
Decision No. 54:089 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of GILBERTA ALDE~~N HARMON, ) 
ROBERT LEROY HARMON) JR., and ) 
HUGH Vv'ILLIIJ.1 HARMON for an order ) 
authorizing them to file rates ) 
.:md rules and continue opero.tion ) 
of ~he THERMAL WATER SYSTEM. ) 

Application No. 3$362 

OPINION AND ORDER 

By this application filed August 22, 1956~ Gilberta 

Alderman Harmon, as un individual and as trustee under the will of 

Mattie Evans Alderman, deceased, doing business as Thermal Water 

System, joins with Rebert LeRoy Harmon, Jr., and Hugh William . 

Harmon in requesting authority from the Commission to file rates 

nnd rules and to continuo the oper~tion oi Thcrm~l W~tcr System. 

Applicants o.nd their predecessor, Mattie Evans J~ldermlln, 

have been furnishing w~ter scrVic~ to tho community of Thermcl, 

Riverside County, since prior to 1912. Although no certifico.te of 

public convenience ~d n~cessity to operate this public utility 

w~ter system has boon issued by this COr.'ll'!lission, rt..o.ttie Evo.ns 

hldermar. was authorized by Decision No. 12973 issued December 31, 

192.3, in Application No. 9416, to filo rc.tos c..nd rules. According 

to the trusteeTs ~nnunl r~port to tho Commission for the yoc..r 1955
1 

the system furnishes w~tcr service to ~pproximately 122 customers. 

The ~pplicution alleges thct on JQnunry 29, 1943~ MAttio 

Evc..ns J~ldormc.n, the then owner of tho Thormal W~tor SystOlJl, died, 

nnd her est~tc) including tho Thormol V'rntor SystCl1'l> wns probntod 

.in the Superior Court of the Sto.te of CC'.lifornic in o.nd for the 

County of Riverside; that ccrt~in ~sscts of the estate, including 

the Thermnl Water System, were distributed on MAy 14, 1945, to 
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Gilberte'. Aldcrmnn H~rmon, Robert LeRoy H~rmon, Jr., ond Hugh Willinm 

Harmon; ~d on April 20, 1956, the scid ccurt approved tho fincl 

report of the trustee. A copy of the decree terminating the trust 

and distributing ~ssets is attC'.chod to the a.pplica.ti on as Exhibit nAn> 

~ncl pursuant to s~id order, it appears thct a.pplic~ts ere the 

owners, as tenants in common> of all tho ass~ts of the Ther.m~ 

~;~ter System. The utility system constitutes but a sma.ll po.rt of 

the estC'.t e. 

Th~ be'.lnnce sheet of Thcrmn1 W'ater System as of December .31, 

1955, attached to the applico.tion a.s Exhibit "Bit, shows the tot~l 

utility plant in service to be $2$,3$$.83, but it does not show .my 

r~servo for doprcci~tionR The trustee's ~nnuCtl r~port to the 

Commission for the yc~r 1955 also shews toto.l utility plo.nt in 

s~rvicc to be $28,38$.$3, Ctnd in addition shows 0. reserve for 

depreciation of $10)37$.45, thus indicating ~ depreciated utility 

plant of $18,010.3$. 

The action to.ken herein shall not be cor.strued cs 0. finding 

of the vo.lue of the properti os her0in c.uthori zed to be tr.:-.nsfcrrcd. 

The COIl'll':'lission ho.ving considered tho abovG-enti tlcd. appli- , 

co.tion o.nd being of tho opinicn thet a ~ublic heo.ring is not 

neccsso.ry, that the proposod tra.nsfcr will not b~ c..dvQrso to the 

public interest, ~nd that the ap~lieo.tion should be granted; 

th~roforo , 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED o.s follows: 

1. That Gilbertn iad0rmc.n Harmon, a.s trustee of the 
estate of l~tti c Evo.ns h1dermetn, deceasod, me'.Y·, on 
or b0forc March 31) 1957) tr~nsfer the abovc
doscri bed utility properties comprising Thcrm.:~l 
Water System to Gilberta. Aldc:o:l'l.Cl.n Ha.rmon, :1.5 nn 
indi vidua.l, c.nd to Robert LeRoy Harmon) Jr., ,-;.nd 
Hugh Willi~ Ha.rmon pursuant to the prO! isi.~ms of 
the decree of distribution referrod to ~bOV0. 

2. Tho.t the rCltos ~nd rules of M.1ttic Ev~ns J.i.ldormo.n, 
deceased, now on file with the Commission sho.ll be 
rcfiled undor the nD..n'X:l s of Gilberta Aldermo.n Harc.on) 
Robert LeRoy Hnrmon, Jr., e'.nd Hugh Willi~ Harmon, 
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3. 

5. 

6. 

in accord~ncc with the procedure prescribed by 
Ceneral Order No. 96, or, in lieu of such rc£'iling, 
GiTh·er.ta :I.lclerman Harmon, Robert LeRoy Harmon, Jr., 
and Hugh Williclm Ham.on, may f'i10 a n,~ticc of' 
~doption of s~id presently filed rates ~nd rules. 
No increases in the present r~tcs and rules shall 
be made unless authorized by the Commission. 

Tho. t on 0 r before the c~atc of ~ctual transfer, 
Gilberta hlderman Harmon, ~s trustee of the estate 
of Mattie Evans Alderman, uece~sod, shall refund 
all customers' deposits ~nd adv~nces for construction 
which are subject to refund. l.ny unrefundcd deposits 
and advances shall be transferred to ~nd become the 
obligation for refund of Gilbert~ ~~ldorman Hannon, 
as an individual, Robert LeRoy H~rmon, Jr., end 
Hugh William Har.mon. 

ThAt on or before the date of actual tr~nsfcr, 
Gilberta Alderman Harmon, as trustee of the estate 
of' Matti c Evans J.lderman, decea.sed, sh~ll transfer 
and deliver to Gilberta i;~ldermc.n H~rmon, as an 
individual, Robert LeRoy Harmon, Jr., and Hugh 
William Harmon, and tho l~tter sho.ll recci VI3 and 
preserve all rccurds, Qcmoranda, ~d ~apers pert~in
ing to the operation of Thermal v~D.ter System. 

If the nuthority herein grantod is exercised, 
Gilberta ~~lderman Hamon l as trustee of the ~sto.to 
of Mnttie Ev~ns Harmon, doconsed, s~l~within 
thirty d~ys thereafter, notify this Commission in 
writing of the d~te of such complotion~ the 
property transfer herein ~uthorizcd and of her 
com~linnce with the terms hereof. 

Upon due compliance with all the conditions of this 
order, said Gilberta Alderman Harmon, as trustee 
of the estate of Mattie Evans Alderman, deceased, 
shall stand relieved of all further public utility 
obligations in connection with the operation of the 
public utility water system herein authorized to 
be transferred.. 

The effecti vo date of this order sho.ll be the d~to ro reo.£' .. 
iL If -Ci~y Dated at __ ~sa_n __ Fr_a_n_ci_sc_O~~. ' lifornia, this 

f NOVEMBER 1956 ( o ________ , • \ '\ 
/ '-.~.-~-

, -c 
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