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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITINS COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

Decislcn No, 53614

In the Matter of ths Arplication of

I0S ANCELES AND SALD LAKE RATIROAD
COMPANY, a comporation, and 1%a

Logsee, UNION PACIFIC RAIIROAD COMPANY,
& corporation, for permiscsion %o
ostablish impaired closrance of nein
srack of 1ts San Pedrc Branch at Anahelim
Viaduct, Anchein Street, Los Angeles,
California.

Application No, 38304
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Es Eo Bennett and Edward Co Renwiclk, by
Zdwerd C». Ronwick, for applicants,

Ge Co Larxin and Melvwin A. Wilki@_. by
Melvin A», Wilkle, for the Ordor of Rallway
voneueTors and Braltomen; George Wa. Ballavd
for tho Celifornia lLeglalative Boara,
Brothsrhood of Raliroad Trainmen, George Vi,
Ballard and Eo A« McMillan, by George. W, Ballard,
for the Brotherhood of Rallway and Steamsilp
clericz; protestarts,

QLIXNIQX

The Los Angeles and Sal: Lake Rallroad Compeany and 1ts
lessee, the Unlon Pacific Rallroad Company, corporations, have
petltioned the Commission for an order authorizing petitioners to
cperate wlth Impaired overhead clearance of 18 feet under the
Arnabelm Street viaduct in the vicinity of Pennington Avenue, Los
Angeles, California. Such authority will require a deviation
from the minimum 22 feet & inches overhead clearanco prescribed by

this Commission's General Order Noe. 26=D,
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Publle hoarings wore held in Los Angeles on Adgust 13
and 15, 1956, before Sxaminer Kent G, Rogers, and the matter was
orally argued and submitted. It is ready for decision. Due to
the alleged nocessity for tne immediate commencement of work the
spplicants request that the authority, 1f granted, be made
offective lmmediately.

The following facts are alleged in tho application:

Applicants serve the Los Angeles Harbor and Long Beach
Harbor by their San Pedro Branch, the main track of which enters
the harbor ares under an overhead highway brldge, known as the
Anaholm Viaduct, on Anaheim Street, which extends east and west,
Dominguez Drainage Channel, a natural watercourse which drains an
extensive area In the southwestern portion of Los Angeles County,
crosses under Anaheim Viaduct and emptlies iInto the Consolidated
Channel of Los Angeles Harbor a short distance westerly of its
Intersection with Hemry Ford Avenue, which extends north ead south.
Pennlngton Avenue connects with Heary Ford Avenue a short distance
southerly of Consolidated Channel and extends northeastorly and
generally parallel with Dominguez Iralnage Channel to & connection
wlth Anahelm Street. The sald main traci of the San Pedro Branch
erosses Pennington Avenue approximately 100 feot south of Ansheim,
Viaduet and for the most part extends southwesterly along the east
boundary lines of Pennihgton Avenue and Henry Ford Avenue to

Torminal Island. Sald main track also coanects with the Wilming~

ton and San Pedro portions of Los Angeles Harbor by means of a

connecting "wye" track, the two logs of which (known as Track 65
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and Track 117) cross Dominguez Drainsge Channel near its inter-
section with Henry Ford Avenue over two pile trestle railroad
brldges (See Exhibit No. 1 herein for overall picture and Exhibit

A attached to the application for profile of the tracks under
Ansheim Viaduct,)

Since 1940 the Los Angoles=Long Beach Harbor area has

beon subjected to a gradual subsidence of the surface, the

maxlmum subsidence belng near Cerritos Channel. (Exhibit Ne. 1),
where subsldence of approximately 22% feet has boen oxperienced

to dete and whore the current ennual rate of subsidence is approxi;
mately two feet. The rate and amount of subsidence diminishes
gradually between Cerritos Channel and the ares in the vieinity of
Anshelm Visduct, where the subsidence to date amounts %o 53 feet
and the current rate ls .35 of a feoot per year.

Dominguez Channel drains an area approximatoly five
miles in wlath and 15 miles %n length (Exhibit No, 2)s ILue to
urbdban improvements 4n the drainage area the volume of waters
draining to the Pacific 6;ean through the channel has been in-
croasing in the past several years.

Lue to the aforementioned subsideace the tidal waters
Irom Los Angeles Earbor extend up into Cominguez Iralnage Channels
In orcer vo clear the incrcased level of tidal waters in Tominguez
Drainage Channel, applicants have horetofore raised the grade
of the sald "wye" track aad supporting bridge across the Iomlinguez

Irainage Channel and of thelr sald main San Pedro Branch track

in the area. At the present time the sald main track northerly
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of the "wye" track descends on a grade under Ansheim Viaduct and
gradually ascehds from 1ts low point under sald viaduct as it
extends north taereof. (See track profile, Exhibit A on the
application).

The clearance between the top of rail of said San Pedro
maln track and the lowest part of the structure 13,22 feet & inches.
At the period of highest tlde exverlienced several times a year
the sald main track under Anaheim Viauuct 1s covered by tidal
waters from Dominguez Irainage Channel, rosulting in unfavorable
operating conditions and inereasod maintenance. As the result of
the colncldence of Loeavy rafac and high tides in January of 1956,
servlce over the line of applicants to and from Los Angeles and
long Beach Harbors was Interrupted for L8 hours as a result of
flood waters two foo%x deep over sald main track undor the Anshoim
Viaduct and the washout of sald track at two places southerly
thereol. A%t the same tims Pennington Avenue was flooded and
washed outa

The Los Angoles County Flood Control District has
adopted plans for the eventual improvement of Dominguez Channel
which will require. the raising of the grade of the San Pedro

maln track of applicants so that the top of the rail will be 18

[
Teet below the bottom of the roadway of the Ansheim Viaduct,

The allegations of the application were supported by
testinmony of a Los Angeles County lood Control District englneer,
a division engineer for voth applicants, and applicants' Los

Angeles Terminal superintendent, The terminsl superintendent
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added the information that there 1s only one train 4in each
directlion ecach day operated under the Anaheim Streot Viaduct.
The applicants allege that 1L the request is granted;
(1) The ralse in grade will result in the establishment of
an approximately levoel grade for the segmont of track involved
al approximately the elevation of the portion of track in the

viclinlty of tho sald "wye" track of the applicants.

(2)  The danger of flooding of sald track under Anaheim
Viaduct will be greatly reduced.

(3) The ralso in grade of said maln track will be complemen=

tary to thoe Zmprovement and ralse in grade of Ponnington Avenue,

(L)  The said track and Pennington Avenuo together will
constltute a substantlal Alke between Anahoim Stroet and Henry
Ford Avenue which will protect the Property of applicants and
others located south of Anaheim Street and east of Honry Ford
Avenuo from ficod waters coming from Cominguez Iralnage Channel
until such time as the plans of the Los Angeles Couny Fleod
Control District for deepening, wldening and improving
Dominguez Dralnage Channel can be completely carried out.

The order of Rallway Conductors and Brakemen, the
Brotherhood of Rallroad Trainmen, and the Brotherhood of Rallway
and Steamship Clerks protested the granting of the application
and objected to the hazardous conditlion which will be created by
the impalred clearance. They suggested that the Anakeim Viaduct
be ralsed, if the track 1s raised, so as to provide the minimum
clearance provided in General Order No. 26~D, or that applicant
use the tracks of the Southern Paclific Rallroad and by~pass the

Anahelm Viaduct (see Zxhibt No. 1l).

S
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We have reviewed the record hercin and are of the
opinion the applicants' request should be granted on a temporary
basls to permit tho applicants, 1if thoy are so‘advised, (1) to
oommence proceocdlngs to secure the ralsing of the Anshelm Viaduct
to pormit the clearence required by General Order No, 26-D or
(2) to maeke arrangements with the Southern Pacific Company for an
interconnection wheroby it will be able to by-pass the Anahoim
Vieduct. The authority granted will be subject to conditions

to protect the safety of the tralinmmon.
QRDER

An appllication for authority to deviate from :the nimimum
overhead clearance prescribed by General Order No, 26-D having

been flled and the Commission having found that the application

should be granted subject to certain condltions,

IT IS ORIERED, that applicant, for a period of one
year after tho effective date of the order, 1s asuthorized to
deviate from the provision of General Order No. 26-D in that the
top of thoe ralls under the Ansheim Viaduct may be ralsed to a
lovel not less than 18 feet from the lowest portion ¢f the over-
'head of sald viaduct over sald ralls.

The authority herein granted 1s subject to the
following conditions:

(1) Thet applicant install and maintaln telltales as
shown in Exhibit A attached to the aepplication

herein.
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That applicant issue bulletins prohlbiting yard o}
traln-service employees from riding on top of trains
while movement 1s being made beneath the Anaheim

Viaduct.

That each train be brought to a complete stop with

i1ts head end at a point even with the closest edge

of the viaduct prior to passing thereunder.

The order herein 1s an emorgoncy order and will oxpire
within one year from the effective date hereof unless the periocd
of authorization 1s exteaded by this Commission.

The effective date of this order shall be the date

hereof.

Dated at San Francisco ‘ » California,

2/ 22 day of /MZ;%MX , 1956.

President

Kﬁ/(/ﬂwjﬁu/iér\&(ﬁa(.c(ﬂ,
\,\ A & A/*Eb@.QM

Conmissioners

Poter E. Mitchell

nocessarily absent, d1d not partlicipato
1o tho dlspesltion of thls proceeding.




