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Decision No. ,537.80 -------
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTllITIESCOMMISSION,OFTHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

, \ .... 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
J:vJERCHANTS EXPRESS OF, CALIFORN!A, a ) 
corporation, for authority to purchase ) 
(a) the highway common carrier certifi- } 
cates and other operating authority, ) Application No. '3$025 
(b) the automotive equipment, and (c) ) 
other miscellaneous supplies and· assets ) 
used in the operation of'VIAY'S FREIGHT ) 
LINE, a corporation·. ) 

---------------------------------) 

INTERIM OPINION 'AND·ORDiR 

Merchants Express of California is presently ope'rating the 

Way's Freight Line under temporary authoritY'granted by this 

Commission. The' Way'~ Freight Line was'seized by the Department 

of Internal Revenue and sold, at public.-,auction"to Merchant.s'Express 

of California as the lUghest . bidder. A .pu'blic~.hearing was" held on 

August 1, 1956, and continued to September Z5" 1956) .for protes.tants • 
.. l " W 

... ~ I. .... 

During the first day o{ hear'ing"':prote~,t~ts (primarily the 

attorney representing the receiver in b.~~ptcy of liay's Freight 

Line) made a motion to dismiss the ,application on the ground that 

it failed to comply with the Commission's'rules of pro~edure in 
"," ,. 

that the Department of Inter~·.a1 Revenue-::fa.iled to join .in the 

application. Attorney for applicant referred to the application 

wherein it was explained that the Department of Internal Revenue 

as a matter of policy will not join in such' applications. It was 

further pOinted out that a certificate of sale from the Department 

to applicant was attached to the application. 

Although Rule 27 of the Commission's Rules of Procedure 

requires that all parties to a transfer proceeding Sign the 

application 1 Rule 7$ states that these rules shall be liberally 

construed to secure just, speedy, and inexpensive determination o£ 
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