
Decision No. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
GEORCE WOODWARD and HAZEL WOODWARD, ) 
doing business as Woodward Ranch ) 
Water Company, for a certificate of ) 
public convenience and necessity to ) 
operate a public utility water ) 
system and to establish rates for ) 
water service in an unincorporated ) 
arc~ adjoining the Town of McFarland, ) 
California, known as Tract No. 1794. ) 

Application No. 38053 

George Woodward and R. C. Soults, for applicant; 
W. Ben Stradley, for the Commission staff. 

o PIN ION ... _ .... __ ... -

Applicants commenced this proceeding on May 23, 1956. They 

seek a certificate of public convenien~c ~nd ne~cssity authorizing 

service as a water corporation to an area immediately south of the 

townsite of McFarland, Kern County. Public hearing was held before 

Examiner Power at McFarland on July 10, 1956 and the matter submitted 

subject to receipt of a l~tc-filed Gxhibit. Kern County requires 

(;·:;,ch water company to obtain ,'1 franchise. Such a frunchise wns 

gr.;tnted to applicants on July 17 and a copy of the ordinance wns 

received by the Commission on July 23, 1956 and the matter is now 

re~dy for decision. 

The service area herein sought is 76 acres in Section 13, 

T.26 S.~ R.25 E., M.D.B. & M. Twenty-one lots are now subdivided 

~nd designa~~d as Tract No. 1794: .This property is in the NW; of ~ 
the NE~ of Section 13. The whole property is bounded on the east by 

U. S. Highway 99; on the ~orth by McFarland Union High School and by 

property of Roberts; on the west by Mast Road; on the south by 

Taylor Avenue. 

~l--------""'----""'--------------------------------""'-------------~ Applicants submitted no specific plans for developing further 
subdivisions at the time of hearing. The water supply then 
boing developed is ade~uate for Tract No. 1794 only_ 
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App11c~nts propose to develop a well on a oite on the 

e~Gtern edge of their area adjacent to U. S. Highway No. 99. Tract 

No. 1794 is in the northwesterly corner of the 76 acres. A 6-inch 

di~mcter transmission line will be constructed westerly to a point 

one block cnst of Mast Road. Two thousand four hundred feet of 

4-inch main will be installed within Tract No. 1794. Services will 

be of l-inch dia~eter. Cost of the system is estim~tcd as follows: 

JO-hp pump and 2,500-gallon pressure tank 
Mains, services, meters 
Well, l2-inch di~~eter, 600 feet deep 
Land at well site 

$ 4,500 
5,840 
3,600 
1,260 

i$,2dcr 

Applicant estimates the cost of future extension of distri-

bution mains within the requested service area to be approximately 

$140 per subdivision lot. 

Applicants have requested both flat and meter rates. It is 

intended to servo primarily on a flat rate bcsis. The basic residen­

tial flat rate requested is $6.90 for a lot of 6,500 square feet. 

The record does not sustain such a high rate proposal. However, a 

rate of $4 for a 7,000 square"foot- lot docs appear to be' justifi~d. 

Additional square footage may be r~ted at $0.0; per 100 square feet. 

Other rate3 will be adjusted to conform to tho basic flat rate hereby 

established. 

The Commission finds that public conv~nicncc ~nd necessity 

require that applicants b~ authorized to construct and operate a 

public utility water system only in Tr,~ct N08 1794 in Kern County. 

The Commission further finds that public convenienco Qnd 

nocessity roquire that applicants oe grantod a certificate 

to exercise the rights and privileges conferred upon these applicants 

by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Kern in Ordinance 

No. F-42 of said board. The Commission further finds that the rates 

shown on Appendix A attached hereto are fair and reasonable. 
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The certificates of public convenience ,lnd necessity I 

gr~nted here are subject to the following provision of l~w: 

That the Commission shall have no nower to authorize 
the capitalization of the f~~nchise involvod hcr0in 
or this certificate of public convenience and neces­
sity or the right to own, operate o~ enjoy such 
fr,1nchise or certificate of public convenience and 
necessity in excess of the amount (exclusive of any 
t~x or annual charge) actually paid to the State or 
to a political subdivision thereof as the considera­
tion for the grant ~f such franchise, certificate 
or public c~nvenicnce ~nd necessity or right. 

o R D E R - .... - --

The above-entitled application having been conside~ed, a 

public hearing having been held, the matter having been submitted and 

now being ready for deCiSion, 

1. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certificate of public conven­

ience and necessity be ~nd it is hereby granted to George Woodward 

and Hazel Woodward, doing business as Woodward Ranch Water Company, 

to construct and operate a public utility system for the distribution 

and s,11c of water within Tract No. 1794, Kern COl.:llty" 

2. IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that 3 certificate of public 

convenience and necessity be and it hereby is granted to George 

Woodward and Hazel Woodward, doing busin~ss as Woodward Ranch vIator 

Comp,lny, to eXercise the rights ,:lnd privileges grant ed to it by the 

Board of Supervisors of the County of Kern under Ordin:;.nct;) No. F-42 

adopt0d July 17, 1956. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED as follows: 

,1. Applicants ,'lrc -1uthoriz cd to file after the 
effective date of this order the rates set 
forth in Appendix A attached to this order 
to be effective on or before the date service 
is first rendered to the public, together with 
rules including provision for bimonthly bill­
in~ and tariff service nrea map acceptable to 
th~s Commission and in accordance with the 

-3-

/ 



e '!. 

A-38053 NB/si' 

requirements of General Order No. 96. Such 
rates, rules and tariff :ervice area map shall 
bocome effective on fivo doy:' notice to the 
Commission and to the public after filing as 
horeinabove provided. 

b. Applieanto oha11 notity th1s Comm1a:ion, in 
writing, of the date service is first rendered 
to the pub11c under the ratl!)S and rules a.uthor­
izod here1n, with1n ten day~ thereafter. 

c. App11c~nts shall f11e within forty days after 
tho oyotem 10 placed in ol'ol'at ion under the 
rates and rulo3 authorized herein tour copies 
of 0 comprehensive mAP, drawn to an indicated 
scale not 'smaller than 200 teet to the 1nch, 
delineat1ng by appropriate mark1ngo the var1o~s 
tracts ot land and territory served; the 
principal water production, storage and distri­
b~tion fac1lities; and the location of the 
various water systom prQpe~t1e3 ot applicants. 

d. App11cants shall base the accruals to depreCia­
tion upon spreading the original cost ot the 
plant, leoo estimated net salvage and deprecia­
tion reserve, over the estimated remaining 
life of the property; applicants shall review 
the a.ccruals when :na.jo~ changes in plant com­
position occur and for each plant account at 
intervals of not more than five years. Results 
of these review~ ohall be ~ubm1tted to this 
Comm1:s1on .. 

4· IT IS HEREBY FURTBER ORDERED that applicant, s sha.ll not 

extend their service into territory other than Tract No. 17947 Kern 

Co~nty, without ffrst having ootained authority from the Commission 

so to do. 

The a~thorization herein gr~ntod will expire it not exer­

clo(!)d within one year from the date hereof .. 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the application of Georgo 

lj\oodward and Hazel Woodward .. doing business as Woodward Ranch Water 

Company .. excopt as specifically grantod horein .. be and it is denied 

without prejudice. 

Tho effective date ot th1s ordor shall be twenty days 

after the development of the well and the installation of the j 

pumping plant .. pressure tank .. transmis~ion line .. and distribution 

mains referred to in the foregoing opinion have been completed. 

ApplicQnts shall notify the Commission in writing ot such completion 

wi thin ten days atter QUA"., t'Q" e1a68 ef t1:aie 9~)2" the final 

complotion date 

day of 

Commissioners 
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APPtICABn. !TX 

APPENDD:A 
Page lor 2 

Schedule No. 1 

G~ METERED SERVICE 

Applicable to DJ..1 meterea 'oIater service. 

z;mR!TORY 

The unincorporated ares. including Tract No. 1794 adjacent to U. S. High­
WtJ:$' 99 immediately :south or the tow or McFa.rland, Kern . County. 

Quantity Rates: 

Firct 700 cu.ft. or 1838 •••••••••••••••••• 
Next 2,000 eu.f"t. 1 per 100 eu.£t. • ••••••••• 
Next 2,;300 cu.1't., per 100 eIl.fi. • ••••••. " ... 
Next 3,000 cu.1't., per 100 cu.i't. • ••••••••• 
Over 8,000 cu.rt., per 100 cu.rt. • ••••••••• 

M1n1mum Charge: 

For 5/8 x 3/4-inch meter 
For 3/4-1nch meter 

...........••.....•. 
••••••• a •••••••••••• 

For 1-1nch meter 
For l~1nch meter 
For 2-inchmeter 

•.........•......... 
..•...•.....•....... 
•••...•............. 

The Min1mum Charge will entitle the c:ua tomer 
to the quantity or ",ater which that m.in:lm1.D 
charge will purchase at the Q1.umti ty Rates. 

Per Meter 
P"'r Month 

$ 3.50 
.27 
.24-
.20 
.15 

$ ,.50 
4.2; 
5.2; 
7.50 

ll.oo 
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APPENDIX A. 
Page 2 or 2 

Schedule No. 2R 

R.FS;cpElfl'IAL ~ RATE S'RvrCE 

Applicable to all residential water service furnished ona,tlat rate 
basis. 

mRITORX 

The un1ncarporat.ed area including 'rro.ct No. 1794 adjacent to U. S. High­
WJY 99 .1mm.ed1s.tely ~outh ot the tow ot McFarland, Kem County. 

Per Service Cocnect1on 
Pc I:fonth 

For each single family reo1denee,. including 
premise:s not exceed~ 7,000 sq.f't. in area ••••••• ,$4.00 

a. In addition, tor each 100 3q.:f:t. of area 
ot premises in excess or 7,.000 sq.rt. ••••••••• ' .03 

b .. In addition, tor each evaporative type 
air cooler during the $-month period 
~ through September, inclusive: 

Water rec1reulating typo ••••••••••••••••••• .25 
water ~t1ng type ••••••••••••••••••••••..• .75 

SPECIAL CONDIIIONS 

1. The above residenticl nat rate charges s.ppl,. to service co~tions 
not luger than one izlcll 1n d1ame~r. 

2. All servico not cowred 'by 'the above ewoi£ication w1ll be :f"u:I:T.d.shed 
only on IS. metered basie. 

). Charges tor air coolers will apply ~ provided in the above schedule 
exeept in thoee cases .... here the eu:stomer notities the ut1.1.ity in wit1ng which 
months during the above period allY' air cooler will tlot be ,in ,oerv1ce, and pro­
viding th&t ~uch 1.m1t its disconnected during said. months oubject to inspection 
by utility representatives. 

4. Meters may be 1nBtslled at option or ut1lity or CU3tomor tor above 
classification in which event ~erv1ce thereafter will be .rendered only on the 
basis or Schedule No.1, G,eneral Metered Service. ' 


