
Docision No. 53561' 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO~~IA 

GENE GRIFFIN, aoing business as 
HICKORY HOP RESTAURANT, 

) 
) 
) 

Complainant" ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

VB. 

GENERAL TELEPHONE COMPJ\l;"Y OF 
CALIFORNIA, a corporation, 

Defendant. 
---------------------------) 

Case No. 5777 

James A. McKechnie, attorneYJ for complainant. 

Marohall K. Taylor & Albert M. Hart. attorneys. 
by Albert M. Hart, for defendant. , 

o PIN ION -- ... --~~ .... 

The cOl!:.:?ls.i:'l.t, tiled on May 28" 1955, o.llt'lges ths:t 

Gene Griffin, dOing business as Hickory Hop Restaurant at 9342 

Eo.:lt VJh1 tt1jO)r Bou,lcvard;t Pico, California, has been e:lSIlS~cl in 0. 

ro stau:oont bu~1n~ os a.t thtl.t address tor seven yea;rs; tha.t ";hcre 

w~s a telo,hone on the premises under the number of OXford 5-6111; 

that on or about May 1" 1956, the SheriffTs Vice Squad removed 

the tolephone .t'aci11,'cies for alleged acts of bookmaking of one of 

tho cooks j that tho defendant has refuaod to rein~ta.to teJ. ephone 

servico although compla1n~~t nas requested the same; that the 

eOIl'.ple.1ne.nt 1 s without lmowledge as to whether an act of 'oook%naldng 

wa.~ carried on over said tel~phone facility; that it said tlctivity 

was carried on it wa~ carried on without complainant's knowledge 
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or consent; and that refusal of defendant to rein~tate said service 

ha~ resulted in great f1n&ncial loss to complainant's business. 

Complainant requests tha.t telephone service be reinstalled. 

On June 12, 1956, by Deeision No. 53200 in Case No. 5777, 

this Commiss1on issued an order granting temporary interim relief, 

directing the telephone company to r03tore telephone service pending 

a hearing on the matter. 

On June 21, 1956, tbe telephone comp~y filod an answer, 

the principal allegation of which was that the telephone company 

was in, receipt of a letter dated May 4,1956, from the Office of 

the Sher1rr of Los Angelos County request1ng that the telephone 

servlce at complainant's place 0: business at 9342 East Whittier 

Boule~ard, Wh1tt1er (sic), California, be disconnected pursuant to 

tho Public Utilities Commiss1on t s Decision No. 41415 (47 cal. P.U.C. 

8S3) • 

A public hearing was hold in Los Anse~s on July 10, 1956, 

before Examiner Kent C. Rogers. ~,,\ , 

The complainnnt, Gone Griffin, testified that he has a 

~o:taur~t at 9342 East Whittier Boulevard, Pico, California, known 

as the Hickory Hop Re~taurant; that he had a telephone theroin 

under the number of OXford 5-6111; that on May 4, 1956, police 

officors removed the telephone; that the telephone in ~uest1on was 

in the kitchen of the complainant': re3taur~t and that when the 

telephone was removed the w1tne~s was in the stockroom and one of 

his cookn was using the telephone; that prior to the re~oval of the 

telephone the complainant had not allowed the telephone to be used 

fo't' illegal purposes and had no knowledge or my illegal use of tho 
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telephone; that he aol-ceC1 for reinstnllat10n of the telephone; end 

that he needs the telephone in his business. Tne witneos furtner 

testified that tho telephone was in tho kitchon on tho premises 

and was not available to the general public. 

A deputy sheriff attached to the Vice Detail of the 

Sheriff's office of Los Angeles County testified that he and somo 

other doputies came to the compla1nant'c promises on May 4, 1956; 

that prior to coming to tho restaurant one or the other deputies 

had gone to Q. public telephone outside of the prem1~os and placed 

a call to complainantTs premise~ and wao making oets over the 

telephono with compla1nant' S cook; that while such call was being 

m~do the witness and other officers entered tho premises and 

arrested the cook; that the officer who called from the outSide 

telephone placed nume"rous bets with tho cook on horses running at 

Tanforan that day; that the witness ana the othor ottlcers entered 

the premisos and arrested the cook while the officer was ~t1ll 

placing his bets from the outside telephone with the COOK; that 

the officers took the telephone ano betting markors from the cook's' 

possessionj thnt the betting markers covered oets made that day 

including the bets ma6e by the officer; thQt the cook also had a 

daily racing torm in his possession. The officer further testified 

that the cook was booked on a charge of book::rlaking and he subse­

quently pleadod gUilty to that charge. 

The complainant's attorney stipulated that Exhibits "A rr 

o.nd "BII attached to the an,$wer of the telephone company ~ay be 

received in evidence. Exhibit "A" a.tta.ched. to the answer is 3-

letter from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's office to the telephone 

company requesting that th~ complainant's telephone under number 
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OXford 5-611'1 be disconnected. The position of the telephone 

company was that it had acted with ~e~sonable cause as that term 

is det1n~d in Dec1sion No. 414.15, referred to supra, in d1sconnect:­

ing the telephone service inasmuch as it had rece1ved the letter 

designa.ted as Exhibit "A". 

Atter consideration or this record we now tind that the 

telephone company's action was based on reasonable cause a.s such 

term is used in Decision No. 414l5, referred to supra. Wo further 
, 

rind that the telephone .facilities in ~ue$t10n'were used for book­

making purposes. 

o R D E R 
----~ .... -

The complaint of Gene Griff1n, doing bus1ness as Hickory 

Rop Ro:taurant, against the General Telephone Company or California 

having been filed, a public hearing having been held thereon, the 

CommiSSion being fully advised in the premises and basing its 

deeioion upon the evidence or record and tho above findings, 

IT IS ORDERED that complainantfs request for restoration 

of telephone service be denied and that said complaint be and it 1s 

hereby diSmissed. The temporary interim relief granted by Decision 

No. 53200 in Case No. 5777 is hereby set aside and vacated. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon the expiration o~_th1rty 

days atter the ert'ectivo dato of th1s order the oomplaint.U~t here1n 

may tile an application tor telephone service and it such filing is 

made I the Goneral Telephono CompAnY or California shall install 

telophone ~ervice at compln1n~trs place 01' business ~t 9342 East 
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~Vh1tt1er Boulevard, P1co, California, ~uch in~tallat1on 'being 
subject to all o,uly authorized rules and regulations of the 

telephone comp~y ~nd other exi~t1ns applieable law. 

The effective date of this order sha.ll be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Da.ted at --__ --.iiiUWIIl.£j~~ilLa------' Cali'forni'a; 

1 ":-/ ) 
this _~ __ ~ ____ _ 

7 

Commi3s1oners 

tonnnlss1onor Jgy E, Untereiner 'b ! 
Deco::~rily absent d~d not • 0 ~e 
10 th d • participate 

e 1spo:1t1on or this procOo410g. 
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