission made and the 

Commission being fully advised, 

IT IS ORDERED, that the County of Contra Costa is hereby 

authorized to construct a public road at grade across the track of 

the Sacramento Northern Railway at the location as shown by the map 

attached to the application and markod "Exhibit Aft, ~bject to the 

follOwing conditions and not otherwise: 

(1) The crOSSing shall be identified as Crossing No. $-29.7. 

(2) The entire expense of constructing the crossing shall 

be borne by applicant. The cost of maintenance of that portion of 

said crossing outside of lines two feet outside of the outside rails 

shall be borne by applicant. The maintenance of that portion of the 

crOSSing between lines two feet outside of th~ outside rails shall be 

borne by the Sacramento Northern Railway. 

(3) The crOSSing shall be eonstructed of a width of not 

less than twenty-four feet and at an angle of app~oximately ninety 

degrees to the railroad. Grades of approach shall not be in excess 
\ 

of those shown in Exhibit fTAn attached to the application. Construc-

tion shall be equal or superi·or to type shown as Standard No. 2 ... A or 
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No. 2-B in our General Order No. 72. Protection shall be by two 

Standard No. 1 crossing signs (General Order 7;-B) reflectorized 

with reflex-reflective sheet mat~r1al. The entire cost of acquiring 

and installing such protection shall be borne by applicant. 

(4) Applicant shall, within thirty days thereafter, notify 

this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the installation 

of said crossing and of its compliance with the conditions hereof. 

(5) The authorization herein grante~ shall expire if not 

exercised within one year from the date hereof unless further time 

is granted by subsequent order. 

The e££~ctive date of this order shall be twenty days after 

the date hereof. 

___ a _San __ Fra.n_clsco ____ , California, this /6...l2t. 
day of __ ~~~~ _____ , 


