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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

GARDEN CITY TRANSPORTATION CO., LTD.,

for the removal of certain restrictions Application No. 37973
from its certificate of public

convenlence and necessity as a highway

common carrier.

J. Richard Townsend, for applicant.

Bextrem 5. Silver and Edward M. Berol, for
Highway Trensport, Inc.; Williem Meinhold
and Frederick £. Fuhrman, for Southern
Pacific Lompany and Pacific Motor Transport
Compony; protestants.

Eredorick W. Miolke, for Mission Freight Lines,
Inc.; Danisl W, Balkar, in propria persona;
Jo J. Douol and Joceph Q. Joynt, for California
Farm Burcau Federation; Wiliiiard S. Johnson,
for J. Christenson Co.; Interested parties.

OPINION ON REHEARING v/

On May 28, 1956, the Commission issued its ex parte order
(Decision No. 53157 in Application No. 37973) authorizing the
removal of a 20,000 pound weight restriction from spplicant's

cortificated operations.

On June 26, 1956, 1t issued an order granting rohearing v

of tho mettor. A public heoring was hold bofore Zxaminer Dely
on August 2, 1956 at San Prancisco.

Applicant is preosently authorized to transport general
commodities between points in the area bounded by Bradley, Monterey,
Santa Cruz, San Francisco and Richmond (except between San Franclsco,
San Leandro, Piedmont and Emeryville). It is aslso authorlzed 0
trensport canned goods, dried fruit, and canned and dried fruit

packing plant machinery, materials, and supplie s between San Jose
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and points within ten miles of the city limits of San Jose, on the

one hand, and Stockton and Sacramento, on the other hand. Such
authority 1s subject to a 20,000 pound weight restriction,A”;
According to applicant shippers are demanding a complete
service on all.sgipments regardless of weight. Thisbassertedly
has resulted in‘keener competition with permitted 6arriers. The
prosent restrletion, applicant claims, has caused consideradle
sonfusion with the shipping public as well as with applicant's
employees.
| Protestants contend that such weight restrictions should
not be removed in-the adbsence of a compleote showing indicating &
pgblic need therefor. |
In reviewing the history of weight restrictions it is
1ntgresting'to note that with few oxceptions the Commission rarely
so iimited operative rights as a result of the public showing made;
In most instances they came about because of stipulations hotwoég
the parties. An appraisal of weight restrictions as such can
only lead to the conclusion that they are arbitrary, confusing and
impractical. They invite violations of tariffs and of the provisions V/
of the cortillcate. They are lmpractical to operate under,
impractical to enforco and in the absence of exteonuating circum=
stances are not in the public interest.
After consideration the Commission 1s of the opinion and
so finds that Decision No. 53157 dated May 28, 1956, in Application
No. 37973, should be arfirmed.
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Rehooring heving boon grented, a public hearing | /
having been held and the Commission having been informed in the
premises,

IT IS ORDERED that Decision No. 53157 dated May 28, 1956,
in Application No. 37973, ia hcreby affirmed.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at gan Francisco , California, this _Aﬁ:_é’day
of SFPTEMAFR » 1956,
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