QRICHIAL

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decislon No. 53849

In the Matter of the Application of
SHEARWATER, INC., a Californis

h)
corporaticon, Lfor a Certiflcate of § Application No. 37865
Public Convenlence and Neceasity )

)

A. Maxson Smith, attorney for applicant.

£atrick D. Watson and Robert C. Beecher, for
‘Leluxe Water Taxl Co., profestant.

Wahlfred Jacobson, City Attorney, and Leslle
E. Still, Deputy City Attorney, for The
CITY ol Long Beach, interested party.

By Decislon No. L8806, applicant was authorized to
transport persons by vessel "Ifrom the Magnollis Pler in the City
of Long Beach vlia Cerrltos Channel, San Pedro and San Pedro Bay
to the polint of origin," subject to the restriction that sppli-
cant "may plck up or dlscharge passengers at the Magnollia Piler,
Plerpoint Landing or San Pedro Harbor only."

Applicant now seeks authorlty to extend its present
service and initlate a different type of sightseelng service
"through the operation of o glass-bottom boat sultable for ex-
hibiting sub-marine life and conditions in and around long Beach
and Los Angeles Harbors and neardy coastal waters".

A publlc hearing was held in long Beach before Examiner
Mark V. Chlesa. Evidence having been adduced, the matter was

submitted for decision.




At the hearlng the harbor ares within which applicant
proposes to operate was rédescribed a3 follows: beginning at

Plerpolnt landing, in the Middle Harbor, thence to a point at the

breakwater one and one-half miles westerly of the entrance to the

long Beach Channel, thence to a point at the sald breakwater one
and one-half miles easterly of the entrance of said cbannel,'thenco
Yo the Magnolia Pler. In additlion to the operation of glass-bottom
toats applicant requests that 1t be authorized to operate an ex-
cursion or sightseeling service within saild area when the operation
of the glass-bottom boats 1s not practicadble due to unfavorsble
weather or water conditions.
Applicant's general manager testiflied that 1t proposes

to construct a sultable glass-bottom boat with galley and snack
bar which will be operated by a crew of three. Sald boat will be
approximately fifty feet in length, weligh approximately fifteen
tons and will have a capacity of 100 passengers. A regular schedule
wlll be nffered substantially as set forth in the application, with
more frequent service in summer. An "on-call' service will also
be avallsble.

| Applicant proposes an adult fare of $1.00 plus tax for
a 31xty minute glass-bottom boat or excursion ride. Children under
twelve years of age wlll be charged $.50 plus tax, except that
children under slx years of age will be carried free. Organized
groups of twenty-Live or more will be charged one-half the regular
fares. For speclal charters or on-call service the charge will

be $35.00 per hour.
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Pending the constructlon of = guitable boat, applicant
willl operate 1tz preseant speed-type boats having a capaéity of
about twenty-eight passengers. Sald boats are not equlpped with
glass bottoms, but will be used for shortexcuralons until such
time as the glass=bottom boat 1s avallable.

Applicant also requested authority for an "on-call"
service to and from coastal polnts in the general area of the sald
herbor, such as Portuguese Bend, Balboa and Catalina. There s no
substahtial evidence In the record to jJustify a coertificate for
service outslide the harbor area. However, several witnessea
testifled as to the need for the proposed glasa-bottom and ex-
cursion service within the harbor. The record shows that applicant
wlll be able to ob%aln the necessary licenses and dock Lacilitles
for the proposed operstion.

A protest was volced by the Deluxe Water Taxi Company,

which also operatos a somewhat similsr boat service withln the
harbor. However, from the evidence of record 1t does not appear
that appllcant's proposed operation will have a materlally adverse
effect upon Deluxe Water Taxl Compary's oporations as they are now
authorlzed and conducted.

Having considered the evidence of record, we find that
public convenlence and necessity require that applicant be
suthorized to operate a service for the transportatioﬁ of persons

by vessel as hereinbelow set forth.
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A public hearing having been held, the Commission being

fully advised in the premises and having found that public con-

venlience and necessity so require,

IT IS ORDERED:

/’

{1) That a certificate Qf'public convenlence and necessity,
as provided in Section 1007 of the Public Utilities Code be,
and 1t hereby is, granted to Shearwater, Inc., a corporation,
authorlizing it to establish and operate a sightseeing or excursion
service for the transportation of persons by vessel within the Long
Beach Harbor ares, as more spocifiéally doscribed in Appendix A,
attached hereto and made a part hereof.

(2) That in providing service pursuant to the certiricate
hereln granted, applicant shall comply with and observe the

following service rogulations:

(a) Within thirty days after the effective date
hereof, applicant shall file a written
acceptance of the certificate herein granted,

(b) lithin sixty days after the effective date
hereof, and upon not less than Iive days’
notice to the Commission and the publiec,
applicant shall establish tho service
herelin authorized and file in triplicate,
and concurrently make effoctive, tariffs

and time schedules satisfactory to the
Commissione.
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(3) That except as herein authorized, Application
No. 37865 be, and it hereby is, denled.

The effsctive date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof

Dated at San Francisco » Californis,

Q/a@)‘uq :Q\@ y ,éz;/U ¢/
(//J&\w&\ & Wﬁ/\ 0 Lhsn_

W/

Commfaﬂfoners




Appendix A Shearwater Inc. Origihai Page 1
(a Calif. corporation)
Shearwater Inc., by certiflicate of public céhvenience
and necesslty grénted in the decisibn noted in the mamgin, 1s
authorized to trénaport persons by Qeasel within the area herein=

after describod and subject to the conditions and restrictions as
herein set forth.

Ares Description

Within an area 1n the Long.Beach Harbor, bound-
6d as follows: Dbeginning at Plerpolnt Landing
thence to a polnt at the breskwater 1% miles
westerly of the entrance t6 the Long Besach
Channel, thence following the breskwater %o &
point lé mlles easterly of the sald channel?’s
entrance, thence to Magnollia Pler, thence

generally in a westerly direction to the point
of bveginning.

Applicant shaell operate s regular dally scheduled
service with a glass-bottom boat or beats of a type substantlially
as described 1n 1ts spplication, except at such tthés or on such
days when wosther or water conditions are unfavorable for the
operation of glags~bottom boats. In addition to the regularly
scheduled glass=bottom service, abplicant may provide such service

|
"on=-call", Applicant may alao provide an excursion sorvice, within \

the 381d area, on regular séhedules or on=-calle

End of Appendix A |

Issued by Callifornis Public Utillitles Commission. l'

o~ ona
Deoision No. S53=4%0

R Applicatién Yo. 37865,




