
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIO N OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In tee Ma.tter of tho Application of ~. 
SEEARVJA TER, INC., e. Ce.lifor ni~ 1 
corporation, tor a Certificate of Y 
Public Cor.venience and Neceosity ) 

------------------------------) 
Application No. 37865 

A. Maxson Smith, attorney for applieant. 
PatricK D. Watson and Robert C. Beecner, for 

Deluxe Water Taxi Co., protestant. 
Wahlfred Jacobson, City Attorney, and Leslio 

En Still, Deputy City Attorney, tor the 
city of Long Beach, 1nterested party. 

OPINION ... _ ............ ----

By Decision No. 48806, applicant was authorized to 

transport per30~ by veasel "trom the Magnolia Pier in the City 

of tong Beach via Cerritos Channel, San Pedro and San Pedro Bay 

to the point of origin," subject to the restriction that appli­

cant !Tmay pick up or discharge pa.ssengers at the Magnolia Pier, 

Pierpoint IAnding or San Pedro Harbor only." 

Applica.nt now seeks authority to extend its present 

service and initiate a d11'terent type of ~1ghtseeing service 

"through the opera.tion of a. glasa-bottom boat .:31,.l.1table ~or ex-

hibit1ng sub-marine lite and conditions in and around Long Beacn 

and Los Angeles Harbors and nearby coastal waters". 

A public heQr1ng was held in Long Beacn before Ex~iner 

Mark v. ph1esa. Evidence having been adduced, the matter WQS 

submitte'd tor decision. 
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At the ~earing the harbor ~ea within which applicant 

propo$es to oper~te was redescrioed ~s follows: beginning at 

Pierpoint tanding, in the Middle Harbor, thence to a po1nt at the 

breakwater one and one-half miles Westerly of the entrance to the 

Long Beach Channel, thence to a pOint at the said breakwater One 

and one-half m11es .,aster1y of the entrA-nce of said channel, 'chence 

to the Magnolia Pier. In add1tion to the operation of glass-bottom 

boats applicant re~ue3ts that it be authorized to Operate an ex­

cursion or s1ghtseeing serv1ce within said area when the operation 

ot the glass-bottom bo~t3 is not practicable due to untavorable 

weather or water condit1ons. 

Applicant's gen~ra1 manager testified that it proposes 

to co~truct a suitable glass-bottom boat w1tn galley and snack 

bar which will be operated by a crew of tbree. Said boat will be 

apprOXimately f1fty teet 1n length, we1gh approx~ately fifteen 

tons and will have a capacity of 100 passengers. A regular schedule 

will be offered substantially as set forth in the app11cation, with 

:nore :frequent service in summer. An "on-call" serv1ce will also 

b'e available. 

Applicant proposes' an adult tare of $1.00 plus tax for 

a sixty minute glass-bottom boat or excursion ride. Ch1ldren under 

twelve years or age will be charged $.50 plus tax, except that 

children under six years o:f age w1ll be carried tree. Organized 

group3 of twenty-five or more will be charged one-n~lt t~e regular 

fares. For speCial charters or on-call ~erv1ce tne charge will 

be $35.00 per hour. 
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Pending the construct1on ~r a ~uitable boat, appli~ant 

will operate ito preoent speed-type boats having a capacity or 

aoout twenty-eignt passengers. Said boats are not equipped with 

glass bottoms, but will be u30d tor 3hoxtexcurs1ons unt1l such 

t1me as the glass-bottom boat 19 available. 

App11cant 0.130 rectuested authority tor an "on-calltr 

serv1ce to and from coastal pOints 1n tne general area or tbe said 

harbor, such as Portuguese Bend, Balboa and Catalina. There is no 

3ubstantial evidence in tne record to justify a certificate for 

oervice outside the harbor area. However, several witnesses 

teotif1ed as to the need for the proposed gla33-bottom and ex­

cursion serv1ce with1n tbe harbor. The record shows tn~t dpp11cant 

will be able to obtain the necessary 1icenseo and dock facil1ties 

for the proposed oper&tion. 

A protest was VOiced by tne Deluxe Water Taxi Company, 

which also operato8 a somewhat s1m1l~ boat service w1th1n the 

ho.rb~r. However, trom the evidence or record it does not 4ppear 
I 

that app11oant's proposed op~ration will have a materially a~ver3e 

effect upon teluxe Wa.ter Taxi Compar:lY":J operations Il:l they are now 

authorized and conducted. 

Hav1ng co~1dered tho evidence of record, we f1nd that 

public oo~venience and nece5~1tY' require that applicant be 

autnor1zod to operAte a service ror the transportation or persons 

by vessel as hereinbelow set forth. 
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A public hearing having been held, the Commission peing 
• j"I.'\" ,. • • I \", :_ •. " 

fully advised in the premises and having tou~d that pub11c con-

ven1ence and necessity so requiro~ 

IT I S ORDERED: 

(l) That a cert1ficato of pub11c convenience and necessity, 

as provided in Section 1007 of the Pub11c Utilit1es Code be, 

and it hereby 1s, granted to She arwat er, Inc., a corpo~at1on, 

authorizing 1t to estab11sh and operate a sightse~1ng or excursion 

serv1ce for the transport~tlon of persons by vessel within the Long 

Beach Haroor area, as more spec1f1cally described in Appond1x A, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof~ 

(2) That in providing serv1ce pursuant to the certif1cate 

here1n granted, applicant shall comply with and ob~erve the 

following service rogulations: 

(a) u~ithin th1rty days after the effective date 
hereor, a~p11cant shall rile a written 
acceptance of the certificate here1n granted. 

(b) Vuith1n sixty days after the errectiv(!) date 
hereof, and upon not less than rive days' 
notice to the Commiss1on and the public~ 
applicant shall establish the service 
herein authorized andtilo in triplicate, 
and concurrently make effect1ve, tar1ffs 
and t~e schedules satisfactory to the 
Comm1:1~10n. 
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(3) That exeept as herein authorized, APplication 

No. 37865 be. and' it hereb~ is. denied. 

Tb.e effective date of this order- sba'll boP,) twenty days 

after the date hereof 

De. ted at ____ ....;.;S;,..IlJ)._Fr_:l.n_ci.se_O _____ , Californi&, 

th1S._---'!_~ ____ da.Y' ot:" 



e ... ., , 

Appendix A Shcarwater Inc. 
(a Callf. corporation) 

Original Page 1 

Shearwater Inc., by certiflcate of public conven1ence 

and necessity granted in the decision notod in the marg1n~ 13 

Quthorized to transport persons by vessel wlthin the area hereln­

after describod and ~ubject to tne oond1t1on3 and restrictions as 

herein set forth. 

Area Description 

Within an area 1n the Long ,Beach Harbor, bound­
ed as follows: beginning at Pierpoint Landing 
thence to a po1nt at the breakwater l~ miles 
wo~terly or the entrance to the tong Beach 
Channel tnence following the breakwater to a 
point It miles easterly of the said chll,nnel's 
entrance, thenoe to Magnolia Pier, thence 
generally in a weste~ly direction to the point 
of beginning_ 

Applicant shall operate a regular dally scheduled 

servlce with a glass-bottom boat or boats of a type substantially 

as descr1bed in lts s.pp11cation, except at .suet! times or on sucn 

days when woather or water condit1ons are unfavorable for the 

operation or glaos-bottom boats. In addition to the regularly 

scheduled glass-bottom service, applicant may provide such service 

"on-calln ., Appllcant may a.loo provide an exeursion oerv1ce, within 

tne 3aid area. on reg~lar scbedules or on-callo 

End of Appendix A 

IS3ued by California Public Utillties Comm13s1on. 

Deo1s1on No. __ .....;5;;.. .. .::.:'~:....;:~;;..· ... ..:;·~..;'S_\ ____ , Application No. 37865. 


