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SFCRE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION CFf THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

LEON JONES, DBA LEON
CENTURY SERVICE,

Complainant
Case No. 5806

.’S -

PACIFIC TTLEPHONE & TELEGRAPH
SYSTEM, A CORPORATION,

Defendant .

Leon Jones, in propria persona.

Pillsdbury, Nadison & Sutro and Lawler, Ffelix
& Hdall, by L. 2, Conant, for defendant.

Roger Arnedergn, City .ttorney, by Alan G,
Campbell, Assistant City attorney, and
walter C, Foster, Deputy City attorney,
for the City of Los angeles and W. H.
Parker, Chief of Poligce of the City of
Los angeles, interveners.

QELINISOY

The complaint of Leon Jones, doing bdusiness as leon

Century Service, filed on August 14, 1956, alleges that on or
about July 5, 1956, the defendant discontinued the telephone serv-
Lce, to-wit: Number TE 49280, at the complainant's place of
business, for the reason that an employee of the complainant was
charged with using the telephone service to violate the law,
namely, bookmaking; that at the time of the arrest the complalnant
was not on the premlces and was never aware of sald activities

at any time; that as a result of the discontirnunnce »f sorvice the




complainant has lost considerable business as in the operation
of his auto repalir business and service station The dulk of his
customers telephone for plck-up services; and that the use of

sald telephone cervice 1s z necessity in that for the past ten

years the complainant has used the same telephone number

without change. The complainant prays that telephone service

under nuaber Terminal 49880 be restored to his premises located
at 305 West Anaheim Boulevard, Wilmington, Californis.

On august 24, 1956, the telephone company filed an
answer, the principal allegation of which was that on or about
July 5, 1956, 1t had reasonzble cause to believe that the tele-
phone service furnished to complainant wnder number Terminal
L-9880 at 305 West Anaheim Boulevard, Wilmington, California, was
being or was to be used as an instrumentality directly or in-
directly to violate or to aid and abet the vioiatlon of the law,
and thot having such reasonable cause the defendant wac required
to discommect the service pursuant to the Commission's Declslon
No. 41415, dated April 6, 1948, in Case No, 4930 (47 Cal.

P.U.C. 853).

A public hearing on the complaint was held in Los
singeles on September 27, 1956, before Exsminer Kent C. Rogers
and the matter was submitted.

The complainant testified that for ten years he has
had a servico station and garage at 305 West Ancheim Boulevard,
Wilmington, Californiz; that on July 5, 1956, he had an employee
by the name of Boasoa worlking on the premises; that Beason
was oarrested for boolkmakling at complair_zant's place of businoss

in complainant's absence on July 5, 1956; and that the telephone
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was later removed. He further testified that Beason is still eme-

ployed by him and that the telephone nas not been reinstalled.

On cross-examination by the defendant, the complainant
testified that he has never used the telephone for aceepting or
forwarding bets; and that he has advised Zenson thut he will hove
T0 qQuit bookmaking.

On cross-examination by the City, the complainant testi-
fled that Beason had beexn employed dy complainant at the above
referred to place of dbusiness for about 24 months prior to the
arrest; that complainant has taken bets over the telephone a few
tlmes and placed the bets with neople going to the race tracks;
that he does not tuke bets at present as he cannot make any morey
at 1t; and that he has never used the telephone to do business
with a booxmaker. He further testified that he does not know where
vets can be placed at present, and that he lmows many bookmakers
but has not placed bets with them.

Exhibit No. 1 13 a copy of a letter from the Chief of
Folice of the City of Los angeles to the telephone company, ad-
vising 1t that complainant's telephone facilities at 305 West
Anahelm, Wilmington, under anuaber IErainal 4-93380, were being used
to forward end receive bets. A telephone company employee testi-
fied that this letter was received by the telephone company on
July 5, 1956, and a central office discommection was effected
pursuant to that request, and the service is s5till dlsconnected.
The position of the telephone company was that it had acted with
reasonable cause, as that term i1s used in Decision No. 41415, re-

ferred to supra, in dlsconnecting the telephone service inasmuch
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4% 1t had recelved the letter designated as Exhibit No. 1.

The intervener, City of Los angeles, presented evidence
through three of 1ts police officers.

A4 sergeant of the Los ~ngeles Folice Department, in
charge of the Hardor Division Vice Detall, testified that he had,
prior to June 27, 1956, received information that bookmaking ac-
Tivitles were bBelng conducted at complainant's place of business
and that complainant would take bets; that on June 27, 1956, he
made arrangements for a policewoman to call and place a bet; that
the policewoman czlled, but about the time of the c¢all the com-
pléinant left the premices and complalinant's employee Beason took
the policewoman's bet and marked it sa the wall of complainant's
shop; that Beason was placed under arrest for bookmaking; and
that, in addition to the recording of the policewoman's bet, the
officers found a detting marker in Eeason's hendwriting on the
premlses; that Beason pleaded guilty to bookmaking; and that
Beason 1s still employed by complainant. He testified that in Wis
oepinlon the telephone of complainant was & relay spot, or a number
which 2 better calls and frox which the bYet is relayed to a book-
Daker.

A pollcewoman of the Los Angeles Folice Department
tectified that, pursuant to instructions from her superlor, at
about 3:55 p.z., on June 27, 1956, she called telephone numbder
TErninal 4-9880 and placed a bet with the party who answered the
phone.

Another police officer of the City of Los Angeles

testified that he and the aforementioned of ficers were investigating
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complainent 's place of business:; that arrangeaents were nade to
have the akove referred to policewoman telephone a bet over com-
plainant's telephone at 3:55 p.m., on June 27, 1956; that the
call was made and 3eason answered the complainant's telephone and
wrote the bet on the service station wall; that the bet recorded
was the bet the policewoman had rlaced; that Beason was arrested
and he stated that he had been working at the station for three
months and taking bets for two nonths, and that he passes the
action on tc Leon. The officer rfurther testified that while he
was in the ctation the telephone rang on several oceasions and
when he answered the party calling hung up, except that on one
occaslon he was given a bet over the Telephone, and on another
occastlon the party calling asked for the results of & horse race.
In the light of this record we find that the action of
the telephone company was based upon reasonable cause, as that
term 15 used in Decislon No. 41415, referred to supra. We further
find that the telephone facilities in questlion were used for book-

naking purposec.

The complaint of Leon Jones against The Pacific Telephone
and Telegraph Company having been filed, a publice hearing having
been held thereon; the Commission being fully advised in the
Premises and basing lts decision upon the evidence of reecord,

IT IS CRDERED that complainant's request for restoration
of telephone service be denied and that the complaint be, and it
neredy s, dismissed.

IT IS FURTHER ORDZREED that, upon the expliration of sixty

dayc after the effective date of this order, the complalnant herein

-5
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zay flle an applicstion for telephone service and, if such filing
15 made, The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company shall install
telephone service at complainant's place of business at 305 West
Anahelm Boulevard, Wilmington, California, such installation being
subject to all duly authorized rules and regulations of the tele~
phone company and to the exlsting applicable law,

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days

after the date hereof,
Dated at Los Angcles , California,

this HJZE?‘“A;/Aay of Z:z?EZZEy-ua<;;/ta/ , 1956,
)
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