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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

BETTY SULLIVAN,
Complainant,
TS Case No. 5813

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPE
COMPANY, a corporation,

Defendant.
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Bottvy Sullivan, in propria persona.

Pillisbury, Madison & Sutreo, and Lawler, Felix & Hall,
by L. B. Conant, for defendant.

Roger Arnebergh, Clty Attorney, by Walter C. Foster,
Doputy City Attorney, for the Sherirf's
Department, Los Angeles County, intervener.

OPINION

The complaint of Betty Sullivan filed on August 2L, 1956,
alleges that in February, 1956, complainant rented an apartment at
2263% Silver Ridge Avenue, Los Angeles, from Glen Palma;that de-
fendant installed on the premises a telephone with number NOrmandy
2-0605; that because of Lllness complainant.wa: absent Lrom the
premlses from about June 20, 1956, to July 5, 1956; that prioxr to
leaving the premlses complainant auéhorized Glen Palma to enter
the promiszes to repair,a faveet; that when complalinent réturned to

the premises on July 5, 1956, the front door was smashed and the

tolephone was missing; that complalnant was Informed that on
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July 5th Los Angoles City police officers entered her apartment
and arrestod Mr., Palma for bookmaking activities and removed the
telephone; and that complairant had no previous knowledge of

Mr. Palma's Lllegal activities and had authorized Mr. Palma to
uso her apartment only for the purpose of fixing a faucet in her

absence,

On Soptomber 7, 1956, the telephone company filed an

answer, the principal allegation of which was that pursuant to

Docislon No. L1LLS, dated April 6, 1948, in Case No. 4930 (L7
Cal. P.U.C, 853), defendant, on or about July 10, 1956, had
reasonable cause to believe that the telephone service rurnishe§
by defendant wunder NOrmandy 2-0605 at 2263% Silver Ridge Avonue,
Loz Angeles, California, was belng or was to be used as an
Instrumentality directly or Indirectly to violate or to ald and
abet the violatlon of the law.

A publlc hearing was hold in Los Angeles before Examiner
Kent C. Rogers on October 15; 1956, and the matter was submitted.

Tho complainant testified that the allegations of the
complalnt are true. She furthor tostified that her rosidences is_
one of a group of bungalows Iin a court comprised of numbers 2263,
2263%, 2263% and 2263-3/L Silver Ridge Avenue; that she resides
alone'gt 2263% Silver Ridge Avenue, and that she needs a tele~
phone.

Exhibit NWo. 1 15 a copy of a letter from a captain of
the Loz Angeles City Police Deportment advising defondant that
complalnant's telephone, number NOrmandy 2-0605, located at

2263% Silver Ridge Avenue, was, on July 5, 1956, being used for




the purpose of disseminating horse racing information in con-
nection with bookmaking in violation of Section 337a of the
Penal Code, that the telephone had been confiscated and request-
ing that the dofendant disconnect the service. A telephone
company employee testifled that this letter was received by the
defendant on July 10, 1956, and a central office discomnection
was effected thereafter, The posiﬁion of the telephone compaﬁy
was that It had acted with reasonable cause in discomnecting the
telephone zervice Inasmuch as 1t had recoived the letter desig-
nated as Exhibit No. l.

A Loc Angoles City police officer testified that on
June 19, 1956, he had information that Mr. Glen Palma, complain-
ant's landlord, was conducting a bookmaking operation at his home
at 2357 Eads Street, Los Angeles; that on June 21, 1956, he
followed Mr. Palma to complalnant's home; that Mr. Palma stayed
thero all day and was observed there by the witness on several
subsequent dgys; that on several occaslions between June 21 and

July 5, 1956, complainent and her car were observed near her

premises and she was ceen talking te Palma; that on July 3, 1956,

he heard Palma place a‘bet over the tolephone at 2263% Silver Ridge
Avenuo; that on July 5, 1956, he and his partners went to com~
plainantts apartment at 2263% Silver Ridge Avenue; that they
observed Falma %there hiding scratch shects and betting markers;
that he and his partners entored complainant'!s promises and found
a scfatch sheet and betting markers; that the telephone rang and

the witness answered and the calling party hung up; and that in
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& period of thirty minutes the tolephone rang 18 to 20 times and
the partics hung up when the witnoss answered the telephonec.

While there is a strong inference from the evidence
adduced that the telephone was used for illegal purposecs, there is
no dirceet evidence of such use.

After consideration of this reccord we now find that the
telephone company's action was based vpon reasonable cause os that
term is used in Deeision No. L1415, referred to supra. We further
find that there is no ovidence thas complainant was engaged in,
was direcctly connected with, or permitted the telephone facilities
to be used for illegel purposes. Therefore, the complainant is
now entitled to restoration of telephone scrvice. The complainant
will be oxpected, in the future, to see that Glen Palma does not

have the usc of complainant's premiscs in her absence.

The complaint of Betty Sullivan against The Pacific
Telephone and Teolegraph Company, a corporation, having been
Lfiled, a public honring having doen held theroon, the Commission
beling fully advised in the premises and basinG.its decision upon
the evidonce of record and the findings herein{

IT IS ORDERED that complainant's request for restoration
of telephome service be granted and that, upon the filing by the
complainant of an application for teclephone service, The Pacific

Telephone ané Telegraph Company shall inmstall telophono service-a#

complainant's residence at 22634 Silver Ridge Avenue, Loz Angeles,

California, ouch installation being subjeet to all duly authorized

=
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rules and regulations of the telephone company and to the existe
ing applicable law,
The effective date of this order shall be twenty days

after the date hereof,
Dated at San Francises g s, California,

gL day of .~ NSYEMBER
. s
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