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teei".1on Noo> ------
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITI.~S COMMISSIO N' OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Mattc~ of t~e Application of 
LOS Ai\'C·ELES A11) SALT UJ\E RAI r..~OA:O 
OOr.1?Al'J"I, Il co:";>oratiol'll' al'ld. it:! 
!.o!:!~oe .• Ul\TION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPA?r!" 
a co~poration, tor permission to 
establi~h impaired cloarance of main 
track of its San Ped~o B~ancn at Anaheim 
V1aduct~ An£.~eim St~eet, Los Angeles~ 
California .. 
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) . , ------------------_______________________ J 

Applioation Noo 38304 

Ee Eo Be~~ett and Edward Ce Renwick, by 
~:~d C~ Rcnwiek~ to~ applicants. 

G~ C. ~:"kin and Me17in A. W11kie~ by 
Mel\V~n AI> W:T.11t;1e, for the Ord0r of Ra11wo.y 
~onC':~c£o:."!::i· :l.nd ~::-~1~0:mel?; Goor.,Q;e W ~ Ball~:':"d 
tor t·ho Cp.l1torn1a .tegio li1.1"V'e Boara1 .• 
B:-oth';'j,'1hood of Railroa.d Tra1nmen, George V~ 0 

Balla::-d and E~ A. McMillan, by Georse.W~ BA11Brd~ 
to~ tho Brotherhood of. Railway and Steams hlP 
cler~z; p~otestar.too 

OPINION ... ---.------
The to~ Angeleo and Salt Lake Railroad Comp~ny and its 

lecsAA~ the Union Pacific Railroad Company, oorporations, have 

petitioned the COm:::l:i.s~1on to:- an order autnor1z1ng peti'cioners to 

operate with 1mpa~red overhead clearance of 18 toet under the 

Anaheim Str~e~ viaduct in the vicinity of Pennington AVOl'll'!.O. lAs 

Anga les.1 Ca.l~tornia. Su,ch auth.ori ty will require So deviation 

from the minim~ 22 feet 6 inches overhead clearance presoribed by 

th1s Co:o..'"llission t s Goneral Order No. 26-Do 
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Public hear1ngs were held in Los Angeles on Auguot 13 

and 15" 1956" before ,~xam.1n.er Kent C. Rogers, and the matter was 

o~ally argued and submitted. It is ready for deo1siono Due to 

the allege~ necessity for tae immediate oommencement of work the 

~pplicants request that the authority, if granted, be made 

effective immediatoly& 

The following facts are alleged in tho application: 

App11cants serve the Los Angeles Harbo~ and Long Beach 

Harbor by their San Podro Branch~ the main traok of which enters 

the harbor area under an overhead highway bridge, known as the 

Anaheim Viaduct, on Anaheim Street, which extends east and westo 

Dominguez nrain~go Chunne1, a natural watercourse Which drains an 

exte.asi ve area. in the southwestern portion of LO/3 Angelos Cou.n't:y, 

orosses under Anaheim V1aduct and empties into the Consolidated 

C~annel of Los Angeles Harbor a snort distance westerly of its 

interseotion with HOl1X'j" Ford P.V'~H'lUe" Which extends north and south. 

Fennington Avenue connects w1th Henry Ford Avenue a short distance 

southerly of Consolidated Channel and extends nortneasterly and 

generally parallel with ~m1nguoz ~ainage Channel to a eonnection 

with Anaheim Street. The said ma1n trac·~ of the San Pedro Branch 

crosses Pennington Avenue approximately 100 feot south of Anaheim. 

Viaduct and for the most part extends southwesterly along the east 

boundary l1nes of Penn1ngton Avenue and Henry Ford Avenue to 

Tormina.l Island. Sa1 d. main tracl{ also ootmec ts with the Vvilrning­

ton and San Pedro portions of Los Angeles Harbor by means of a 

connecting "wye ll traok" the two legs of which (known as Track 6$ 
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a.nd Tra.ck 117) cross ,Com1nguez Dr's'inage Channel near its inter ... 

section with Henry Ford Avenue over two pile trestle railroad 

bridges (See Exhibit NO e 1 herein for overall picture and Exhibit 

A attached to the app11cat10n tor profile of the tracks under 

Anahetm Viaduct~) 

S~nce 1940 the Los Angeles-Long Beach Harbor area has 

beon subjected to a gradual subsidence of the surface~ the 

max10um subsidence being near Cerritos Channel. (Exhibit Noo 1), 

where SUbsidence of approximately 22i !"eet hne boen exper1eJ.'lced 

to de-to afld wbore tho current annual rate of subsidence 1$ approx1;':' 

matoly two feet. 'rho r$.to and amount of sub~1d.ence d.1m"1nishes 

gradually between Cerr1tos Cb.a.nnol and tho nr~8. in tho vicinity of: 

Anaheim Viaduct" Where the subs1dence to date amounts to S! fee'/; 

and the current rate ie .35 of a foot per year. 

tominguez Channel drains an are~ approx~atoly five 

:niles in w1o.th and. 15 miles !n l6ngt!.'l (Exhibit No., 2). tue to 

urban 1mprovement~ in the drainQge area the volume of waters 

draining to the P~c1tic Ocean through the channel has been in­

creasing in the past several years. 

tue to the aforementioned suboido~ce the tidal waters 

trom Los A~geles Harbor extend up into Dominguez Drainage Channel~ 

In or~er to cloar the increased level of tidal water a in Dom1nguez 

Drainage Channel, applicants have horetofore rn1sed the grade 

of the said \fwye" track afld ~q.1.pporting bridge across the Dom1ngl.1ez 

~ainage Channel and of their said main San Pedro Branch traek 

in tho area. At the pre3ent t1me the 3aid main track northerly 
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of the ftwye fl track descends on a. grade under Anaheim V1aduct and 

gradunlly a$cen~s from its low pOint under ~a1d viaduct as it 

extends north t:'loreo.t'.. (See track prot!le, Exhibit A on the 

application) ~ 

Tho clenrance between the top of rail 0: sa.1d San Pedro 

main track a.nd th~ 10V/oct part ot the structure !ll 22 teet 6 inches .. 

At the period. or h1ghest t1de exper1el'lCed seversl times a yea.r 

the said mnin track under Anaheim ViaQuct is covered by tida.l 

waterll from I::omingue:.: !:!'a.inllge Channel, relJult:1ng in un!avora.ble 

operating oond'.tions and :1ncroaoocl maintenance. As the result of 

tho COincidence of heavy ra1nc and high tides in January of 1956, 

~orvice Over the l1no of applicants to and from los Angeles and 

Long Beach Harbors WG.3 interruptod for 48 hours as a result of 

flood waters two foot deep over said main track undor the Anaheim 

Viaduct and the washout of said track a.t two places southerly 

thereot. A~ the orume t1m~ Ponnington Avonue WO.O flooded ana 

washed out ... 

The Los Angeles County Flood Control District has 

adopted plans tor the eventual improvement of Dominguez Channel 

wb,1ch will requir0t the ra,1s 11113 or the grade or the San Pedro 

main track of applicants so that the top of the rail will be 18 
I 

feet below the bottom of the roadway of the Anaheim Viaduot. 

The allegations of the application were oupportea by 

testimony of a Los Ar~ele3 County Plood Control n1strict engineerl 

a division engineer for both applicants, and a.pplicants' Los 

Angeles Terminal ~uperintendent~ The terminal superintendent 
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added the information that there is only one train in each 

direction eac~ day operated under tho Anahoim Street V1aduct. 

The app11cant~ allogo that it the request is granted; 

(1) The ra1"e 1n grade will r e~u1t in the establishment of 

an apprOXimately level grade tor the segment of track involved 

at app~ox1mate1y the eleVation or the portion or track in the 

vicinity ot tne .sa.1d "wye" tra.ck ot tne a.pplicants. 

(2) The danger of flooding of ~a1d track under Anahoim 

Viaduct w1ll be greatly reduced. 

(3) The ra1so in grade of :laid ma1n tro.clc will 'ce 'complemen-

tary to tho improvement and ra1~o in srado ot Ponnington Aven~o~ 

(4) Tho sa1d tracl< s.nd. Penn1~ton Avenue together w1ll 

const1tute a. sub~ta.nt1s.1 dike between An.s.b.oim Stroot and Henry 

Ford Avenue Which w1ll protect the property of app11cants a.nd 

othero located oouth of Anaheim Street and east of Henry Ford 

Avenue from flood w s.ters coming from :com1nguez !:ra1nllge ChaMel 

until such time as the plans of the Los Angeles County Flood 

Control District for deepen1ng~ widening and improving 

Dominguez tra1nage Channel c~n be completely carr10d out. 

The order of Railway Conductors and Brakemen, the 

Brotb.erhood of Ra.ilroad Tra1nmen, and the Brotherhood of Railway 

and Steamship Clerks protested the granting of the application 

and objected to tao haza.rdous condit1o~ which will be created by 

the impa1red clea.rance.. They sllggested tho.t the Ano.he1m Viaduct 

be raised" it the track is raised,,' so as to provide the m1n1ml.'Ull 

clea.ra.nce provided in Gen.eral Order No. 26-D" or that, applicant 

use the tracks of the Southern P~c1tic R~11road and oy-pass the 

Anab.e1m Viaduct (see Exh1bt No .. 1). 
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WI;) have reviewed the record herein and are of tb.e 

opinion the applicants' reque~t sho~ld be grantod on a· temporary 

basis to permit t~o applicants, it they a~o so adv1sed, (1) to 

OOmmOl'lCe proceodings to secure the ra10ing of' the Anahoim Viaduct 

to pormit the clearance required 'by General Order No/) 26-D or 

(2) to make arrangements with the Southern Pacific Company for an 

interconnection whereby it will bo able to by-paos the Anahoim 

Viaduct. The authority granted will be subject to conditions 

to protect the safety of tne trainmen. 

o R DE R 
---'-~ 

An application tor author1~y to deviate trom the n1m~um 

overhead cleara.nce prescribed by GeneraJ. Qrder No. 26-D having 

been tiled and the Commission having found that the application 
I 

should be granted subject to certain condition~; 

IT !S ORLERED, th~t a~p11oant, tor a period of one 

year after tho effective date of the order, is &uthorized to 

deviate from the prOVision of General Order No~ 26-D in that the 

top of the ra110 undor the Anahe~ Viaduct may be raised to a 

lovel not 1e~o tl.'lan 18 feet from the lowest portion of the over­

head of said viaduct over said rails. 

The o.uthorj.ty herein gra.11ted is subject to tb.e 

following conditions: 

(1) That applicant install and maintain telltalos as 

shown in Exhibit A attached to the application 

here1n. 
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(2) That applicant issue bulletins prohibiting yard or 

train-servioe employees trom rid1ng on top ot trains 

while movement is being made beneath the Anaheim 

Viaduct. 

(3) ~hat each train be brought to a complete stop with 

its head end at a point even with the closest edge 

ot the viaduot prior to passing thereundero 

~he order herein is an 0morgoncy ordor and will oxp1rG 

within one year trom the effective date hereof unless the period 

Ofs.uthorization is extended by this Commission. 

The effective date of this order shall be the date 

hereo!' • 

Dated at San Fr~ncisco , Californ1a, 

th1S _____ :;.'-'-I_~ ____ do.y or ~ ,1956. 

,PreSident 

Commissioners 

Peter E. M1tchell 
COIDl'Il1301onor ~~~~~e.::y ... !.: ... ~.~.~.;.??, boing 
noc~s3ar1ly ab~ont. dl~ not p~rtlc1pato 
In tho dla~oalt1on Or thlG ~roc~~~1ng. 
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